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* CVP’S Head on Budget, State Reform, SNF 
36190012 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 
in French 31 Mar 89 p 2 


{Interview with CVP president Herman Van Rompuy, 
date and place not specified, by reporters Guy Daloze, 
Andre Mean, Francis Van de Woestyne, and Paul Vaute: 
“Van Rompuy: Federalism ‘A Deux’ Not Easy™] 


[Text] Here is the account of the interview accorded us 
by the president of the CVP [Christian Peoples Party], 
Mr Herman Var Sompuy. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] After the budget review, you 
issued a warning: if the 1990 budget is not prepared 
seriously, you said, the CVP will consider that cause for 
a split. To whom was this warning addressed—the gov- 
ernment as a whole or the Budget minister in particular” 


[Van Rompuy] We said the 1990 budget had to be better 
prepared than this year’s budget review was. Whether 
that is addressed to one minister or another is of no 
interest. The 1990 budget is so important that we must 
not settle for a single month of preparation. It took 
months and months to finalize the Val Duchesse plans in 
1984 and 1986. We must begin the study of the'90 
budget now and not wait for the end of the European 
elections. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] The budget review has already 
lasted 5 weeks. That's a long time. 


[Van Rompuy] | don't think the budgetary review as 
such took all that much of the government's time. Things 
were allowed to drag on in the bilateral conversations 
with ministenal cabinets. 


[Question] Does that willingness to put the fi sancial 
house in order still exist within the government’ 


[Van Rompuy] It does in any case within the CVP. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] And elsewhere? 


[Van Rompuy] The government's accord, which includes 
two norms, must be implemented. Growth of expendi- 
tures may rot outstrip the inflation rate and the nominal 
deficit of the year underway may not exceed that of the 
past year. If | examine other dispositions of the govern- 
ment accord, I note that it will be very difficult to respect 
this double norm in 1990. Certain paragraphs of the 
accord will therefore have to be adapted if we want to 
maintain this double norm and give priority to what is 
= namely restoring the health of public 
inances. 


Budget 90: Danger 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] What kind of effort will have 
to be made for the’90 budgei in order to respect this 
double norm? 


BELGIUM 1 


[Van Rompuy] | cited a very rough figure, 60 billion in 
savings. But you know that the national budget will only 
be 870 billion. It will be extremely difficult. 


{LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] All parties will have to leave 
their taboos in the vestiary, then . . . 


[Van Rompuy] If we want to achieve the target, we wil! 
have to begin work in the same frame of mind as in’84 
and’86: no havens and no taboos. 


{LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] There will practically be only 
two large departments left where savings could be made. 
social security and national defense. What type of expen- 
diture would you prefer to cut? 


[Van Rompuy] We aren't making any statements on 
methods. We will do so at the proper time. If we look at 
the structure of what remains in the national budget, 
there musi not be any havens. It's true that approxi- 
mately 50 percent of remaining expenditures are social 
expenditures. National defense accounts for 100 billion. 
The rest is civil service. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Within this very strict budget- 
ary framework, is it possible to satisfy the mony 
demands that are coming to the fore, namely teachers. 
hospital personnel? 


[Van Rompuy] The great effort to put the budget in 
order unfortunately coincides with a legitimate and 
understandable demand to upgrade the civil service and 
the non-profit sector (health care, teachers, and others). 
The government has moreover recognized this reality. 
The public sector is seeing the gap with private sector 
workers widen in this period of economic growth. The 
non-commercial sector, in turn, lags behind the civil 
service somewhat. 


Ill timed Measures 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Shouldn't staff be cut so that 
salaries could then be raised? 


[Van Rompuy] There's a problem: the task is even more 
difficult for the government sino~, for certain profes- 
SIONS, a raise in salaries cannot be compensated for by a 
reduction in staff. Nurses and teachers are already com- 
plaining, and rightly so, of the lack of personnel. | would 
add that | prefer to create employment in these “human” 
sectors than to further strengthen the structures of under- 
ground labor maixets in which 80,000 people already 
find themselves. You see, restoring financial balance is 
really inopportune, even if it is vital. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] These measures always come 
al an inopportune time. 














much less. With the interest rates in effect today in Great 
Britain and the United States, we must prepare ourselves 
for a slowdown in economic activity in those countries 
and in the entire world. It's untenable. Inflation is 
rearing its head in some courcries. Belgium will suffer 
from it. That doesn’t mean we'll huve an economic 
recession, but we wz no longer experience the economic 
surge of these last 2 years. 


Missiles 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Will you participate in the 
demonstration against modernization of short-range 
weapons [SNF] next 16 April? 


[Van Rompuy] No, CVP presidents never demonstrate. 
It's an important demonstration. | believe the Christian 
Worker Movement, very close to the CVP, will be there. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] For the president of the SP 
[Socialist Party-Flemish], modernization of these weap- 
ons could be a “ cause for split.” Not for you? 


[Van Rompuy] In my opinion, Social-Christian Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl's proposal to postpone the decision on 
modernization of short-range weapons could be accepted 
by the CVP. It gives the greatest possible chance to 
disarmament negotiations. We must try to profit from 
the new international climate. The security of our coun- 
try is essentially based on solidarity, cooperation, and 
concerted action within the Atlantic Alhance. 


Parity in the Senate: A Never-ending Belgian Debate 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Is the CVP still in favor of 
eliminating the double mandate” 


[Van Rompuy] It's in our program. We are in favor of 
direct election of regional councils. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] You want to introduce a 
nauonal compot.ent into the new Senate. Isn't that a bit 
contradictory in a federal state? 


[Van Rompuy] It's a choice to be made. Either you choose a 
Senate of Communities or you choose a Senate whose major 
concern 1s to preserve the country's cohesion. 


SELGIUM 


Belgium cannot be compared to Switzerland or Ger- 
many. Our federalism is not a classic type of federalism. 


We are one of the few countries to have two 
peoples live together. For all our difficulties, | am a 
happy man when | compare [our situation] with coun- 
tines like Lebanon, Cyprus, or Northern Ireland. We are 
ianaging pretty well. 


It would be easier to make a canton or Lander with a 
historical tradition live together. In our country, we have 
to invent federalism at the end of the 20th century, with 
a huge public sector and a highly sophisticated popula- 
tion. We must take a long, hard look at all that. 


Moreover, we must bring off this federalism as a two- 
some. There is always a winner and a loser and unfortu- 
nately it is often the same winner and the same loser. It 
is too clear-cut here. It's always a duel. It would be easier 
with 6, 21 or 50. 


The Third Phase 


{LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Have you set a time-frame for 
the end of the third phase” 


[Van Rompuy] The goal is the summer of 1990, but it is 
not engraved in stone. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Do you sense resistance among 
the senators of your party to revamping the Senate? 


[Van Rompuy] Not only in my party. To expect an 
existing institution to transform itself on its own is 
always difficult. Imagine that on your newspaper you 
had to decide yourselves to shift from 30 to 5 pages a day 


Among our senaiors, there is a willingness to reform the 
bicameral system. Provided there ic sti!l a Senate, even if 
it is scaled back and if it has other missions to fulfill. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] How do you see the makeup of 
the Senate? 


[Van Rompuy] At one time we thought of “deleting” 
senators from the Community Councils. But it's very 
complicated. 


Today, we still don’t have a very precise idea. A very 
small Senate, composed of senators ciected at secondary 
level by the Community Councils, could be considered. 
Senators would only be senators. There would no longer 
be any double mandate. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Mr Gis, your group head, also 
recommends the election of a portion of the senators on 
the basis of a national constituency... 
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[Van Rompuy] That seems difficult to put into practice 
since French-speaking politicians do not appear in polls 
in the north. But intellectually it is good to think of a2 
national constituency. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] What is your opinion on parity 
in the Senate (as many French speakers as Flemish)? 


[Van Rompuy] Opening up debate on parity in the 
Senate would be a never-ending Belgian debate. It's 
symbolic. It is wise, in my Opinion, to maintain a certain 
proportionality, but with our double-majority tradition 
for certain very importani laws. 


It is too often forgotten that it is the CV? that requested 
the special majority for the finance law. Using a well- 
known technique is preferable to kicking off a great 
symbolic debate. If we really want to drag out the third 
phase, all we have to do is start a debate on parity in the 
Senate. 


Surpluses for Flanders 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Will the impact of the budget 
surpluses accorded to Flanders make itself felt on the 
central state treasury? 


{Van Rompuy] The National Bank says halting the 
“snowball” effect will be delayed | year because of the 
mechanisms involved in state reform. The reform has a 
budgetary cost. But the united state also costs the budget 
because of compensations. 


The Communities and Regions are going to pinch pen- 
nies. Moreover, they did not incur any debts between'l0 
and’88. The Walloon Region was well managed. A 
spendthrift Walloon (SP) is out of the question and I'm 
not afraid to say it. 


International Relations 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] What is your feeling on the 
international relations of Communities and Regions? 


[Van Rompuy] | completely support what Mr Dehaene 
said in the matter. The Communities and Regions must 
present a united Belgian front to the outside world in 
drafting treaties. Belgium must be able to speak as 
Belgium. Simply informing the head of state is not 
enough. 


1 would add that it is not eaough to grant the right to 
make treaties if, on the other side, you cannot find a 
partner willing to conclude a treaty with you. We must 
reflect again on what was said in the government's 
declaration. 


This is also the case in granting residual power to 
Regions Without a hierarchy of norms, it «il! be diffi- 
cult. It is not | who say it, it's Mr Dehaenc, one of the 
fathers of the reform. 


BELGIUM 


Jose Happart 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Aren't you impressed by the 
rating Jose Happart still gets in our popularity poll, 
despite his low profile on the Fouronnars affair” 


[Yan Rompuy] I'm amazed to see that the PS [Socialist 
Party-French] is as successful as ever in Walloon. It 
proves that the PS and Mr Happart enjoy great credibil- 
ity with the Walloon peop'c. 


In politics as in everyday life, a credible individual can 
take more liberties than someone else. 


European Electic~s: Leo Tindemans Is Feared 


{LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Aren't the European clections 
a problem for the governmment? Furthermore, do you 
think it's normal for Mr Tindemans to remain in his 
position until 18 June, when he heads up the lest of your 


party for Strasbourg? 


[Van Rompuy] Mr Tindemans is feared. That is why 
people say there's a problem. Mr Thys is still secretary of 
State at the same time he heads a list for the Brussels's 
elections. Mssr Claes and Tobback will be on the SP’s 
European list. They are there to bring in votes for the SP. 
The other parties, therefore, are behaving in the same 
way. I repeat: Mr Tindemans’s clectoral score in 
Flanders and Brussels is feared. 


The Volksunie's Difficulties 


{LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] And if a coalition party scored 
badly in he elections” 


[Van Rompuy] It happened in 1984. We decided to 
continue despite a defeat at the polls. The CVP’s attitude 
mvst be taken as an example. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] There are problems within the 
VU [Volksunie).... 


[Van Rompuy] | don't get involved in others’ problems. 
It's going well in the CVP. There is no longer any malaise 
in the CVP. 


Participation in the government is quite a trial for ihe 
VU. It isn’t used to being in the government. Up tll now, 
however, Mssr Gabriels and Schiltz have behaved with 
perfect loyalty. We wart to hold onto the Volksunie as a 
government partner until the close of the legislature in 
January of 1992. The VU plays a very useful socio- 
economic, ethical, and institutional role 


The Engines of the CVP 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Looking at the polls, the CVP 
is not really getting back on its fect. Will you be the 
engine that drives it beck up the slope’ 








[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] And the Brussels’s elections? 


[Van Rompuy] I think Mrs Neyts will have to move 
quickly to come out ahead of Jos Chabert. We have half 
of the Flemish communal advisors in Brussels. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] What will be the engine of the 
CVP in the 90's? 


[Van Rompuy] First we heve to win the January 1992 


elections. Then ~ ‘l see 


Relations With the PSC 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] What are your relations with 
the PSC (Christian Social Party)? 


[Van Rompuy] To date, nothing. I have pleaded for 
informal yet relatively structured contacts. Nothing's 
happening. 


i am going to take a few small, discreet initiatives for us 
to see cach oiher. But | must say there is no enthusiasm 
cither in the CVP or in the PSC. That's the least that can 
be sad. 


There will always be regional parties. It is not wise to 
reintroduce the concept of national parties now. There 
would be an immediate revolt that would bring down a 
fructuous idea. What we must do is reestablish contacts 
informally. Indeed, it is inconceivable that in a federal 
country where we must still do muny things together, we 
don't know each other, we don't talk to each other. We 
are at that point. We don't do anything together, we 
don’t talk with each other. The ties have been broken for 


a generation already. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Do you feel closer to Gerard 
Deprez than to Frank Vandenbroucke? 


BELGIUM 


[Van Rozapuy] Good question. I'm not a socialist, but a 
social-Chnstian. I'm a Catholic, and in the socialist party 
there are no Catholics with significant responsiblitics . . 

. Or even minor ones. We are linked to the socialists only 
by a program of government. We have no ideology 
together. That's all. 


Abortion: We Will Take a Count 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] In the matter of abortion, the 
CVP is opposed to different bills... 


[Van Romrpay] As is the Volksunic. Mr Gabriels said his 
party would vote against the Herman-Michielsen bill. 
For the rest, we will see whether there 1s a majority in the 
full session of the Senate. I'm not convinced of it. In 
1982-83 also, it was believed the House would pass the 
Detiege bill. Once again, we will see who 1s for and who 
is against. We are against. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Even if Beigium is alone in 
Europe in maintaining strict legislation in the matter? 


[Van Rompuy] That doesn't impress me. Peop’s always 
say: “It's a 100-year-old law.” But the civil code comes 
from Napoleon and certain dispositions of family law 
date back to Roman times. It's not an argument. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Are values in politics impor- 
tant to you? More so than a certain pragmatism” 


[Van Rompuy] Yes, but you don't become a party 
president if you're an ayatollah! There are in our party, 
and sometimes in othcrs, many people who are very 
inspired by personalism and by the great Christian 
ideals. I'm not the only one, then, but perhaps | express 
it more clearly. The ideological side of a good many 
political actions 1s generally underestimated. 


Free Choice in Family Life 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] How does one express values 
after 40 years of almost uninterrupted power” 


[Van Rompuy] I'm going to give you a good example: tax 
reform. You can, much more freely than before, decide 
whether in your family one or both will work outside the 
home. We had to fight for that, faced with a partner that 
had a very strong ideological prejudice against singic- 
income families. Nevertheless we succeeded 'n placing 
the conjugal quotient on a par with the separately 
considered totals for earned incomes. 


Then, and for the third time in 4 years, we increased 
cither the tax rebates for dependent children or family 
allowances. In this way, free chowe of a small or large 
family 1s facilitated. 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] And day care centers?’ 
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[Van Rompuy] That 1s the third component. There 1s 80 


All's Well in Flanders 


{LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Wilfried Martens will cele- 
brate the 10th anniversary of his swearing-in on 3 April. 
What will you ask of him on this occasion” 


[Van Rompuy] To help us win the 1992 elections and 


im recovery must be maimtained. We have already had a 
good deal of success. The economy is functioning well, 
and not only that portion related to the international 
situation. In Flanders—which | know better than Wal- 
lonia—there 1s a real investment boom. All our problems 
are not solved, but there 1s a great climate of confidence. 
Young people have a much better chance of finding jobs 


Martens in the claboration of the 1990 budget. 
[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] Any other wishes’ 


[Van Rompuy] There are reforms that are threatened in 
the long run and on whose behalf both the CVP and the 
PSC are called ‘o act. | am thinking, notably, of the 
financial autonomy of public companies and the bndges 
between empioyment and family policy. 

impor- 


of the right to vote for immigrants in communal clec- 
uons. It would worsen the polarization between Belgians 
and foreigners. But it would be false to say that 60,000 
immigrants of Turkish, Morrocan, and Arab origin etc., 
can poer a threat to the identity of 5 million Flemish 


[LA LIBRE BELGIQUE] What is your reaction after the 
assassination of the imam who was director ond the 
librarian of the Belgium Islamic and Cultural Center” 


[Van Rompuy] Violence physically horrifies me. | can't 
bear it. Intolerence 1s gaining ground not only in the 
Onent, but also in Western Europe, among the poor and 
the rich. It's frightening. Moderates must revolt. 
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[Arucle by DER TAGESSPIEGEL correspondent 
Heinz-Joachim Melider. “The FDP im an Altered Land- 
scape. Liberals See Their Role as Majority-Maker 
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Liberal party headquarters, Count Lam! .orff bran 
dishes the latest figures from an Emnid survey which 
show the FDP with IC percent of the vote nationwide 
They are saying there that the CDU is the problen., that 
it is up to the CDU to provide the necessary majority 
since for mon*hs the Liberals have been doing their duty 
with a ig of the vote, or just below 
that. Eaclosed im mental parentheses 1s the thought that 
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im imiernal meetings of the FDP’s governing bodies and 
members of the Bundestag In an altered landscane. can 
the FDP still view itself as the majority-maker for one of 
the major is as a matter of course? When FDP 
members of parliament met after the municipal elections 
in Hesse, there were critical comments and considerable 
doubts on this subject. The fact that if the FDP goes back 
to the SPD it will have to trade in half of its voters and 
procure new “loan votes” from the other side, al as 





quickly as possible, was no longer viewed as the sole 
problem. The stable Greens and the growing Repubii- 
cans are also giving the FDP probiems. 


can only attract voters who continue to be convinced 


the FDP says that the mass parities, whose golden age is 
im any case drawing to a close, have got to anticipate vote 
losses in the center too, which would actually increase 


advised the FDP to become the “advance nder™ in going 
on the offensive to respond to the Soviet Union's disar- 
mament policy. In addition, he ould like to see ine FDP 
“spearhead” economic, domestic, legal, immigrant, and 
educational policy. In social policy last week the FDP 
prov’ Jed a sample of its “tough side,” when it braxed the 
Union on the question of child allowances and made 
domestic help tax-deductible. More of the sort 1s likely to 
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in hand. If they want to. wt off the yoke of t 


: 


replacing Chancellor Kol. “The people who 
with that ought to read the Constitut sm. They'd see that 
it's NOt SO casy.~ 


most surprisingly. the FDP wants to try to find where it 
stands on social policy, where up to now ihere have only 
been blar pages. 


* Course Uncertain in NR-W 
36200137 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 28 Mar 89 p 12 


[Article by Lothar Bewerunge: “With Their Backs to the 
Wall;, How the FDP Is Trying To Avoid Being Dragged 
Down by the Weakening (DU mm North Rhine-Westphalia”) 


[Text] Duesseldorf, Mar—!n North Rhine-Westphalia i 
1s now possible to see how nervously the Free Democrats 


Now this same FDP 1s astonishing the public —and thus 
its voters—with the thesis that all this no longer 
“Our role as a comition partner is a 


sense 
thing of the past. Independence is our primary gal It is 
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a matter of attarming our own independent vorce im the 


only burt the CDU but could also destroy the FDP. 
Rohde's opimons are shared by many of the 14 FDP ers 
in the North Rhine-Westphalia Landtag for whom in 
recent years the Landtag scat has also become their main 


job. They are extrapolats.rg the figures from Berlin and 
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willing to pav those tactical kindnesses that enabled 
CDU under opposition leader Worms sometimes to 
obtain “crumbs” from Master Rau's table. Bui now 
Rohde and his FDP colleagues in the Landtag obvi jusly 
no longer bel-eve that another electoral alhance with the 
CDU would be worthwhile. And there are indications 
that they are nght. In a poll in which t asked voters how 
they would vote if elections were held now, the Don- 
mund Institute for Sccial Research and Statistical Anal- 
yses (Forsa) clarms to have found that the SPD currently 
can count on $3 percent of the North Rhine-Westphalia 
vote and the CDU on 28 percent. The survey gives the 
Greens and the Republicans 7 percent cach, while the 
. From 
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Kohde denies that. But he says that people are forced to 
think things over agar when they have their backs to the 
wall For a ume Rohde seemed to hope that if there were 


Because if there were no majority for the CDU-FDP., the 
FDP could hardly be capected to accept an SPD alliance 
with the Greens in North Rhine-Westphaha too. For one 
thing, it was certainly not what Raw wanted. As far back 
as when he was candidate for chancellor, he had clearly 
rejected that idea. For awother thing, the FDP could 
demonstrate that «t had been ready to enter into an 
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alhance with the SPD in North Rhine-Westphalia only in 


Rohde is hardly cager to translate such thoughts imto 
party resolutons. He obviously does not want to see the 
FDP make any more coalition statements with respect to 
the Ducsscido-f Landtag elections, either for the CDU or 
for the SPD. The party is not to commit itself. On the 


with the CDU but if that does not prod _.c a majority, 1 
will help the SPD obtain a majority, if needs such help. 
Whether Land Chairman Mocliemann and Federal 
Chairman Lambsdorff will agree to such thinking is not 


Westphaha clections—in which almost one West Ger- 
man out of three will cast a vote—come 6 months before 


The troubles of the North Rhine-Westphalia FDP are 
not very new. In the past 10 years it has played hardly 
any role at all in municipal politics in the Ruhr. It has 


chise for the mines), has long since passed into legend. In 
the mid-1960's the FDP was still linked with the CDU in 
a firm alliance, though with 4 tenuous majority. Then the 
CDU negotiated in secret with the SPD behind the 
FDP’s back, these negotiations failed and to 
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thing like a yonst grouping in the Landtag Proposals 
ofien jount CDU-FDP press conferences and as chair- 
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* Peter Schuett on Democratization of DKP 
36200150 Bonn DIE NEUE 

GESELLSCHAFT /FRANKFURTEP HEFTE 
in German Mar 89 pp 265-272 


[Imerview with writer and DKP Exccutive Commutice 
member Peter Schuctit. by Ulrike Ackermann and Til- 
man Fichter: “The End of the DK.P” An Interview With 
Peter Schuctt™, date and place not given] 


members compared to 57.802 at the last DKP party 
congress, in Hamburg in carly 1986. In our opinion, this 
dramatic decline im membership 1s a sign that the DKP 1s 
falling apart. Herbert Mies and his people have for some 
tume embodied an increasingly unattractive and thus 
postwar model for socialism based on the GDR. 


ew of this apparent disintegration, would 1 not be 
for the DKP to disband’ 


: It would not be very smart at all to disband the 
to allow it to be disbanded. | believe that the 
a communist party. I think that one of the 
in a functioning, modern, Western democ- 
of different leftrst parties. a pluralism. 
to see communism iefi out of that 
would be a loss to democracy, a loss to 
leftist policy and the le‘ust position, if there were no 
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NG/FH: Would you support this pluralism for the party 
landscape of the GDR as well” 
es. 


hope that the GDR will be reformed, that 
it will no longer be dominated by a monolithic unity 
rather 


NG/FH: You mean that the Social Democratic Party of 


NG/FH: We would like to return now to the current 
situation in the DKP. It is reflected im the two different 
position papers on the party platform that were pre- 
sented to the Frankfurt party congress. Even Herbert 
Mies conceded that the party was perhaps only seconds 
away from splitting in two. But unity was restored, and 








Schuett. I think that there 1s no alternative whatsoever to 
other thang left would be self-disbandment. 


some change: ‘a pernonael as well ae going to bx made 


major mistak_. for the conservative party strotegists as 
well, by painting this specter of policy lines on the wall. 
Now he will never md himself of the ghosts of ex: ss:0n 
that he himself invoked. | do think, however, that we 


in personnel. bu. also the fact that your modernization 
report 1s weak in content. It 1s not necessarily revolution- 
ary for the DKP to disce.ver ecology these days, to raise 


Schuett: | agree with you entirely. We still need a new 
manifest. We are very good at criticism, we know what 
we don't want, we limit ourselves to negating antiquated, 
authontarnan st-uctures. dogmatism, bureaucratism and 
Stalinistr However, this 16 not enough to create a new, 
democratic, communist party. Naturally, we are also 
children of this party, and must first emancipate  sur- 
seives from three traditions. That can't take place over 
night, but I do think that is under way, for the first 
tome mm the postwar history of the Communist Party 


ment in Germary. It would be a gain for us if we could 
simply return to the pluralism of the communist move- 
ment before 1925, where there were definitely several 
factions and lines of thought coexisting Althoug) there 
later on, there are links 


NG/FH: But the old cadre im the SED [Socialict Unity 
Pasty of Germany], the SEW [Socialist Unity Party of 
West Berlin] and the DKP continues to identify with 
so-called BeAshevization. Hermann Weber nightly calls 
this transformation from above the Stalinization of the 
DK? under Thaeimann 


Schuctt: Yes 
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NG/FH: But one expression of this ideological tradition 
is the silence of the DKP leadership concerning the 
Sputnik ban in the GDR! 


Schuett: But now there are enough counterproposals at 
the party congress... 


NG/FH: ...proposals. But they're not feasible or capable 
of being supported by a majority in this party, are they? 


Schuett: Our party congress will continue in Wuppertal, 
and so I'm optimistic that we will be able to achieve a 
sligh’ niajority in favor of criticism of the Sputnik ban. 
Thee are several interesting proposals, on Romania 
or... 


NG/FH: ...on Hungary too, on party pluralism? 


Schuett: ...there aren't any proposals like that. I person- 
ally would have no problem with that. The democratiza- 
tion processes in Hungary and Poland have my full 
sympathy. 


NG/FH: It is quite possible that the cadre in the DKP is 
ready to grant certain concessions to the rank and file, 
let's say on paper. But when it’s a matter of subsiance, 
concerning the apparatus, they would rather dissolve the 
party than accept genuine democratization. 


Schuett: I think that the world communist movement is 
in a profound, revolutionary process of restructuring, 
and this includes something that will be a primary area 
of attention for us in the years ahead, nameiy, the 
historical debate: reappraisal of the Stalin era and the 
horrible 1950's. Today there is a very bitter argument 
within our party about who was in fact responsible for 
the decline of the party during the 1950's. To some 
extent it is in fact people who still exercise influence 
within the party. Was it only Adenauer's suppression 
apparatus, or did the party, through so many mistakes, 
so much dogmatism and excommunication, catapult 
itself out of the political scene to such an extent that it 
ultumately opened itself up to banning? This debate 
allows us to start with our role in the founding of the 
FRG and to discuss in concrete terms the history, 
mistakes, and errors of the party. 


NG/FH: One small example shows how difficult this 
discussion process really is: A comrade of yours from 
Hamburg by the name of Gerhard Jeske accused you of 
“weakened moral fiber” in a letter to the editor pub- 
lished in UZ [UNSERE ZEIT - party organ of the DKP] 
on 15 November 1988. That is an expression used by the 
Nazis. Was it just a slip of the tongue, or does ii reflect 
the current mood within the party? 


Schuett: In our party there is a, shall we say, conservative 


NG/FH: It is not conservative. A conservative person 
would not use that term in that way. 
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Schuett: There is a moral morass of know-it-all attitudes 
and intolerance, there is a foul, conservative cowshed 
odor with a self-righteous “us” sentiment shared even by 
many anti-Fascists and resistance fighters. It 1s from that 
element that I have received letters in which I have been 
accused of engaging ir agitation in keeping with the 
VOELKISCHER BEOBACHTER, due to my contribu- 
tion to the Stalin question. These people should not 
necessarily be equated with our party leadership, but 
rather with a “Straubinger clement,” vagabond types. 
The most common and usual argument is that | have 
crossed over to Islam because I came out against the Gulf 
war in committee and wrote a book about the Gulf war. 
That element even brought up my private life, my love 
life. 


NG/Fii: Is it not a problem in this regard to always talk 
about party unity? There are worlds colliding here. 


Schuett: It's less a matter of two lines than of two 
cultures, two worids. You're right. 


NG/FH: How can these different worlds within one 
party be unified and made “ready for battle” with a 
Perspective on the year 2000? 


Schuett: I think that there is a conservative residual, they 


NG/FH: ...in the majority... 


Schuett: ...not in the majority, no, under no circum- 
stances. They are in the majority in two or three districts, 
I would say, in northern and southern Bavaria, and it 
was no coincidence that I used the term “Straubinger 
vagabond,” and this has to do with the Bavarian Forest, 
with genuine backwardness... 


NG/FH: These “Straubingers” have left a certain mark 
on the cadre mentality” 


Schuett: Certainly. Herbert Mies, for example—he 
comes from a communist family in Mannheim, became 
an FD) [Free German Youth] functionary immediately 
after 1945. In 1951, the FDJ was banned, and so he went 
to the GDR and spent the decisive years of his life, until 
1968, in the phase of development in the GDR. In 
assessing the importance of Honecker’s visit to the FRG, 
there suddenly emerged a gap between the political 
generations in our party. The old and middle-aged mem- 
bers were wildly enthusiastic, while the younger ones, we 
of the 1968 movement, saw in Erich Honecker a repre- 
sentative of another state, and we did not celebrate as 
much. 


NG/FH: In this childlike euphoria displayed by Herbert 
Mies, it is natural that another part of the total German 
experience that you do not share will assert itself. In this 
sense, Herbert Mies naturally represents a bit of German 
history as well. 











Schuett: I think that the old cadre party, as united by 
Lenin and welded together by Stalin, is an anachronism: 
we need a membership party supported by comrades ai 
the rank and file level. 


NG/FH: In the early part of last year, you sent Freimut 
Duve material on the perestroyka battle in the DKP. At 
the time, he returned the material to you unread, noting 
that it was merely the authoritative allusion to Gor- 
bachev that caused internal opposition to reflection and 
rethinking in the DKP. In our estimation, Freimut Duve 
has found the core of your weakness with his argument, 
because it is not the continual defeats of the DKP in the 
FRG that has made you rethink things, but rather the 
conflict between modernizers and traditionalists in the 
USSR. To put it in polemically exaggerated terms: The 
vast majority of German communists continue to be 
overshadowed by the CPSU. Instead of finally standing 
on your own feet, you are still learning from Big Brother 
in Moscow. 


Schuctt: In 1981, I gave a speech on bureaucracy and 
Stalinism. At the time, Herbert Mies said, “Litt!+ sensi- 
tive guy, what you're saying is great, we need critical 
voices like yours, as party poet, so to speak.” |' was the 
right tone, to stick out your neck. Before Gorbachev, 
there were individual critics, who for the most part 
subsequently left the party. But it was not until Gor- 
bachev came along that we gained the courage to come 


together. 


NG/FH: So you cite Gorbachev, just as in the past the 
FDJ under Honecker cited Stalin? 


Schuett: Citing authorities, and I said this in my letter to 
Freimut Duve, is certainly one of our problems. This has 
to do with the weakness of the communist movement in 
this country. In addition, we have been too little 
involved in the democratic dialogue pursued by the left 
im this country. 


NG/FH: You also fenced yourselves out. 


Schuett: From 1968, the year of our founding, until 
1972-73, there was a phase of new beginnings in the open 
dialogue. My attitude towards Prague was never along 
the straight line of the party leadership, and I made that 
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clear. In KUERBISKERN, our cultural publication, 
both positions were represented, and so a dialogue was al 
any rate possible. In 1973, there was a profound break: 
Herbert Mies became party chairman. Kurt Bachmann, 
his predecessor, is a capable person, a born democrat, an 
anti-Fascist, a Jew, from an entirely different sensibility 
and with an appreciation of the difficulties of other 
positions. He is not some proletarian Thaelmann type, 
like Herbert Mies, but is instead made of soft wood. As 
long as Kurt Bachmann was chairman, the DKP was 
more strongly molded by the 1968 movemcut. And it 
had to be that way, because all the young people came 
from that element, and they were the majority of party 
members. | still like to emphasize that we reformers have 
this 1968 heritage. 


NG/FH: But even in 1968, we were telling you that i 
would take no more than 5 years for the old post-Stalinist 
cadre structure to reestablish itself in this tolerated 
German communist party. 


Schuett: This process took place not only in our party, 
but also in the KB [German League of Culture-GDR], 
KBW [Communist League of West Germany] and KPD 
[Communist Party of Germany }. © ven though we fought 
intensely, we essentially underwent very similar pro- 
cesses of bureaucratization. 


NG/FH: But in that sense the question arises of whether 
the attempt at the end of the 1960's to develop a cadre 
party was not once again historically antiquated even 
then, and whether your attempt to modernize this cadre 
party today will also fail? 


Schuett: But I don't want to modernize the cadre party. 
The real problem is that we must restructure our party 
from top to bottom. In my view, this includes abolishing 
this professional politician role, these officials-for-life, 
who are al any rate very poorly paid by the party, and 
who are bound to the apparatus til death do them part. 
The problem is that our functionaries get so very little 
money and that they are thus kept in a very elementary, 
awful dependency, in the hands of the apparatus chief, 
who is much more powerful than the chairman in our 
party. In my eyes, the most powerful person is not 
Herbert Mies, but rather Kurt Fritsch. 


NG/FH: However, the majority of the population, 
including that in the FRG, regards communism in 
Europe, at least since the end of the World War II, as the 
vehicle for a parental-type dictatorship, not as the begin- 
ning of democratization. 


Schuett: Yes, but that can change, can’t it? After all, 
genuine democratization processes are under way in 
Poland and in Hungary. Communism in the broadest 
sense has been in a profound crisis, in its most profound 
crisis in 70 years. Today, everything must be reexamined 
and questioned. A renaissance of communism ts possible 
only through genuinely processing this crisis, which is a 
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long-term process. Stil, I do not believe that we have the 
option of becoming a mass party, either in the short or 
long term, even if we democratize and reform ourselves 
i% terms of our program. 


NG/FH: So our counterthesis would be that communism 
has reached its terminus? 


Schuett: No, it shouldn't be looked at like that. 


NG/FH: The depth of the crisis has been seen in Poland, 
for example: the founding of Solidarity, Poland in the 
summer of 1980, all that had little effect on you. It was 
not until Gorbachev came to power in the USSR—and 
this makes us suspicious—that the DKP saw a reason, in 
fact an outright compulsion, to revise positions. You 
recently received an invitation to have access to the 
Moscow party archives, as part of the debate among 
Soviet historians. There is in fact some information 
there about how German communists were turned over 
to Hitler (after the Hitler-Stalin pact), for example. As 
long as this is not brought up on an official party level, as 
oo oo 


Schuett: Just now, in his opening speech at the party 
congress, Kurt Bachmann noted the victims of Stalin- 
ism, including German communists. And in Hamburg 
we maoaped to achieve mention of the names and 
biographies of Thaelmann's comrades-in-arms who were 
killed by Stalin, at the Thaelmann memorial. 


NG/FH: History is again being personalized solely in the 
figure of Stalin. 


Schuett: But this is immensely important, because this 
dark chapter was suppressed for so long. We're just now 
getting started; after all, for you it's easier, it’s not your 
own family history. 


NG/FH: Your party continues to trot along behind, 
while the debate in the USSR has in the meantime 
advanced much further. They are not stopping with 
Stalin, but rather going back to the foundations of 
Marxism-Leninism. Even Lenin is an open subject. So 
we can assume that your official debate on history will 
catch up in 10 years. 


Schuett: Naturally there are differences between us. The 
focal point of the social democratic world is perhaps 
Bonn, while our focal point has always been outside, in 
Moscow, Berlin, Peking, Havana. For better or for 
worse, we are internationalists. 


NG/FH: You cannot play down the rearguard policy of 
German communists as internationalism. 


Schuett: No. But compared to you, we have other prob- 
lems. After all, you do not have a social democratic 
model country. On the other hand, I did not become a 
communist out of sympathy for the USSR, but rather out 


FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


of solidarity with the Third World. I have been to 
Vietnam, I come from that movement, but I do admit 
that we have a borrowed identity, and that is not only a 
problem of the DKP. 


NG/FH: For a large number of the new leftists in 
1967-68, however, concepts like democracy and freedom 
were given equal billing with concepts like solidanty and 
cadre parties at the end of the 1960's is that they 
abandoned the principles of freedom and democracy in 
favor of effectiveness and long-term revolutionary pol- 
icy. In this way, they abandoned important principles, 
ones that go back to Rosa Luxemburg as well. Now they 
are rediscovering these principles. Very late in the game' 


Schuett: It is not constructive and social for us to beat 
each other up with our mistakes. 


NG/FH: Right now we are not talking about the mistakes 
of social democracy, we are talking about the historical 
failure of communism. 


Schuett: A critical point for us was 1976, with Bier- 
mann’s expatriation and at the same time the campaign 
against Eurocommunism. That was the beginning of 
isolation from the European, West European context, 
but also from reform efforts, with close ties to the GDR 
at the same time. | think that that was a major break, and 


it was implemented very forcefully. 


NG/FH: Haven't you always been a pan-German party” 
Haven't all important decisions always been made ulti- 
mately in East Berlin? 


Schuett: The close ties cannot be denied. It's no secret, 
you know that as well as 1. However, a certain learning 
process, perhaps not among the leadership, but among 
the members, was set in motion with the peace move- 
ment, into which our party dove deeply. Even then, our 
conservative cadre and chief ideologues were afraid of 
the pacifist, ecological spirit of the peace movement, and 
they also warned me about cosmopolitanism and femi- 
nism. They were worried that the party might go under 
amidst the peace initiatives. 


NG/FH: Couldn't you replace the adjective “conser- 
vative™ with “reactionary”? After all, Stalin was not a 
conservative, he was a reactionary modernizer. 


Schuett: OK, I agree. In terms of personality, | would 
prefer to call them conservative, since they hold onto 
their hurrah-proletarian traditions. Even Ossietzky calls 
Thaelmann “good old Thaelmann,” and the KPD a 
society of veterans and fighters; for him, Thaelmann is 
like an agitator from the Bismarck era. So it is particu- 
larly grotesque that Herbert Mies continues to see him- 
self as Thaelmann’s successor, and even alludes to Thacl- 
mann in his voice, facial expressions and gestures, 
quoting him regularly. 
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NG/FH: You continually emphasize the possibilities of 
change, but especially after the iast party congress in 
Frankfurt, we do not see how this is feasible. The reform 


carrying around with them. After all, the traditions of 
this party cannot be linked to persons alone’ 


47,000 members that we still have on paper, of which 
30,000 are active, 29,000 are children of the FRG, who 


1920 at the latest, it has been on a wartime footing with 
democracy. 


Schuett: Since Stalin at the latest... 


NG/FH: ...with the failure of the revolution in Western 
Europe after the First World War, communism pulled 
back into an authoritarian shell and ultimately declared 
a long-term war on democracy. And how do you propose 
coming out of that shell? 


Schuett: The revolution itself is being revolutionized. 
That is the essence of the profound restructuring process 
in the communism world movement. The old concepts 
have had their day. When this process is over, an entirely 
new communist party will emerge, if we can even still 
call it a party, | don't know. 


NG/FH: But that type of pluralistic approach does 
presuppose the autonomy of the respective communism 
parties in the individual countries. However, there 
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remains a fatal, negative fascination held by German 
communists towards the USSR, both among the opposi- 
tion and in the leadership bioc. 


Schuett: That's the way it is. 


NG/FH: Your guest from Moscow at the DKP party 
congress, Gorbachev confidant Aleksandr Yakovlev, 
said in a television interview on the ARD network on 8 
January !989: “It is not our Wall. We did not build the 
Wall. It isa GDR matter.” The leading reformers around 
Gorbachev are apparently distancing themselves more 
and more from this Wall around the GDR and through 
Berlin. What do you think about that structure or, to put 
it differently, does communism in Germany have a 
future as long as your comrades in the GDR wall in the 
population there? 


Schuett: Thai ‘s a complicated question. 
NG/FH: It is also a very personal question. 


Schuett: Yes, | myself wrote a poe.a on the construction 
of the Wall, from which | would like to quote: “They 
kept casting stones until the Wall was in place.” | think 
that the Wall, in 1961, when I was not yet a communist, 
came into being from this Cold War situation. It is a relic 
from the ice-Cold War 


NG/FH: When did you write that poem” 


Schuctt: In 1968, and thus during the time when the 
party was being founded. Under the circumstances, the 
GDR had no other choice than to build the Wall, it was 
q@ estion of its existence, otherwise they would have had 
to abandon the GDR. Whether there were actually 
alternatives in the situation, | don't know. I have always 
thought that in 1961 the construction of the Wall was the 
last chance for German socialism. 


NG/FH: Are communists who fire on their own popula- 
tion when in doubt still communists? 


Schuett: | was never enthusiastic about the Wall, and | 
would rather see a future between the two German states 
without the Wall. We must do everything to see to it that 
the Wall is dismantled piece by piece, but Yakoviev was 
in fact being very cautious in his statement... 


NG/FH: Unlike the former chief of the Free German 
Youth, Erich Honecker, several days ago... 


Schuectt: The GDR is in a muddled and complicated 
situation. Right now | am afraid that immediately ‘ear- 
ing down the Wall would mean an end to the GDR. 


NG/FH: But has it not always been the case that the 
communists in East Berlin have governed against the 
majority of the population” Is that not their tragedy since 
1945” 














NG/FH: Would it not then be more consistent if you 


Schuett: Democratization would be the answer. I have 
expressed my opinion on that, and for that reason have 
had certain problems in the GDR. 


[Box, p 265] 


Peter Schuett, born in 1939, writer, 1971-89 member of 
the DKP Executive Committee; his new volume of 
poetry, “Moskau Funkt Wieder” [Moscow Reawakens], 
Pahi-Rugenstein-Veriag, will be published shortly. This 
interview was conducted by Ulrike Ackermann and 
Tilman Fichter. 


* 1990 Tax Reform Drives Small Firm Closings 
36200146a Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German 
31 Mar 89 p 27 


[Article by Judith Reicherzer: “Families Cash In™] 


[Text] In 1910 grandfather Hagen began manufacturing 
batteries in a barn in Soest. His sons and 
made the firm grow into one of the leading battery 
manufacturers in Germany. The Hagen family produced 
batteries for cars and submarines, the mining industry 
and department stores. The firm operated for 78 years. 
the family sold all its stock to a Spanish firm for 
DM60 million. The reason: The 1990 tax reform. If the 
Hagens had cashed in next year, they would have had to 
pay another DM15 million in tax. 


The firm is only one of many that are quickly changing 
ownership as a result of the tax reform. Because an 
important tax concession is being lost at the end pf this 
year. Up until now article 34 of the income tax law 
(EStG) provided for half of the prevailing tax rate to be 
charged on carnings from sales. In future amounts 
exceeding DMS million will be liable to tax at the full 
rate, regardless whether the sale involves an entire enter- 
prise or large holdings by a single shareholder. The flood 
of sales is proceeding, although on | January next the top 
tax rate will be reduced from 56 percent to 53 percent. 


Invitation to a Sell-out 


The 50-percent tax rate had been introduced in 1934. It 
was designed to exempt older entrepreneurs, pharma- 
cists omen, aad physicians from the progressive tax, 
$0 | / might be able to retire without financial 
pri ‘owever, even billionaire Friedrich Kar! 
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Flick paid merely the reduced rate when selling his 
empire in 1985. That was not the intention of the 
proponents of the concession. 


In the course of his major tax reform, Finance Minister 
Gerhard Stoltenberg aimed at excluding such cases: Only 
profits of up to DM2 million will continue to benefit 
from the old provision, two-thirds of the full tax rate are 
payable for amounts from DM2-5 million. Those getting 
a lot of money for their firms will in future have to pay 
over more to the government, another Flick is not to 
receive favored treatment. The Federal Government 
actually believes to affect only the super rich. The 
Ministry of Finance estimates that profits amount to less 
than DM1 million in 99.5 percent of all sales. Therefor-. 
nothing would change for most entreprencurs selling 
their firms. 


However, the government appears to have miscalcu- 
lated. Hamburg business broker Juergen Wupper con- 
tends that the new provision 1s “profoundly hostile to the 
middle class,” because sales prices for German firms 
currently tend to run between DMS5 to 25 million. Hans 
Bethge, project manager of the Angermann brokerage 
firm in Hamburg. also asserts that “even a biggish retail 
business brings in more than DM2 million. The location 
alone 1s often worth that much.” And Albrecht Count 
Matuschka, head of the Munich Matuschka group, goes 
so far as to speak of a “death sentence™ for the middie 
class. The change in the law, he says, amounts to an 
invitation to sell out. 


Bonanza for Brokers 


Even if not ready to sell immediately, entrepreneurs are 
at least feeling unsettled. In recent months, Juergen 
Abraham, proprictor of a ham smoking business near 
Hamburg. has often considered to quickly sell his enter- 
prise. He says: “Just now a lot of potential buyers are 
approaching us and make us offers. Even dedicated 
entrepreneurs such as | are being tempted.” He describes 
the entire tax reform as a “hard nut to swallow.” 
Business broker Bethge talks of infuriated owners who 
feel betrayed by the CDU, who have “lost their political 


Though entrepreneurs rarely sell out for this reason only. 
the tax reform helps to facilitate their decision. For the 
Hagen family, too, Stoltenberg’s reform triggered the sale 
but was not the sole reason. In September last, a Frank- 
furt business broker approached executive vice-presi- 
dent Gert Hagen with an offer by the Spanish firm 
Tudor. Hagen really just wanted a merger in order to be 
armed for the 1993 internal market, and initially no 
mention was made of a possible sale of the entire stock. 
However, the Spaniards wanted to have a majority of the 
stock. After long discussions, the family was ready for 
the deal: The sale was to be effected at some time. Gert 
Hagen thinks that the third generation did not realy care 
when it was to happen. The value of their individual 
holdings was less than DM2 million in each case. On the 
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other hand. their father and uncie, “with th: strongest 
emotional links to the firm,” were indeed affected by the 
tax reform. “They were the ones who had to sell for tax 
reasons.” The family council took 3 months to unani- 
mously decide for the sale. The contract was signed in 
December last. The business broker 1s handling the 
transaction—for a 0.5 percent commission off the DM60 
million sales price. 


Brokers such as Wupper, Angermann, Matuschka, or the 
DB Consult (a subsidiary of the Deutsche Bank) are 
enjoying a bonanza now. Angermann, for example, is 
fully booked for 1989. In January this broker was han- 
dling 39 firms—all of them affected by the tax reform. A 
year ago he represented only half as many. Wupper 
records sales of enterprises in Germany. In 1985 he listed 
only 1,300 firms, 3,000 changed hands in 1988. After 
enactment of the tax reform on 7 July 1988, 212 firms 
were sold in August, as many as 326 in December. By 
early January, Wupper claims, Hamburg had been 
gripped by a veritable sales mania. Enterprises such as 
the book wholesaler Lingenbrink (Lib) and gourmet 
food producer Grossmann changed hands. “Gross- 
mann,” bh. sos, “rebuffed my approaches for many 
years. All of a sudden he sold to Maizena.” Bethge, for 
his part, ta’*s of entrepreneurs who sold their firms in 
what amounted to almost a pani Some felt themselves 
under so much time pressure that they sold for less than 
their firms were worth. 


It has become a buyers’ market. According to Bethge. 
“buyers will certainly drag out negotiations by the end of 
this year, in order to depress prices.” Corporations and 
the upper range of mid-size firms (from DM300 million 
turnover) are now interested. The giant Veba corpora- 
tion, for exampic, used its various subsidiaries to take up 
stock un 40 enterprises last year. 


Foreign firms are also aware of the new urgency imposed 
on German sellers. Bethge says that “Austrians, Swiss, 
Swedes and Norwegians, in particular, buy to get a 
foothold in the EC.” Stoltenberg’s reforms drive sellers 
to the market, the internal market spurs on both sides. 
And there is yet another reason for the boom in change- 
overs for German firms: The amending law on cartels, 
that also takes effect in 1990. The Federal Government 
had intended this in fact to slow down the concentration 
of commercial enterprises. Although this good intention 
was more or less buried in a watered down amending 
law, Wupper says that “the discussion grew more and 
more acerbic for 2 years. Everybody thought 11 would be 
more rigorous, and buyers hastened to step in.” That is 
why sellers often come off well, desp’*s the enormous 
supply. Top prices are being paid fz healthy firms, 
thanks to the amending law on cartels and the internal 
market. 


Participation After the Sale 


Even those who, despite everything, do not want a 
separation from their family property, have various 
opportunities for escaping the tax reforms. For example, 
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some advisers recommend their clients to sell their firms 
and then buy a 25.1 percent interest in them. The 
entrepreneur would thus still be master in his house and 
have money left over, provided the remaining capital is 
well distributed. Some entrepresicurs are breaking up 
tneir firms into smaller units, enabling them to sell even 
after 1990 (if needed) at the 50 percent tax rate, because 
the DM2 and DMS million limits are applicable for the 
proprietor each year. 


Gert Hagen did not wish to split but “to make sure that 
the firm would continue on.” He considered the sale to 
the Spaniards the hest solution. He had beer chairman of 
the board since 1948. Now he is a senior employee rather 
than co-owner of the family firm and hopes that the 
Spaniards will extend his contract with Hagen 5 years 
from now. 


* Marketing Problems Drive Heavy Nixdorf Losses 
36200161 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
17 Apr 89 pp 123, 125 


[Unattributed report: “Late Awakening™] 


[Text] The firm Nixdorf Computer AG, long spoiled by 
success, must for the first time cope with the loss of 
millions. 


The good and the bad sides of business have always been 
accepted by Klaus Luft with philosophic composure: “It 
was a year with two faces,” the chairman of the executive 
committee [CEO] of Nixdorf Computer AG was wont to 
say when reviews of past performance became duc. 


At the meeting of the board of directors on Monday of 
last week, there was no longer any talk of two faces—the 
friendly side was missing. To the board members who 
had come to Paderborn to discuss the annual balance 
sheet, the CEO presented an enterprise which has sud- 
denly gone deeply into the red. Only through the sale of 
property and buildings worth DM250 million was Luft 
able to come up with a result that was just barely 
positive. 


Just at a time when Nixdorf competitors such as IBM 
and Hewlett Packard are once again describing the 
business of their German subsidiaries as good, the suc- 
cess series of the Paderborn firm comes to an end. The 
days of consistent double-digit growth rates, which in the 
past made Nixdorf a model firm of the German electron- 
ics industry, are over. 


As recently as 1987, Nixdorf had submitted a positive 
operating balance for the year—carnings of DM362 
million before taxes. In the past year, the computer 
manufacturer in Paderborn, discounting special yields, 
registered an estimated loss of DM75 million. Seldom 
has an enterprise of this size (Nixdorf AG: sales of 
DMS5.3 billion, 31,000 employees) declined so deeply 
and so quickly. 
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Not entirely without blame in this crisis is the 47- 


(AS/400), IBM made gains in a market in which Nixdorf 
registers a third of its sales. 


At the same time, Nixdorf was plagued by the small and 
inexpensive personal computers, which over the years 
have become ever more powerful. ee 
cial accounts of a bakery, let us say, can be 
any PC at a fraction of what it would cost 
classical Nixdorf system. Only by means 

with difficulty, to continue to do business 
months. 
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Nor can the second large sector, the business with 
and savings institutions, make the Nixdorf 
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statement printers, and terminals in such large 
that there is now no longer any great need for 


5 


The omissions of the past are difficult to compensate for. 
Nixdorf does not have a completely new system which 
would enable it to compete with the modern products 
the competitors, such as the AS/400 of IBM, and with the 
flood of personal computers. Instead, Luft is now trying 
to establish a presence everywhere. As part of a new 
“three-pillar strategy,” the Nixdorf salesmen are in the 
future to sell the firm's tested application programs 


2, 
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simultaneously fur inexpensive personal computers, for 
the traditional mid-level computers, and for the still 
relatively untested machines of the Targon series. 


The conversion means that the approximately 160 soft- 
ware programs for mid-level use must be rewritten. 
These programs, as for example one to do the bookkeep- 
ing of an electrical concern, could thus far be used cnly 
with the traditional Nixdorf machines. In the future they 
are to be available also for personal computers and the 
Targon series (operating system: Unix). 


Here Luft is putting his moncy above all on the Unix 
system, which is to be phased in gradually to work in all 
products of the firm. This operating system, developed 
20 years ago by the U.S. ATAT concern, is today being 
promoted internationally by several computer firms, 
which are desirous of making it a unified standard for 
the entire industry. Whether they will succeed is still 
unclear. 


In the opinion of the experts, Unix is a powerful and 
technically demanding system, which to date has been 
used for the most part in the technical-scientific sector 
with medium-sized computers. In the commercial area, 
Unix has thus far not gained acceptance: For the solu- 
tions required in this area, the system is relatively 
expensive and too difficult to program and operate. 


For the sake of Unix, Luft must retrain the entire sales 
department and expand the service teams. 


The conversion costs several hundred million DM and 
will take several years. Whether or not the clients will 
honor these efforts 1s impossible to predict—in its hered- 
itary mid-level market, Nixdori has thus far not installed 
a single large-sized Unix system. 


“Something positive has to happen,” says board member 
Martin Nixdorf, a son of the firm's founder, who with his 
mother and two brothers owns less than 50 percent oi the 
shares of Nixdorf common stock having voting rights. 
Says Nixdorf Jr.: “It's just got to work out somehow. The 
only question is: How?” 


The same question is asked by many of the 20 members 
of the board of directors, who are unable to make much 
of the remarks of the CEO and his hopes for Unix. For 
the time beins, the board members are waiting to see if 
Luft can reverse the trend and bring the firm back into 
the black already this year, as promised. 


The chairman of the board, the Essen attorney Gerhard 
Schmidt, bravely continues to stand by Luft. The situa- 
tion 1s under control, in his opinion: “It all depends now 
on the measures that are taken.” 


Nixdorf Jr. views the situation similarly, only he displays 
signs of impatience: “This year will be the acid test. 

















[Article by Joerg Buteweg: “Too Slo + and Too Expensive™] 


[Text] A customer from Duisburg shows up on the 
computer screen of a shipping dispatcher. He wishes to 


Music of the future. This is how, in the bes’ possible case. 
a sensible division of labor between road and rail would 
look. At the moment nothing like that is even in view, 
the railroad 1s too expensive and too slow. 


There is cert<<aly enough to carry. Anyone overtaking 
the long colurrs.3 of trucks on the federal autobahns has 
some idea of the volume of freight moved by road. Long 
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trucks by means of cranes, on the other hand, requires a 
lot of space. Since that is not available, a lot of switching 
is required, and that takes time. 


The approaches to the depots necessarily run smack 
through the citses, and that also takes me. Residents 


Wilhelm Paclimann, the railroad board member respon- 
sible for freight traffic, at one time proposed to simply 
demolish all freight depots and rebuild them outside the 
cities and preferably with connections te the motorways. 
That sounds decisive and dynamic but ignores the hur- 
expansion and construction of depots is delayed by 
lengthy planning procedures and the innumerable objec- 
tions by the people affected, that have to be dealt with by 
the administrative courts. Depots for combined traffic 
have been in the ing Stage at Stuttgart, Kornwest- 
heim, and Munich for the past 10 years, “and not a single 
spadeful of carth has beer. lifted” complains Hans 
Wenger, head of the Frankfurt Kombiverkehr [com- 
bined transportation] company. The firm is a joint 
subsidiary of the Federal Railroad and those road carri- 
ers that handle combined transports on behalf of the 
Federal Railroad. 


And yet, for once, there is no lack of money. More than 
DM/700 million have been allocated to the expansion of 
depots in a 10-year period. However, ministry experts 
complain, “the railroad cannot even spend the moncy, 
because planning is at a standstill.” 


Still, loading takes a lot of time and, for that reason, is 
expensive even at well constructed depots. Combined 
transportation is therefore worth while only for longer 
distances: Michael Drude of the Transportation Institute 
at Freiburg University thinks 300 km the lowest limit. 
That figure demonstrates how quickly traffic in the small 
Federal Republic comes up against its limits. From the 
aspect of freight yield, only a few routes more than 300 
km long could be considered imteresting for combined 
traffic. Drude, therefore, calls upon the railroads to think 
in terms of the entire EC. The longer the distances, the 
more the railroads could point to their undeniable 


advantages. 


Speed Is the Trump Card 


Unfortunately, international traffic causes the longest 
delays for the Federal Railroad and its sister organiza- 
tions. Due to the growing interlocking of the member 
countries since the establishment of the EC, interna- 
tional freight traffic has grown even more than domestic 
traffic, and all forecasts indicate that this trend will 
continue upon the establishment of the EC internal 
market. On the other hand, the railroad’s share in 
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the railroad 1s not really getting anywhere. With 
to the railroad’s commitmen' a spokesman of the 
Ministry for Transportation complained that “the devel- 


i 


other hand, 1s not real’ surprised that the railroad is 
hesitant to fully commit itself to combined transporta- 
tion. The railroad earns more by carrying a ton of freight 
in the traditional manner rather than in combined trans- 
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* Gevernmeat Urged To Prepare for EEC Role 1992 is not, however, simply the year when the Singic 

35420083a Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese Market becomes a reality. For Portugal 

11 Mar 89 p 14E year that one of its cotuzens will occupy the pressdency of 
the Communities, serving during the first half of 

{Commentary by economrst Cnstina Albuquerque} year. 

[Excerpts] Whether slogan or both slo = This councidence between the final year of the construc- 


Portugal, however, is a ship that is sailing to Europe. The 
discovery of this other continent beyond the Spanish 
"s dream, ut 

means 


All the objectives of our cypation in the communi- 
tres must be studied, and supported. [passage 
omitted] 
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tion of the Internal Market and the Portugucse presi- 
dency makes the challenge greater. We have an opportw- 
nity to preside over the destiny of Europe im a vital year. 
What we make of that opportunity, for good and for ill, 
will determine our prestige and our standing in 
Communities and, consequently, on 

scene [passage omitted] 


A Strong Presidency 
The study which I mentioned could be one of those 


define the pnorities of our presidency [passage omitted] 


There are—it always bears repeating although we ll 
know this—no ture solutions without two basic ingreds- 
ents. organizational ability and perseverance in the prep- 
aration. God forbid that wm this areca we should pul our 
trust in improvisations and last-minute flashes of bril- 
hance. We need to avoid the risks of an uninspired 
presidency, ill-informed and not very influential, as was 
the case with one of the more recent examples. [passage 
omitted] 


The Portuguese presidency of 1992 deserves careful 
thought. We should begin might now to approach the 
issue as assertively and as effectively as possible aid to 
create all the conditions to support it. 


Debut in the Midst of the ‘Spanish Year’ 


If Portugal is dilatory in its preparation, if “ does not 
assume the leadership of that process and of the presi- 
dency itself in political terms, it loses an opportunity to 
contribute to the European edification in 1992 and to 
Support its integration into the redesigned Europe begin- 
ning at the end of that year. 


In a 1992 that already shows signs of possibly being the 
“Spanish year.” because of the commemorations in 
Seville and the Olympics in Barcelona, and specifically 
during the first half of 1992, sandwiched between the 
presidential terms of two wealthier countnes (Holland 
and the United Kingdom) that have certain converging 
interests, Owr Country cannot lose the opportunity to 
assert itself. 


Otherwise, our country’s first presidency will betray our 
expectations and the cunosity of the other member states 
will be negatively satisfied. 











[Excerpts] The time is approaching when the PCP [Por- 


cap ebay ae ap Party] will be faced with a situation 
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* Poll Finds Majority Financially ‘Satisfied’ 








and at the same time, your party has been cxpernencing a 
steady decline in electoral influence. Doesn't 1 seem to 
you that this strategy 1s a blind alicy for the PCP” 


EXPRESSO: Maybe the political line of the Communists 
has not kept pace with that phenomenon of change. 


DA. Yes, there are also lags im responses to the new 
phenomena that have arisen—and that 1s a central point 
im the communist with the second 


movemenit—along 
wind that capitalism has gotten, which 1s also a factor to 
be taken into account. 





PSD « Democratic Party’ 


EXPRESSO: The PCP was recently im contact with the 
UDP [Popular Democratic Umon]. Why does 1 comsider 
the UDP—which takes Albania as ts mode! for soc- 
¢ty—2 party on the democratic camp while not taking the 
same attitude toward the PSD [Socal Democratic 
Party], whech has never challenged the current Gemo- 
cratec system” 


D.A. We consider the PSD to be a mghtwing party that 
% Carrying Owl an antidemocratx policy serving the 
imterests of landowners and big caprtalists. 


EXPRESSO.: Aren't you confusing the concept of being 
democratic with that of being on the left” 


D.A. No. it ss the old story of the Lefi and the Right. We 
feel that the PSD is a mghtwing party. 


EXPRESSO: But is i oF is & not a democratic party” 


D.A. it 6 a mghtwing party. In other words, since 
submits to the system's framework of activity, 1 is not, 
im that respect, outside the system. But it is a party which 
1S Carrying Out an antidemocratic policy that does not 
serve the interests of our peopic. 


EXPRESSO: Sut can't you answer yes or no to the 
question of whether the PSD 1s a democratic party” 


DA. Parties are not democratic because they say they 
are, «t depends on the actual policy they carry out. 


EXPRESSO.: But the PSD had that plank in its platform, 
and people voted for i. 


D.A. But note that the PSD does aot say that the law on 


EXPRESSO.: Are you convinced that the PSD would not 
win an election today’ 











EXPRESSO: But Cavaco Silva ss not Hitler. 
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EXPRESSO: The PCP said the same thing about the first 
over 50 percent of the vote. 


ity, the reason was thai a large share of the voters were 
convinced of the correctness of his proposals. 


EXPRESSO: That that if the message is not 
griting across, the 8 political formula must have 
exhausted 


D.A. No, not at all. We are a party which plays an active 
part on social life Naturally, we will draw the conclusmons 
from our setbacks; we will try to adapt our activity to 
circumstances, and we view the future with confidence 


EXPRESSO: But it 1s a historical fact that West Europe's 
Communist Parties are on the decline 


and 
some recovery being noted m Spain. But ot os truc that 
there are clectoral declines in almost all the countnes of 
caprtalst Europe. That 1s an objective conchlusson. There 
are oObyectirve and subjective reasons, bul os our decp 
convection that thes ss temporary and that vhe world 
moving toward socialism. There is a caw in effect today 
whoch s wrreversible as far as we are concerned: 1 1s that 
the caprtalrst camp 1s receding and the socialist camp 1s 
ecipanding 


“L aconditional Supporter of Perestroyha” 


cxrst without a multsparty system. That is not im any of 
the classical authors 


EXPRESSO Brezhnev would have opposed perestroyka 


DA. Well, | admu that Brezhnev personally might have 
been against | But the thing which | feel must be noted 
is that ot was a decision by the CPSU [Communist Party 
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of the Soviet Union]. And if you look at the report on the 
last congress before he died, you will see that it already 
contained many critical features. 


EXPRESSO: What do you think of the GDR Govern- 
ment’s banning of Soviet magazines and films? 


D.A.: I don’t know the reasons for it. 


EXPRESSO: How can the content of socialism be devel- 
oped if more and more capitalist principles are being 
introduced into those societies: private firms, the multi- 
party system, and a free press? 


D.A.: That is not in contradiction with socialism. Own- 
ership of the chief means of production continues to be 
socialist. 


EXPRESSO: And that wiil not be challenged? 


D.A.: Well, wait and see what happens, and then we will 
consider that problem. But I feel that the leaders are very 
clear on that point: anyone who thinks that the intention 
is to abandon socialism should lose his illusions. 


EXPRESSO: Can it be said that you are an uncondi- 
tional supporter of perestroyka? 


D.A.: Yes, | am an unconditional supporter of pere- 
stroyka when it comes to real perestroyka. Unfortu- 
nately, there is a lot of “contraband” around with respect 
to perestroyka. [passage omitted] 


‘Concealed and Falsified Reality’ 


EXPRESSO: Are you aware that the history of the USSR 
and the satellite countries is also a history of the manip- 
ulation of information? This can now be deduced from 
the revelations made in the Soviet Union concerning the 
country’s and the regime's past. 


D.A.: What I say is that analysis of the things that 
happened led to the conclusion that mistakes had been 
made. This does not mean that people were in a position 
to reach the same conclusion at the time. 


EXPRESSO: Do you feel that you were not in that 
position—thai the PCP was so naive that it was never 
able to assess what was happening there? 


D.A.: No, it is not a question of being naive but of being 
aware of a reality which, in many respects, was concealed 
and even falsified. You know that many of those prob- 
lems were not known even in the USSR itself, so much 
less would they be known in a party this far away. 


EXPRESSO: But this has been talked about outside the 
Soviet Union for 40 years. 


D.A.: Of course, but many things that are said about the 
socialist countries are distortions. 


D.A.: We try to form an opinion based on testimony 
from many sources, but naturally, the information we 
have on such diverse questions derives in great part from 
the contacts we have and what we can learn in that way. 
Incidentally, there are still people in the Soviet Union 
today who do not believe the things said about Stalin. 


EXPRESSO: Do you believe them or not? 


D.A.: I believe they are true, because the things that 
happened in Stalin's time are now known in much more 
detail and much more completely. After all, many doc- 
uments and many proofs have been made public. 


EXPRESSO: And how serious do you consider all that? 


D.A.: Very serious. | feel that no Communist Party can 
be in agreement with such things, and I fee! that it shows 
great courage on the part of the CPSU to have exposed 
those negative phenomena and be concerned to correct 
and prevent them. 


‘Stalin Guilty in a Relative Sense’ 


EXPRESSO: In the PCP, you are classified as a sup- 
porter of Stalin: as being orthodox. Is it true? 


D.A.: | consider that an insult. 
EXPRESSO: There was a time when it was not an insult. 


D.A.: Of course. Over 30 years ago, our Soviet comrades 
and Communists al! over the world took a different view 
of Stalin. | was very young at the time, but | remember 
old workers and Communist militants whose admiration 
of Stalin was extraordinary. And obviously, that admi- 
ration was due not to the deeply negative aspects of 
Stalin's political practice which later came to light, but to 
the role played by Stalin and the USSR in the war against 
Nazi fascism. Even today, Soviet leaders view him 
favorably as a great leader of men who achieved great 
cohesion within the Soviet fatherland against German 


aggression 


EXPRESSO: What about Stalin do you consider more 
important: his mistakes or his virtues? 


D.A.: It is proven today that many negative aspects of 
the development of socialism are due to Stalin's political 
practice. But during those years, the Soviet people won 
great victories both in the building of a new life and in 
the gigantic effort they made and the blood they shed to 
free their fatherland and Europe from Nazism. 


EXPRESSO: But wasn't Stalin to blame for a great many 
deaths because of his strategic errors? 
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D.A.: Guilty in a relative sense. We cannot blame him 
for the fact that his country was invaded. Guilty in the 
sense that he weakened the Army by liquidating great 
military leaders. In that sense, the sacrifices would 
certainly have been less severe. 


now engaging in demonstrations reflect genuine move- 
ments by the people or that those actions are being 
orchestrated from outside? 


D.A.: I believe that the assessment made by our Soviet 


EXPRESSO: There you go again, bringing up the opin- 
ions of others. We would like to hear your opinion. 


D.A.: Mine has to be based on information. 
EXPRESSO: Don't you read the newspapers? 


D.A.: Yes, but the phenomenon is extraordinarily com- 
plex. And I feel that this problem is of interest not only 
to the socialist countries but also to us. With all the talk 
about supranationality, how is it that after so many 
years, completely nationalist phenomena and traditions 
are still alive? This is a question which must make us 
reflect. 


EXPRESSO: So there was in fact a stifling of those 
sentiments. 


D.A.. I believe that that conclusion naturally and 
unavoidably has an objective basis: lagging development 
and an underestimation of national sentiments and 
cultures. In addition to the great successes achieved, 
there are, there must be, and there were considerable 
delays in applying appropriate solutions to such a com- 
plex national issue. 


1 would like to leave on one final note. In this interview 
we have not discussed the domestic issues which are the 
focus of the PCP’s attention, efforts, and energies— 
meaning specifically the urgent problems facing the 
workers and the people, the major issues stirring in 
Portuguese society, the disastrous policy of the PSD/ 
Cavaco Silva government, and our innovative proposals 
for solving national problems. In other words, a great 
deal of what 1s essential to an understanding of what we 
really are and want has been left out. 


* PS’ Sampaio: New Political Personality 


* Leader Profiled 
35420085a Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
11 Mar 8&9 pp 4R-8R 


{Article by Teresa de Sousa—first paragraph is 
EXPRESSO introduction] 


[Excerpts] The two major parties of the Portuguese Left 
will weigh in against each other next weekend with their 
Lisbon rallies. Jorge Sampaio will undergo his baptism 
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of fire as leader of the PS (Socialist Party), while in the 
PCP (Portuguese Communist Party) what is at stake is 
the inheritance of the mantle of Alvaro Cunhal, whose 
absence has been a dramatic experience for the party. We 
and we heard Cunhal’s apparent successor during his 
first major interview. 


the music not heard, the photos not taken....But where is 
the neophyte who would say that he was the martyr, the 
victim? Two months after his election as the third 
secretary general of the Socialist Party, one who spends a 
week with Jorge Sampaio discovers a “professional” who 
likes politics and doesn't seem to be making any sacrifice 
to pursue such a career. [passage omitted] 


One by one, Sampaio practices the rituals of power. 
Slowly getting used to his representation. With pleasure, 
apparently. [passage omitted] 


The New Symbol of Power 


Sampaio is affable, and stoically accepts the crowded 
agendas of visits prepared for him daily. However, he 
knows how to maintain the distance that a leader needs 
to keep. He listens, but does not answer. He meets with 
others to gather the opinions of the leaders but does not 
reveal his own more than is strictly necessary and proper. 
[passage omitted] 


He takes time to think, and maintains a strict reserve. He 
is, after all, a disciplined man. 


He likes to begin work very early and no one has to wait 
even a minute for him in the mornings. He knows how to 
organize himself and his work, although the computer 
which accompenied the short term of Victor Constancio 
is no longer in his office on Rua da Emenda. He 
acknowledges, betw_on two trips, that he will have to 
adapt to the new technologies but he still writes his 
speeches—when he writes them—out by hand, and lets 
his colleagues prepare some general ideas for him for 
each occasion. Surely he reads the files that are arranged 
on the desktop in his office, but he does not intend to 
become a specialist on all subjects. He is showered with 
requests for audiences from both inside and outside the 
party and reserves Wednesdays for them. At the begin- 
ning of each, he calmly and politely informs those 
present: “We'll talk...shall we say...for half an hour.” 
And that's the way it will be. 


An Emotional Relationship With Politics 


It is the same office that housed Mario Soares, on the 
third floor of the old building on Rua da Emenda. The 
only difference is that the walls have now been painted 
white, bereft of traces that would recall the era when, as 
a sign of the times, red was the predominant color of the 
working office of the founder of the PS and the jute 
carpet was right in fashion. 
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The atmosphere inside is serene and orderly. It is 
acknowledged that Sampaio spends more time in his 
own of.ice than Soares did, but certainly much less than 
Constancio. [passage omitted] 


Politics is steeped in his blood. It is something you 
discover when you follow him around for a week. “My 
friends tell me that...” So he's not making any sacri- 
fice... ‘He raises his hand to interrupt. “None, none at 
all.” 


Actually he's been involved in this business for almost 30 
years. And if he doesn't have the playful relationship 
with politics that Mario Soares had, neither is he driven 
by mere intellectual rationality. Sampaio at least has a 
deep emotional relationship with politics. He might 
perhaps prefer to practice the profession in some cther 
manner. He would like to contact the man in the street 
not only as a necessary form of political representation, 
but as a way to make more meaningful contact. He 
would like to give the work of a party the scientific and 
technical basis which many of the European parties 
have. But he knows, with certainty, that emotion is part 
of the life of a secretary general and it is an indispensable 
aspect of the Left. That is, 30 years of political life—both 
before and after 25 April—have taught him that a good 
speech is more effective than a thick file folder and that 
time spent with an ear to the ground is worth more than 
30 meetings. [passage omitted] 


He walks with his characteristic gait, somewhat hunched 
over and with his hands behind his back. [passage 
omitted] He confesses that he greatly prefers to walk. He 
tells us proudly how, whenever he can on a Sunday, he 
and his wife go out somewhere in the vicinity of Parque 
Eduardo VII, leisurely cross the city to Terreiro do Paco, 
and go back home. [passage omitted] 


For now, the hardest thing to adjust to is the loss of 
privacy. He is a family man, proud and solicitous of his 
family, who talks tenderly of his father who was a doctor 
and who introduced vaccination campaigns into Portu- 
gal; of his mother who still writes to the friends she left 
behind in Baltimore 40 years ago and who gave him his 
command of English; of his wife who is, visibly, a natural 
source of strength. He prefers to keep the children— 
there are two, Vera, 12, and Andre, 8—discreetly in the 

for the time being, far from the ups and 
downs of the public life that will be his. 


Even so, Sampaio opens the doors of his house and his 
family history to us. His roots in Sintra where he played 
in the streets and punched trolley tickets on Macas 
beach, and where he stood out because of his unusual red 
hair and immense freckles. The time spent in Baltimore, 
in the United States, when his father was studying public 
health. At the age of 8 he attended the conservatory, fell 
in love with music, played the old piano that two elderly 
neighbor ladies lent him, and saw Bernstein, in the flesh. 
“If I had stayed in the United States | think I would have 
been a musician.” The Portuguese reality and a cultured 
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middle-class family would lead him in other directions 
and into visceral opposition to the old regime....His 
home and his refinement reflect family tradition and his 
class origin; discreet good taste reigns. 


He never played again. Politics and the law have 
absorbed him completely during the past 30 years. But 
the first trip he took with his wife, who has a good 
position with TAP (Portuguese Airways), was to Berlin 
to hear all nine Beethoven symphonies conducted by von 
Karajan. 


Methodical Pessim:~m 


In reality, Cavaco Silva no longer has an adversary who 
plans to “compete” with him. Sampaio is from “another 
world”; his roots are different, his life and his way of 
being in politics are different. Good taste and culture are 
an intrinsic part of his life. Efficiency is not, it is true, his 
principal characteristic; his charisma will not spring 
from indifferent coldness but from warmth, from a 
capacity for feeling, and from a certain strength that 
from time to time seems to emerge in him. [passage 
omitted] 


In his pessimism, as his friends say, “he is methodical.” 
His colleagues explain: “Before he begins anything, no 
matter what it is, he paints everything black and frets 
over the foreseeable difficulties... Later, halfway 
through, he gains enthusiasm and usually ends up 
euphoric.” 


“This is all very complicated”....we heard him say 
between his teeth time after time when faced with an old 
faction or a region that has problems. 


At the Bessa Stadium 


[Passage omitted] Sampaio is almost fanatic about soc- 
cer, doesn't conceal the fact that he roots for Sporting, 
won't miss a good game if he can help it. It is, after all, 
one of the rare pleasures he can still enjoy occasionally. 
Another is to tell old hunting stories, or astonishing tales 
of experiences in Africa, or old emotions from the time 
when “Eurico de Figueiredo was hiding in my mother's 
attic...” 


Sampaio enjoys life just as he enjoys politics. The only 
thing that seems hard for him is being an integral part of 
a world whose credibility he believes to be seriously 
shaken, whose vices he wants to reject. “There is a 
dignity in the State, there is a dignity in politics” that it 
18 Vital to restore. 


Intrigue and the coup irritate him but leave him reason- 
ably remote from the infighting. He doesn’t seem much 
given to conciliations and confidences; he knows that 
between him and the press there is a constant war 
without truce, that he has a difficult adversary to con- 
tend with from that side. In short, we saw him be both 
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affable and distant. Both discreet and exuberant. Pessi- 
mist and enthusiastic. This gentleman of British habits 
can just as easily like bullfights and hunting, play golf, or 
go on walks. 


There are, therefore, mysteries still to be explained, there 
are still unfathomable areas and questions that remain. 
Secretary general for 2 months now, Jorge Sampaio put 
on the cloak of his new post with the willingness that is 
typical of politicians. It remains to be seen whether he 
will succeed in being, on the Left, the politician. [passage 
omitted] 


* Course To Be Chosen 
35420085b Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
1] Mar 89 p 3 


[Commentary by Jose Antonio Saraiva} 


[Text] The new leader of the PS, Jorge Sampaio, is 
undisputably a lucky man. 


Coinciding with his ascension to party leadership, the stars 
would seem to have aligned themselves to give him a 
pleasant introduction to the world of high-level politics. 


There are surprises on both his right and his left. 


On one side, four ministers (Roberto Carneiro, Alvaro 
Barreto, Leonor Beleza, and Miguel Cadilhe) find them- 
selves involved in public controversies, without the 
secretary general of the PS having done anything to cause 
this. 


In some cases, it was the press that raised the questions; 
in others, the ministers themseives provoked the events. 


But, on the other side, the situation isn't any better, quite 
the contrary. 


The PCP, which battled the PS for years over the votes 
on the Left, faces its greatest crisis yet—one from which 
it is unlikely to come out unscathed. 


The situation is aggravated by the circumstance that the 
crisis of faith of many militants and a significant number 
of its leaders is occurring at the same time as the illness 
of its irreplaceable leader: Alvaro Cunhal. 


Jorge Sampaio—obviously—had no role in this either. 


From Spectator to Actor 


But although the new leader of the Socialist Party has so 
far been able to limit himself to benefiting from the 
destiny or the actions of others, it is time now for him to 
assume a role on the front lines and show himself capable 
of exploiting the opportunities that fortune has afforded 
him. 
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Especially because although i is almost certain that 
some of those who voted for the PSD (Social Democratic 
Party) on 19 June are confused today, and some of them 
who have always voted for the PCP no longer have 
reasons to do so, it cannot be assumed that all those 
people have alresdy decided to give their vote in the next 
elections to the Socialist Party. 


Sampaio must still, then, bring the votes of the disillu- 
sioned over to his side. 


So then the question arises: what would be the best way 
to do this? 


I believe that there are two roads open to the secretary 
general of the PS. 


The first is the “serene strength” route. 


Jorge Sampaio would not make spectacular gestures, he 
would choose the right moments to criticize the govern- 
ment, he would exp..in what differentiates him from 
Cavaco Silva, he would submit his solutions to the 
country—and he would wait for the voters to 

reach the conclusion that they should vote for the PS in 
1991. 


Although feasible, this route is not electrifying. 


The alternative, although it entails more risks, would 
certainly win him more enthusiastic adherents. 


Its the strategy of anticipation. 


Instead of waiting for events, Sampaio would make them 
happen—heading his party's slate for the European 
Parliament and arguing that those elections represent an 
early judgement of the government's performance. 


The Virtues and the Dangers 


The virtues of this strategy are obvious: the PS leader 
would rapidly become known throughout the country, he 
“would show off” to the electorate, and he would take 
advantage of the special difficulties that Cavaco Silva 
faces in these elections—contests in which he does not 
want to involve any member of the administration, 
which means he will have trouble finding a figure of 
national status to head the slate. 


In other words, Jorge Sampaio could benefit from bet- 
ting everything on elections where the PSD is not in a 
position to place big wagers. 


Of course there are risks here too—nor are they very 
difficult to predict. 
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By plaving a strong hand in June, the socialist leader 
would—if things do not turn out well—enter the cam- 
paign for the year-end clections in the autonomous 
governing bodies, as well as the next legislative elections, 
in a weakened condition. 


So the choice 1s not an easy one, and depends largely on 
Sampaio's appraisal of his principal adversary. 


If he believes that Cavaco Silva will gradually lose 
ground from now on, then it would be best to wait, rather 


But if, on the contrary, he thinks that the prime minister 
wii) be able to recover from the somewhat unsatisfactory 
penod the government is expenencing, it would be better 
to take advantage of the favorable circumstances and 
play his strongest card nght now—betting everything on 
a surprising result that could signal the beginning of the 
Socialist Party's electoral recovery. 


* PS Reacts to PCP of Coalitions 
35420086a Lisbon EUROPEU in Portuguese 
17 Mar 89 p 3 


[Text] “The PCP [Portuguese Communist Party] 1s in a 
position of strategic isolation within Portuguese society 
and wants to convey the idea that this is not its own fault 
but the fauu of outside forces and, in this case, the 
Socialist Party,” Jorge Sampaio said yesterday at a press 
conference held to respond to criticisms expressed by the 
Communists the evening before. 


At issue are the PCP’s accusations that in the upcoming 
local elections, the Socialists are preparing to expand 
their coalitions and alliances with the PSD [Social Dem- 
ocratic Party] and CDS [Social Democratic Center 
Party] in a significant number of municipal chambers. 
Because of that, the PCP decided at its Central Commit- 
tee mecting on Tuesday to regard as ended the phase in 
which it was proposing coalitions with the Socalists in 
local governments where the Right is in power but the 
Left is in the majority. 


In the opinion of Lopes Cardoso and Jorge Lacao., 
members of the National Secretariat of the PS [Socialist 
Party}, things are obviously not that way. 


In a communique which they read to reporters—and the 
writing of which the press conference by 45 
minutes—they said: “The PCP, true to its traditional 
stands, is again confusing dialogue with the imposition 
of its own points of view.” 


The Socialists say that dialogue with a view to forming 
coalitions for the local election campaign has not been 
exhausted. 
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Pressed by EUROPEU to explain in detail what forms 
that dialogue with the Communists might take, Lopes 
Cardoso mentioned the problem of the legal system as 1 
relates to local governments. 


The PS leader in charge of local government issues 
asserted that the party has no preferential agreements 


pean Parliament. In 
PCP’s standoffish attitude” is going to be reflected in a 
wer kening of that party. 


In the communique distributed to reporters, the Social- 
ists say they deplore the fact that the PCP “is once again 
making the PS the main target of its attacks rather than 
helping to defeat the PSD and the orange government.” 
But, they say, “the PS will not fall into that trap: the PSD 
continues to be our main adversary.” 


* UGT, CGT Agree on Joint 
35420083c Lisbon EUROPEU in Portuguese 
9 Mar 89 p 5 


[Report by Guiomar Belo Marques] 


[Text] In an affirmation of their willingness to hold a 
dialogue, the top leaders of the two Portuguese labor 
federations y placed their respective signatures 
on the first CGTP/UGT (General Confederation of 
Portuguese Workers/General Workers Union) docu- 
ment, one that will henceforth serve as the common 
“platform” of the Working Group of the Permanent 
Social Deliberation Council. 


“We are not going to be just one voice.” said Torres 
Couto at the end of the meeting, in response to a 
question as to whether there would be “frontism™ from 
now on. “We will be many voices, saying and defending 
the same thing.” he added. 


For now, and as their first joint policy statement, the 
UGT and CGTP defined as their priority objectives a 
discussion “with urgency” in the Social Deliberation 
Council of: the restoration of the loss in purchasing 
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power suffered by the workers in 1988, a reduction in the 
IRS (Institute for Social Reintegration) and exemption 


workers. “We don't want strikes,” Torres Couto said on 
this point. “We want to dialogue and negotiate, but we 
have to call strikes when the government refuses to talk.” 


wanted to make it clear that their differences do not 
convey the essential nature of this moment. “We were 
ready for a joint May Day celebration that we would 

on 15 years hence, but we have left 
that issue behind. We have to understand that cach of 
he 


took 3 days ago, in which the CGTP criticized the UGT 
by saying that certain UGT attitudes made a joint 
commemoration of the upcoming May Day inviable, has 
not changed but that “it is not an obstacle to what was 
accomplished at this meeting. Unity on the basis 
specific objectives is important, and the stance we 
taking now will certainly strengthen the unity of 
workers.” 


However, the CGTP coordinator left open the possibility 
of other commemorations in other years under other 
conditions, thereby making it clear that the doors are not 
closing, but opening with the passage of time and as the 
situation, from his point of view, may require. “We are 
trying to create a context that reinforces convergence, 
but without creating frustrations. The idea is to take sure 
steps, not false steps.” 


“I am worried about the future,” Torres Couto pointed 
out “and here today the future made very significant 
progress.” Concluding, in response to a question as to 
whether or not a general strike might still be held in 
Portugal this year, he said that “what we want now is a 
general negotiation.” 


of 
are 
the 


* Newspapers Rated on Reliability, Durability 
35420088a Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
18 Mar 89 p 8 


[Text] “A newspaper important to society” that is written by 
“well-informed reporters,” “not sensationalistic,” and 
reports “the true facts”—that is how EXPRESSO is viewed 
by a great majority of those interviewed in a poll conducted 
by Marktest on the image of weekly newspapers. 
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EXPRESSO leads in most of the 13 areas relating to the 
characteristics” of weekly newspapers, being 
slightly outdone by O INDEPENDENTE in only two 
areas: “very dynamic” journalism (73.1 percent for O 
INDEPENDENTE, compared to 72.0 percent for 
EXPRESSO) and in being an “up-and-coming” newspa- 
per (71.9 percent con nared to 69.8 percent). O INDE- 
PENDENTE is also regarded, by a large margin in 
comparison with all the others, as being a newspaper “for 
young people.” 


Does It Report the Truth? (percentages) 
Newspaper Yes No 
EXPRESSO 65.3 $.3 
SABADO $9.6 5.4 
O INDEPENDENTE $0.7 68 
O JORNAL 444 14.1 
SEMANARIO 416 11.9 
PRIMEIRA PAGINA 34.0 13.2 
TEMPO 25.6 25.7 
O DIABO 29.8 414 


The question “Could this newspaper disappear?” 
brought interesting answers. Only 2 percent of those 
polled answered yes as regards EXPRESSO. The affir- 
mative answers in the case of the other newspapers were 
as follows: SABADO: 7.2 percent; SEMANARIO: 10.8 
percent; O INDEPENDENTE: 12.5 percent; O JOR- 
NAL: 17.4 percent; PRIMEIRA PAGINA: 18.9 percent; 
TEMPO: 23.8 percent; and O DIABO: 30.8 percent. 


Could This Newspaper Disappear? (percentages) 


Newspaper No Yes 
“XPRESSO 75.5 2.0 
SABADO 56.8 7.2 
O INDEPENDENTE 53.4 12.5 
O JORNAL $2.2 17.4 
SEMANARIO 498 10.8 
PRIMEIRA PAGINA 45.3 18.9 
O DIABO 32.3 8 
TEMPO 30.6 238 
Most Popular Editors 


Another piece of information provided by the poll con- 
cerns the popularity of the respective editors. 


The results show that 54.1 percent of O INDEPEN- 
DENTE'’s readers “like the editor,” Miguel Esteves Car- 
doso. He is followed by Joaquim Letria (48.8 percent of 
SABADO's readers), Jose Antonio Saraiva (39.8 percent 
of EXPRESSO's readers), Vera Lagoa (34.9 percent of O 
DIABO’s readers), Ribeiro Ferreira (32.1 percent of 
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PRIMEIRA PAGINA’s readers), Silva Pinto (30.8 per- 
cent of O JORNAL's readers), Victor da Cunha Rego 
(18.9 percent of SEMANARIO’s readers), and Nuno 
Rocha (20.0 percent of TEMPO's readers). As for editors 
who are rejecied by some of their readers, Joaquim 
Letria heads the list, followed by Jose Antonio Saraiva, 
Ribeiro Ferreira, Miguel Esteves Cardoso, Silva Pinto, 
Victor da Cunha Rego, Vera Lagoa. and Nuno Rocha 
(the only one with a negative image: 20 percent like him: 
35 percent do not). 


It should be noted that after EXPRESSO (which accord- 
ing to the poll is the newspaper which comes closest to 
being the “ideal newspaper”) and O INDEPENDENTE., 
the weekly publication with the greatest number of 
favorable characteristics 1s SABADO, which scores well 
in all areas. 


Over 5 Hours To Read 


As far as reading habits are concerned, EXPRESSO 
turns Out to be the newspaper that takes the longest to 
read (about 5 hours 20 minutes), followed by SEMA- 
NARIO (3 hours 45 minutes), O JORNAL (3 hours 30 
minutes), O INDEPENDENTE (3 hours 10 minutes), 
TEMPO (2 hours 30 minutes), SABADO (2 hours 20 
minutes), and O DIABO (2 hours). 


itically.” This applies espe- 


feel that EXPRESSO is closer 
Left, that it is more favorable 
the government, that it defends 
democracy and the rc public, and that it is to be identi- 
fied more with sovial democracy than with socialism. 


cially to 
Most of those polled also 
the R the 


EXPRESSO's most unfavorable characteristics are its 
format (considered impractical) and the number of pages 
(called excessive). In that latter respect, SABADO wins 
over all the other publications. 


The poll comprised 623 individuals of both sexes 
between the ages of 13 and 64 years of age who are 
regular readers of weekly newspapers and live in Greater 
Lisbon, Greater Porto, or Coimbra. The fieldwork was 
conducted between 15 and 21 December. 
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* Background, Composition of Islamic Community 
35420084 EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
11 Mar 89 pp 18R-22R 


{Article by Nuno Ferreira: “The Portuguese Face of 
Islam™—first paragraph 1s EXPRESSO introduction] 


[Text] At a moment conducive to an outburst of passion 
about the Rushdie case. and when the fundamentalists 
are secking to widen the cultural abyss that separates the 
West from the Muslim world, the Islamic community in 
Portugal 1s aware of the attention turned toward 1 and 
has chosen moderation. In other paris of the world the 
reactions tend to be divided, as seen, for example. in 
Paris. London or New York. 


“We were deeply wounded because he abused the person 
of Mohammed. He called the Prophet's wives prosti- 
tutes. He used the name of the Prophet, which we do not 
permit anyone to do. It 1s something abnormal to us. We 
put the Prophet Mohammed on the highest plane and we 
have an obligation to love the Prophet more than our 
fathers. You can ask my sons. And | was even more 
disgusted when | saw him say on television that if he had 
known what the reaction would be, he would have been 
even more critical.” 


According to the anonymous Portuguese Muslim whom 
we have just quoted, he considers Rushdie’s book 
“Satanic Verses”—cven without having read it—as an 
“intolerable” offense. but, like the overwhelming major- 
ity of the Portuguese Islamic community, he sees Rush- 
die’s death sentence by Khomeini as an “act of political 
radicalism.” “The religion of Islam is, by nature, toler 
ant. No one can condemn a man to death without any 
right to trial by the learned men of Islam. It 1s wrong of 
Khomeini to politically exploit something which is so 
sacred to us, just as as it 1s wrong for Mrs. Thatcher to 
make a political issue of i.” 


The Islamic community in Portugal feels the attention 
turned on it and 1s choosing moderation. Not much 
given to political activism and almost totally absorbed in 
the daily bustle of commerce, the Portuguese Muslims 
see the current agitation as something remote from them. 
taking place in another country. Moreover, since 98 
percent of them are Suni, they view the current situation 
as yet another case of posturing by the radical Shiites. 


Finally, since the “Holy War™ (Jihad) is an anti-imperi- 
alist and anti- Western affirmation, it does not seem 
reasonable to invoke it in a country where the encour ter 
with Arab civilization 1s still part of the cultural heritage 
today (language, customs, monuments). Portugal is a 
nation in which to look at the world of Islam 1s, in part. 
to look at its own past. “The Portuguese encounter with 
Islam has never ended: it as persisted to our time and 
this 1s rare in relation to other civilizations,” commented 
Sulerman Valy Mamedc. who has presided over Lisbon's 
Islamic community for 20 years. 
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Currently numbering more than 15,000, the community 
comprises mostly Muslims of Indian and Pakistani or- 
gin, who came here from Mozamb:que following inde- 
pendence, and Afncans from Guinea-Bissau; they are 
concentrated in Lisbon and its stthough 
there are nuclei in Faro, Peniche, Porto and Couw~'sra. In 
a litth more than 10 years. these individuals have 
created a network of small mosques, places of worship 
and “madrassas” (schools) around the capital, by which 
they seek to perpetuate the Islamic faith, culture and 
civilization. 


In addition to the Lisbon mosque, there are mosques in 
Odivelas and Laranjeiro and places of worship in Car- 
naxide, Colina do Sol, Fonte da Casa, Vialonga and 
Portela. The difference between a mosque and a place of 
worship 1s that a mosque must ensure observance of the 
five daily prayers prescribed by the Islamic faith. 


Iniegration 


When Suleiman Valy Mamede, the founder of the com- 
munity, arrived in Portugal in 1953, the Muslims could 
be counted on one hand. Abdul Vakil, current president 
of the council and number two member, still recalls the 
days when the prayers were conducted in his home. 
“When there was a holy day—Ramadan, for example— 
we would go out looking for other Muslims to pray with 
us.” Vakil still has photographs of these mectings in the 
1960's, when 15 or 20 people, at most, gathered in his 
home. 


When the community was founded in 1968, there were 
about |5 to 20 people in all. “We had many problems.” 
recalled Vale Mamede. “! was called in 19 times by the 
PIDE [International and State Defense Police] and some 
18 times by the Civil Government of Lisbon, so much so 
that, at one point, I was ready to give up the statutes. 
Creating an Islamic community was a problem then, 
because of the position of the Islamic countries regarding 
colonialism.” 


The first formal request for land on which to build the 
principal mosque in Lisbon was made in 1966, bul 
construction did not begin until 1978. After 25 April, the 
Egyptian ambassador granted a ground floor room in his 
residence for prayers and later, in 1979, the Mota Pinto 
government granted part of a palace, on the Principe 
Real, for the installation of a temporary mosque. 


When they began to flow in from Mozambique, where a 
third of the population is Muslim and has all the facili- 
ties for worship (organized communities, mosques, 
Islamic cemeteries), the Muslims were confronted with 
the almost total absence of any structures. “We were 
even niaking our prayers in our hotel rooms,” recounted 
Mohamed Adamgy, of the community of Laranjeiro. “! 
remember one holy day when we held prayers on a lawn 
in Lisbon; we even held prayers in the Sports Pavilion.” 
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Gradually the community became established, p-rticu- 
larly in commerce, in which they were already predom- 
inant in Mozambique. Following independence, 

for economic reasons or because of political and reli- 


the leadership of the community, with two individuals— 
Mussa Omar and Valy Mamede—<claiming the presi- 
dency. The dispute ended with a consensus slate in July 
1988, but the unfinished mosque is a reflection of this 
period of upheaval. 


The sheikh or mullah of the mosque 1s named Munir and 
it is this young theologian, educated in Pakistan and 
India, who leads the five daily prayers prescribed by the 
religion and teaches classes in the mosque’s small 
“madrassa.” Since, in Islam, there are no priests or any 
type of religious authority (except in the particular case 
of the Shiite sect), the functions of Mullah Munir are 
primarily those of guidance, counsel, and education. 


When we visited at the end of another day of classes, 
Munir was alone in the classroom where he teaches 
religion. Behind a desk surrounded with books, he has a 
television set and video and also a computer. In the back, 
there is a pile of video cassettes which tell the history of 
the Prophet or show how a pilgrimage to Mecca 1s made. 


Although the school has 70 students enrolled, Munir can 
only count on 15 to 20 students a day, because it is 
impossible for many of them to fit in both the official 
school and the 2 hours they would have to spend here 
reading the Koran or learning the history of Islam. 


The purpose of the school is to familiarize the children 
with the Koran, particularly the chapters necessary for 
prayer. The history of Islam is outside the Portuguese 
context, however. Students occasionally come to his 
class in some confusion; they tell Munir that the teacher 
in the official school taught them that they we 
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studying in England. “I know that, with an education in 
Islamic history, he will not earn rivers of money. but he 
will be a teacher. And so | know that his children, my 
grandchildren, will also follow the religion,” he explains. 
In the mosque school of Laranjeiro, where Bikha’s son 
studied, there are currently 120 children. “My daughter 
is in the fourth grade,” Hassan Bikha explains. “She goes 
to primary school in the morning, comes home for lunch, 
returns to school and finally gets out at 1530 hours. She 
rushes home, puts on Islamic dress and goes to the 
‘madrassa’ for 2 hours. She comes home, does her lessons 
and, in what little time she has left, she reviews her 
Arabic lessons.” 


The mosque is ‘ocated amid the tall towers of the 
conumenh of ténadian, Gs Go Gant aah of Ge 
ground floor of a building, we saw painted in 
letters: “Islamic Community of the Sul do Tejo 


At 1300 hours, the believers who live nearby begin to 
arrive, calm and patient, for another of the five daily 
prayers. They comsove Gute does af Gee eatmaee, chore 
five clocks stand, marking the hours of prayer, and a 
blackboard where instructions are posted. 


For Muslims like Hassan Bikha or Mohamed Adamgy,. 
the ritual is already a habit. After removing their shoes, 
they proceed to the lavatories where they perform the 
ritual of ablution that precedes prayer. By washing their 
faces and limbs, they seck to present themselves to God 
“purified,” “with a clean heart” and a “humble soul,” 


PORTUGAL 


which does not submit to anyone except God. Then they 
adoration of and submission to God (Allah. im Arabic). 


The community of the Sul do Tejo is one of the largest. 
because most of the believers took care to find housing 
near the existing mosque. “Any non-Muslim who want 
to sell a house here can set quite a high price, because he 
knows a Muslim will always show up and pay whatever 


were accustomed to observing them im a territory 
(Mozambique) where there were almost 6 million Mus- 
lims, the young people are initiated in an environment in 
which Western culture holds sway, in the streets, in the 
schools, on television... 


Some parents begin to take their children to the mosque 
when they are 7 and 8 years old, so they will be 
introduced early to the habit of prayer, even though they 
are not obligated to practice their religion strictly until 
they reach puberty, at 14 or 15 years. “The danger lies in 
ourselves,” Bikha explained. “If we stray from the path 
and fall away from the mosque and from our traditions, 
then it is natural that our children will do the same. But 
if we remain firm, our children will never stray.” 


As an affirmation of their own cultural identity, the 
community leaders are encouraging the use of traditional 
clothing, which fell into disuse in the carly years in 
Portugal. “We make a point of dressing like this so people 
will become accustomed to it. Sometimes when we walk 
around here in our traditional clothing, the people still 
stare and sometimes we hear: ‘Hey, dude, is it carnival 
already” But they are already used to our headdress, we go 
into a cafe and no one says anything to us.” 


Farther north, in Odivelas, the leaders of the local mosque 
are tireless in their praise of the young people of the 
community. “They are even better than we are. They learn 
the theology, they say their prayers, there are no devia- 
tions. We maintain a very proper family environment.” 














them work at home and others work in the shops beside 
their husbands, as in the case of the wives of Adamgy 
and Bikha, who work in their husband's shops in Laran- 


the home as long as she is working with other women or 
with the family.” 


According to Sheikh Munir, it is the man’s responsibility 
to support the household. “But if he cannot do it alone, 
the woman may work as long as it is in favorabk 
surroundings and the family environment will not be 
destroyed. If the parents set a bad example, it would 
effect the behavior of the children.” Munir listed jobs 
that are suitable for women: “They may work in hospi- 
tals, as nurses, or in schools, as teachers. What we cannot 
have 18 misunderstandings, because the marrage must 
sat be destroyed; we cannot have any possibility of 
accusations on cither side.” 


The temptation to wear Western clothing also presents 
some problems, but Munir argues that the important 


problem, as long as they are covered, and women can 


as 
also wear Western clothing that covers them up. With 
regard to women, however, Western clothing that is 
short and revealing would not be very acceptable,” he 


its numbers, however, what distinguishes the Islamic 
community in Portugal, in its smail ghetto, is its ability, 
common to all religious minorities, to resist cultural 
“Now the sun rises at about 0700 hours. Since the first 
prayer is said before then, I get up at about 0600 hours 
and pray at the mosque. The second prayer is said as the 
sun passes the zenith, between 1300 and 1600 hours. 
Since | work in Lisbon, | generally go to the mosque 
there. The third prayer is between 1600 he rs and 1830 
hours. | am at work then, but I arrange a space im the 
back of the shop for prayer. How do | know where to turn 
to face Mecca” | took a reading with a compass and now 
| always know what side to go to. The fourth prayer 
follows the sunset. | pray at 1900 hours, still at the shop. 
The fifth prayer is said in the evening and | can do it at 
the mosque close to my home,” explained a Muslim. 


In this small world where daily life is governed by the 
verses of the Koran, any sacrilege is an offense against 
the life of every Muslim. “Islam means voluntary sub- 
mission to Allah. We submit voluntarily to Allah the 
Creator. Hence any offense against Allah is an offense 
against our selves,” they explain. 


* Criminal Police Engage in Union Activism 


Destabilization Charged 
35420087a Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 19 Mar 89 p 4 


[Text] Minister of Justice Fernando Nogucira expressed 
the view yesterday that the strike action of the Criminal 
Investigations Police 1s linked with “demonstrations and 
campaigns designed to destabilize the security services 
and forces.” 








* Activities Disavowed 
3452008 7a Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
18 Mar 89 p i4 


[Editorial by J.A.S.: “The Rights of Policemen™] 


[Text] The problem of whether or not there should be 
trade unions for policemen is a rather curious one. 
Some years ago, a well-known columnist wrote the 
following: “The Portuguese people do not like the 
police.” 


Obviously he was referring to citizens on the left, since 
the right wing, with a zealous concern for law and order, 
has never concealed its fondness fc « uniforms. 


It nonetheless remains interesting that some Portuguese 
citizens who claim to be “leftists” seem as concerned 
about the agents of the PSP [Public Safety Police] today 
as those on the right. 

However, this does not go to the heart of the question. 


One of the in favor of police umons 1s the fact 
that in the countries, there are unions of this type. 


This argument, although not negligible, 1s not definitive 
either. 
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And above all, i should not prevent discussion of the 
problem. 


The basic question which needs to be faced squarely is 
this: Are policemen citizens equal to others, that 1s to say 
do they have the same nghts and duties as other citizens, 
or not? 


The answer is that they do not. 


A police force is not an organization comparable to a 
business, for example. 


Like the Army, it ts based on rigid principles, such as 


Since the police force is one of the pillars on which the 
State rests, because without i i is not possible to 
maintain public order, it is unthinkable that im should 
not function in orderly and disciplined fashion, as a body 
obedient to a chain of command. 


Now, this is incompatible with the “trade-union spirit.” 
Trade unions do not seck wage benefits alone. 


They have other historic missions, such as the battle for 
social change, the campaign against inequality, and the 
challenge of privileges. 


How 18 it possible to imbue an institution which requires 
discipline and has as its task \he defense of law and order 
with a spirit of demand and challenge of the established 
order” 


We will venture an example, so that the problem will be 
made clear. 


Is it acceptable for police agents to take part in a UGT 
[General Workers Union] or INTER [National Inter- 
trade-U mon Organization] demonstration” 


Is it conceivable that, in the event of a clash between the 
demonstrators and the police, policemen would fight 
policemen” 


Whatever one might wish, the institutions to which a 
falls to maintain law and order are not institutions just 
hike any others. 


To criticize certain of the methods of action they may 
sometimes use 1s one thing. 


To confuse the police with the trade unions, whose 
mission it is to make demands, to challenge, and to 
transform society, 1s quite another. 
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between the party and the UGT can be debdeted next month. 


Raimon Obols. the leader of the socialists on Catalonia, 


careful acte of the fact that he had an interview with 
Leguina lasting “almost 3 hours.” 
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Rodmngucz de la Borbolla was then summoned by Felipe 
Gonzalez to receive a warming “Pepotc.” be was told, 
“esther you arc with me, woth the majority, or you stand 
with the critics who want to become the polstecal arm of 
the UGT im the party.” Felipe Gonzalez s applying this 
same therapy to the other leaders of the peripheral 
PSOE. although sometimes be makes use of Alfonso 
Guerra. “lt 5 like 23 Tebruary.” one of them has sand 
“The king summoned the commanders in chicf and 
asked them on whose side they were Now Felipe os doing 
the same thing with his “barons.” 


The Rebellion of the Barons 


The view of the government sector 1 now fixed on the 


president in Madnd. Joaquin Leguina. who 1s regarded in 
some circles as “the only man capable of turning all of this 


that the “rebellion of the barons” 
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makes th “88 of a mayonty foreseeable for the PSOE. is 


to the task of negotiating an clectoral coalition with the 
right wing. the center, or the nationalists. 


SURVEY MADE BY SIGMA DOS FOR TIEMPO 


Total Sen 
. Men 


Reprise of European Parhament Vote 
PSOE ar CDs Ww cw 


De pow behese it possible thet Felipe Conzales #ill not be a candidate for the post of prime minister on the coming elections” 


Yes 69 264 274 
No $37 $56 19 
Dont know No answer 194 180 208 
Vowld vow lhe thes to happen” 

Ves 4s) #O$ we 
No Mu? tha w0 


20.2 161 4) 


Dent know No answer 


290 we 345 429 1 
Sa 6 $10 4i4 wo 435 
124 104 25.1 180 244 


147 BO 8 $70 92 617 
698 6! 235 a9 192 
15.5 it 196 is v1 
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SURVEY MADE BY SIGMA DOS FOR TIEMPO 
Total Sex Reprise of European Parliament Vote 

& Men Women PSOE AP* CDS IU civ 
Which of the following PSOE leaders should replace Felipe Gonzalez as candidate for prime minister’ 
Narcis Serra 12.4 12.9 12.0 18.6 23 15.6 8.5 28.5 
Javier Solana 5.0 49 $.0 10.0 34 68 1.6 0.0 
Alfonso Guerra 12.5 11.5 13.5 20.5 73 13.0 10.0 9.1 
Joaquin Leguina 4.1 $.7 26 5.8 11 71 8.9 0.0 
Miguel Boyer 41 3.0 $.2 48 3.3 7.2 1.4 44 
Fernandez Ordonez 10.3 12.4 8.3 95 18.6 15.4 5.6 0.0 
Joaquin Leguina 1.6 2.3 09 04 3.3 3.7 1.7 5.5 
Don't know or no response $0.0 47.3 52.6 30.5 60.6 31.1 62.4 $2.3 
*Popular Alliance 
[Box, p 32] to expand the autonomy statutes of autonomous com- 


The majority of the citizens of Spain (53.7 percent) do 
not believe the reports carried in the media about the 
possible refusal by Felipe Gonzalez to participate in the 
coming elections. However, a large number of those 
interviewed (45.1 percent) also would prefer that he not 
run for reelection, although this was not the case when 
those interviewed were PSOE voters. 

As to which socialist politician should replace Felipe 
Gonzalez, the proposal that it be Narcis Serra has the 
preference of the public, since he ranks slightly higher 
than the classic number two man among the socialists, 
Alfonso Guerra. They have the approval of 12.6 and 12.5 
percent, respectively. The third favorite, who stands well 
above all the rest, is Francisco Fernandez Ordonez, with 
10.3 percent. It is indicative that these figures change 
when those interviewed are socialist voters. In that case, 
Guerra ranks first (20.5 percent), followed by Narcis 
Serra (18.6 percent), and then, at a considerable dis- 
tance, Javier Solana (10 percent). 


Technical Data 


The universe for the survey covered individuals over 18 
years of age, in Spain. This sampling included 800 
persons interviewed, with a possible error of plus or 
minus 3.5 percent, a reliability level of 95.5 percent (dos 
sigma) and a p/q equaling 50/50. Subjects were selected 
at random, based on a system of sex, age, and occupa- 
tional quotas. Personal interviews were conducted. The 
field work was carried out on 7 March 1989 by Sigma 
Dos, S.A., and the technical team included Jose Miguel 
de Elias, Jose Carlos Ariza, Carlos Campos, and Jose 
Maria Ochoa. The director was Carlos Malo de Molina. 


* Aznar Discusses Politicians, Pacts, Ambi*ions 
3548011la Madrid TIEMPO in Spanish 
6 Mar 89 pp 22-26 


[Interview with Jose Maria Aznar, president of Castile 
and Leon, by Encarnacion Valenzuela: “The People's 
Party Can Govern With the PSOE”; date and place not 
given; first paragraph is TIEMPO introduction] 


[Text] Jose Mai'a Aznar, the president of Castile and 
Leon, proposed a pact to Felipe Gonzalez last Thursday 


munities that, like his, want greater powers. Aznar, a vice 
president of the People’s Party (PP), wants the PP to help 
form the next government, with its most kindred parties 
or, should the need arise, with the PSOE. 


[CAMBIO 16] How did you manage to get Felipe Gonza- 
lez to finally receive you, a year and a half after request- 
ing a meeting? 


[Aznar] Well, with a lot of patience [chuckles]. 


[CAMBIO 16] And what did you talk about after so long 
a time? 


[Aznar] | attended the meeting in my dual status as 
president of Castile and Leon and vice president of the 
People’s Party in charge of all autonomous-community 
and regional matters. We discussed autonomous-com- 
munity policy in general and, naturally, very specific 
questions about Castile and Leon. | warned him that the 
way we are going, two Spain's could be created: a 
wealthier one that includes Madrid and the Mediterra- 
nean coast, and the other one in the interior. Since the 
Socialists talk so much about progress in solidarity, |! 
hope that they demonstrate it in practice. 


[CAMBIO 16] What do you want to reach agreement on 
with Felipe Gonzalez? 


[Aznar] Autonomy policy in Spain is at a crossroads. We 
have to find out what the government wants to do, 
whether it wants to expand autonomy or not. We advo- 
cate a policy of loyalty to the constitution and of expand- 
ing carefully but decisively the powers to which many 
autonomous communities, 10 to be exact, are entitled. 
The point is to put order in a process that | think is 
inevitable. 


[CAMBIO 16] The government wants to negotiate only 
with the parties. You want the autonomous communities 


to be the players... 











[Aznar] Aside from the fac. that we would do it much 
better, as is obvious... 


[CAMBIO 16] Everyone says that. 


[Aznar] Yes, but sometimes it's true and other times not. 
And proximity 1s important too. In the area of education, 


it also counts, of course, that we are better managers than 
the ministry is. I find it funny when I'm asked whether 
Castile and Leon is prepared to take charge of educa- 
tional matters. The answer is obvious: at least I have the 
benefit of the doubt; others do not because we know that 


they do a poor job. 


{CAMBIO 16] And how would the life of an average 
Spaniard change if the People’s Party were in power 
instead of the PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers Party] ? 


[Aznar] We would change the style of governing. We 
would be different in form, in dialogue, in tolerance. And 
our priority would be the proper operation of public 
services. Our government model would be different from 
the PSOE’s, even within the same outlines. And | can 
assure you that if this country were governed correctly, 2 
repeat of a strike like the one on 14 December would be 
unthinkable, as it resulted from a lack of social dialogue. 
a lack of economic dialogue, and a lack of political 
dialogue. One cannot govern by thinking that one is 
always nght and that everyone else is wrong. One cannot 
govern by thinking that the policies that one is pursuing 
are the only ones possible and that everyone cise has 
nothing to do or say. In the end that leads to making too 
many mistakes. 


Everyone who is not in power says that he would do 
better. There is no better way to gain credibility than by 
making something of a commitment. | think that those 
who believe that whoever is against the government 
must be proven right by wearing down the government 
are wrong. | think that the government does some things 
right and some things wrong, and without the slightest 
doubt this government has done more things wrong than 
right. Obviously, though, we have to acknowledge both. 
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In the end, credibility means accepting the fact that one 
must commut oneself to many things and that there are a 
jot of things that can be agreed on and many others that 
have to be negotiated. And as a result people can say in 
the end : “That one is capable of governing this 
country.” 


[CAMBIO 16] Who is night, the government or the 
umons” 


[Aznar] Neither. This is a trap into which no one should 
fall under any circumstances. And of course Miguel 
Herrero very wisely did not fall into it during the debate 
on the state of the nation. The government is not right 
because of its arrogance, because of its meddling in 
trying to control as many social sectors as it can: televi- 
sion can cope, the banks can cope. But many of the 
grievances of the unions go beyond what can be regarded 
as minimally acceptable. There is debate inside the 
PSOE between orthodox and moderate socialism, and | 
don't see why we have to defend cither. I don’t think that 
moderate socialism is good. And orthodox socialism 
seems even worse to me. 


{CAMBIO 16] And in the midst of the feud between the 
two, many PSOE voters might get cold feet the next time 
around. 


[Aznar] When the time comes to vote, Spaniards make 
mistakes much less than some think. They trusted UCD 
[Democratic Center Union] during difficult times in the 
political transition and later, for many reasons, gave 
their trust to those who they thought at the time were the 
only political force that could guarantee the country's 
governability. Now this too has been made to look 
ndiculous, and I hope that the next time the voters act. 


[CAMBIO 16] But no matter how well it does, the 
People’s Party will not be in a position to govern alone. 


[Aznar] | think that the era of absolute majorities is in its 
twilight and, consequently, government accords will 
have to be reached, as in many European countries. The 
problem 1s that to do this in politics commitments have 
to be made, and the absence of commitments may allow 
absolute majorities to return. 


{CAMBIO 16] Are you thinking about the CDS” 
{Aznar} No, I'm talking in general. 


[CAMBIO 16] It's just that you bring to mind Miguel 
Herrero when you say that as things now stand, it would 
be easier to come to terms with the PSOE than with the 
CDS. 


[Aznar] | think that the normal thing 1s a political pact 
between kindred parties, but obviously there are times 
when such pacts are not possible. If there is no absolute 
majority, you may eventually reach agreement with 
other political forces that are not necessarily closest to 
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you On government programs or specific government 
prescriptions, and therefore the circumstances could be 
such that at a given point it would make more sense to 
reach agreement with the PSOE than with the Demo- 


[CAMBIO 16] In other words, should it have to, the 
People’s Party could form a government with the PSOE. 


[Aznar] What I'm saying is that after general elections 
from which no absolute majority results, any arrange- 
ment is possible. In a situation like that, government 
programs and arrangements will prevail. 


{CAMBIO 16] And could you arrive at a common 
program with the PSOE? 


[Aznar] That depends. On specific issues, yes. It is a good 
idea not to have violent shifts on many issues that are 
important for Spanish life. In foreign policy, for exam- 
ple, a very reasonable degree of consensus has been 
achieved. Reasonable agreements can be reached on 
economic policy issues too. 


{CAMBIO 16] In that event, who would be prime 
minister? 


[Aznar] In a case like that, the candidates for prime 
minister are less important. Under this arrangement, 
maybe a third person who was not the official candidate 
of any party would wind up being prime minister. 


[CAMBIO 16] That is a theory that suits a party like 
yours just fine, as it has no clear-cut candidate for prime 
minister. 


[Aznar] I think that it is a very healthy theory for the 
country, because politics has become too personalized in 
the individuals who were candidates for prime minister, 
and I have my doubts about whether this system has 
borne the desired fruits. 


[CAMBIO 16] Someone might think that this theory, 
which you and Miguel Herrero share, is designed to 
prevent Marcelino Oreja from becoming the People's 
Party candidate for prime minister. 


[Aznar] No, the fact is that Miguel Herrero and | agree 
on a lot of things. It's not that we want to prevent anyone 
from becoming anything; we are just engaging in the sort 
of political analysis that seems reasonable to us. 


[CAMBIO 16] From everything you say, it would seem 
that you think that the PSOE is closer to the People's 
Party today than to the CDS. 


[Aznar] | haven't said that. And the proof is that if you 
look at the map of Spain, you see that there are many 
places in which the PSOE is governing with the support 
of the CDS. Therefore, what I'm saying is that what some 
do others can do also. And in any event, if the People’s 
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Party does not achieve a majority to govern alone, i 
desire is to hold talks and reach agreements with 
parties closest to it. Others have not yet expressed 
desire, however. 


Ef 


[CAMBIO 16] What do you think of Suarez not wanting 
to meet with Fraga? 


[Aznar] Suarez is the one who ought to answer that 
question. I have always expressed my utmost respect for 
Suarez and his party, and | plan to keep on doing so. 
Obviously, though, | would like that meeting to come off, 
as you might expect. 


{CAMBIO 16] And what do you think of Manuel Fraga 
insisting on seeing Adolfo Suarez? 


[Aznar] He is not insisting; he is simply reminding him 
that they have a pending conversation? 


[CAMBIO 16] It’s been a year now since you caused a 
stir at Siglo XXI when you asked in Hernandez Man- 
cha’s presence whether the party was in better, worse, or 
the same shape as before. | assume that you can answer 
that question more comfortably now. 


[Aznar] No doubt about it. It's a pleasure to see that the 
pariy is noticeably better off than a few months ago. 
What has been done in this party ts what | was fighting 
for back then, and I'm happy that we're finally a govern- 
ment alternative. 


[CAMBIO 16] If you had been president of the PP, 
would you have signed up Marcelino Oreja and Jose 
Antonio Segurado? 


[Aznar] If I had been president, | would have done 
everything possible to facilitate integration. The fact of 
the matter is that some time ago I came to the conclusion 
that the only person who could do everything that had to 
be done, with all the guarantees, was Manuel Fraga. 


{CAMBIO 16] Do you want your party to have a 
Christian Democrat slant? 


[Aznar] I don’t really know what such a slant consists of. 
[CAMBIO 16] Wouldn't you like to be prime minister? 


[Aznar] Yes, of course. If | were a locomotive engincer, I 
would like to run the most modern train, and I'm in 
politics because | would like to reach the position of 
greatest responsibility. But this is not an individual 
adventure or a project by oneself. I'm in no hurry. I'm 
doing fine in Castile and Leon and I'm in no hurry to 
leave. 
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* New People's Roles Viewed 
354801116 Madrid CAMBIO 16 in Spanish 
6 Mar 89 pp 28-30 


[Report by Juan Altable: “Herrero’s Return Prompts 
Suspicions in PP”] 


[Text] The political resurrection of Miguel Herrero in the 
wake of the debate on the state of the nation is causing its 
first jolts in the recently revamped People’s Party (PP). 


pursuing for the past 3 months. 


Public remarks by Herrero to the effect that he “feels it 
would be easier to make a pact with the PSOE [Spanish 
Socialist Worker's Party] than with the CDS [Demo- 
cratic and Social Center]" have wound up sowing con- 
fusion in a conservative leadership that does not know 
whether that this 1s merely a personal position or 
whether it is part of a rapprochement between the PP 
and the PSOE with a view towards a future broad 
coalition similar to the one that governed Germany in 
the 1970's. 


Miguel Herrero surprised the leadership of the parlia- 
mentary group on the last day of the debate, because he 
seemed to know in advance what motions submitted by 
the PP the PSOE would support. According to the 
sources consulted, Herrero even insisted on sweetening a 
few proposals so that the Socialists would accept them. 


The shadow of a secret pact with the PSOE in which 
Fraga’s position was not clear continues to loom over a 
party that 1s faced with a decisive political springtime 
with one moral leader, Fraga, «vho has apparently reaf- 
firmed his decision not to run in the next general 
elections, another “secret” leader, Marcelino Oreja, with 
international cachet but who has not yet set foot in 
Spanish politics, and a third, Miguel Herrero, who is 
capable of measuring himself against and reaching agree- 
ments with Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez. 


Only the warm reception that the mass media gave 
Herrero’s brilliant speech and the improved prospects of 
a party that has been losing for 11 years straight have 
calmed the atmosphere of tension surrounding the battle 
for leadership that is getting under way and in which the 
various armies are taking their positions. 


Shadow Government 


Just a few days after the debate, the president of the PP 
himself, Manuel Fraga, hastened to call once again for a 
meeting with the leader of the CDS, Adolfo Suarez, to 
keep their distance from the Socialists. 
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Suarez is deeply irritated over the “pincer operation” 
that the PP and the PSOE are trying to pull on him. 


Herrero showed Fraga only the part of his speech that 
touched on the negotiations with ETA, and that was 
during a half-hour meeting with the PP president 4 days 
before the debate. Thus, the Herrero affair has burst onto 
the scene in the party just when the the tangled web of 
internal power centers has come to light. The “shadow 
PP government” that was named last week rounds out 
the complex decisionmaking system in the party. The 
system seems to have been designed so that leaders 
would be constantly tripping over each other, as if the 
conservative leadership had become a slippery bumper 
car track. 


The first crash came just after the carousel lights had 
been turned on, with the appointment of Marcelino 
Oreja as chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee. As 
a prominent Christian Democrat told this magazine: 
“No one should forget that Marcelino has come here to 
be the candidate for prime minister, not to be foreign 
affairs minister.” 


The Christian Democrats, who have validated the birth 
of the PP by signing on with it, are defending Oreja’s 
electoral bid by giving Fraga a little push over here and 
Aznar an elbow over there. 


Jesuitical Subtlety 


With regard to Aznar, Oreja’s hypothetical rival to 
succeed Fraga, they say that “he is still tco young and has 
to consolidate the plurality that he has in Valladolid.” 


In response to this sort of argument, which no prominent 
member of the Society of Jesus would object to endors- 
ing, Aznar says with equal Jesuitical subtlety: “If the 
party's candidate has to be the one who garners the most 
votes, then Fraga is obviously the one with the surefire 
votes.” 


The Christian Democrats would like to send Fraga even 
farther away than Valladolid, to Santiago de Compost- 
ela, the seat of the regional government of Galicia. 


If Oreja decides to vie for the post of prime minister, he 
will probably find allies. 


For the time being Fraga is silent. And the core of the 
party apparatus is waiting for the master’s orders with 
the loyalty of a cat ready to bare its claws against Oreja. 
The “apparatus” is, in fact, one of the power centers in 
which loyalty to Fraga and the conviction that bullets 
could start whistling by at any moment have managed to 
maintain a complex power-sharing arrangement in pre- 
carious balance. An arrangement that Manuel Fraga 
himself designed so that the knife blades would glitter at 
first nightfall. 
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Thus, Federico Trillo, Fraga’s lieutenant during his 
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Another who could spend half his salary on dinners, if he 
decides to take up the custom of his colleagues in the new 
power-sharing arrangement in the PP, is Jose Antonio 
Segurado, the former president of the Liberal Party and 
current vice president of the PP. 


Segurado says, not without some reason, that “I'm the one 
who handles economic matters in the party.” This asser- 
tion is backed by his post as spokesman for economic 
affairs in the Congress of Deputies and as chairman of the 
delegate commission of the executive committee for eco- 
nomic issues. Moreover, Segurado is in charge of the PP’s 
relations with the CEOE [Spanish Confederation of Entre- 
preneurial Organizations}. And as if this were not enough, 
he has his own press spokesman. 


Nevertheless, he is not part of the “shadow govern- 
ment.” And the PP’s minister of economy and finance is 
named Abel Matutes. In addition, Matutes is in charge of 
drafting the economics section of the future campaign 
platform and enjoys the complete political and personal 
confidence of boss Manuel! Fraga. 


Since Fraga’s old fondness for the elaborate and the 
Baroque is still alive in the new PP, there are two more 
ingredients to be added to the PP’s economic salad. The 
first is a person: Rodrigo Rato, who is the secretary of the 
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holds a similar post in the one that Matutes heads; as one 
conservative leader said, “for the time being he has not 
asked for a bonus to compensate him for the risk of 
athe bata 


Creation and Distribution 


The second is a group: the Christian Democrats. One of 
them told this magazine: “Of course we do not agree with 
Segurado’s extremist Thatcherite positions. Christian 
De cracy is concerned both about creating and redis- 
tributing wealth. The market is not all-powerful. And we 
will try to see to it that our ideas keep surfacing through- 
out the activities of the PP.” 


The party's mass media reiations and image policy even 
provided for two people to do the same job. Alejandro 
Munoz Alonso, a brilliant media theoretician and pro- 
fessor of public opinion studies, is a member of the 
executive committee. And as of | March Enrique Beotas, 
a media executive who will be answerable only to Man- 
uel Fraga, will head the Information Office. 


Where orchestra conductors have definitely been over- 
booked, however, is in the parliamentary group. 


The group in the Congress of Deputies, “a real time 
bomb” in the words of those who know it best, is led by 
Juan Ramon Calero. Against the wishes of the central 
apparatus, Calero has included in the group's executive 
committee that “darned Christian Democrat” Javier 
Ruperez, the man who used to be up against a thousand 
vetoes, which Marcelino Oreja has lifted. Calero is trying 
to lend consistency to his group's leadership because he 
knows that every day he has to live with Christian 
Democrat, Liberal, and PP deputies of the most varied 
stripes. 


He has already suffered his first casualty, however: his 
right-hand man, Joaquin Siso, who resigned because he 
disagreed with Alvarez Cascos’ attempts to interfere. 
Calero’s situation is so complicated that he has excluded 
Arturo Garcia Tizon, who used to be secretary general of 
AP [Popular Alliance] in Hernandez Mancha’s day, just 

as quickly as he included Ruperez. 


Calero speaks often with Fraga. But the man with whom 
he theoretically ought to be sharing his concerns and 
plaas more is Federico Trillo, who is currently the 
coordinator of the parliamentary groups from the central 
apparatus. 


Public Relations 


And we are not forgetting Miguel Herrero, the vice 
president of the party in charge of parliamentary affairs. 
Oddly enough, Herrero 1s not on the steering committee 
of the parliamentary group. But he does not seem to care 
much, because as CAMBIO 16 has learned, Herrero 
plans to let several months pass before he takes action 














Gutics of his office and to i the PP’s relations 


* Background Given 
35480114 Madrid ABC in Spanish 
12 Mar 89 pp 45-46 


[Report by Jose Luis Lorente: “New Autonomous Commu- 
nity Pact To Close the Old Wounds of the Transition”) 


[Text] Madnd—Pnme Minister Felipe Gonzalez has taken 
the first steps to give definitive shape to the State of 
autonomies. The idea of the Socialist Executive Branch is 
to try and achieve an overall State accord or pact concern- 
ing those communities that obtained their autonomy 
under Article 143 of the constitution. The “political 
peace” that the government had thought it had achieved 
after most of the pending transfers of jurisdiction had been 
approved has turned into a “give and take” with “second- 
class” autonomous communities that want to expand their 
degree of self-government and become equal to the 
“historic” autonomous communities. 


The prime minister began contacting representatives of 
political parties and autonomous-community presidents 
a few days ago to resume the negotiations to stabilize the 
autonomous-community framework. 


Last week Felipe Gonzalez and Alfonso Guerra held 
talks with the president of the autonomous community 
of Castile and Leon and vice president of the People's 
Party, Jose Maria Aznar, and with the government 
presidents of Catalonia, Galicia, and Andalusia, Jordi 
Pujol, Fernando Gonzalez Laxe, and Jose Rodriguez de 
la Borbolla, respectively. 


The government's idea is to give definitive shape to the 
State of Autonomies by reaching the highest degree of 
political accord with the forces of parliamentary represen- 
tation. According to Felipe Gonzalez, the debate may 
involve all parties with parliamentary representation and 
autonomous-community institutions and may help to clear 
up the ambiguity of Section VIII of the Constitution. 


The search for a possible autonomous-community pact 
oe a aes on Oe ee Se See 


tive in the process and avoid the political struggle that 
discussion of a reform of statutes would entail. 


Last sumrm*r, representatives of the PSOE [Spanish 
Socialist Workers Party] held secret meetings with rep- 
resentatives of AP [Popular Alliance] and the CDS 
[Democratic and Social Center] to achieve just such a 
comprehensive autonomous<ommunity accord. The 
PSOE decided that party leaders ought to bear the bru:.. 
of the negotiations and that the government would step 
in only when the rough spots had been ironed out. The 
representatives of the Socialist Party wanted to take the 
initiative in the conflicts and avoid “wear and tear” on 
the government. Ii all boiled down to hammering out a 
pact among parties. The spokesmen at the time were Jose 
Maria Benegas for the Socialists, Alberto Ruiz-Gal- 
lardon for AP, and Jose Ramon Caso for the CDS. 





positions. 


the CDS, which at this point has not yet spoken with the 
government, will represent this political group at future 
meetings. 


The crux of the dispute is that all of the regional 
governments with fewer jurisdictions want to have more. 


While Felipe Gonzalez insists that the Senate is the 
proper forum to discuss autonomous-community prob- 
lems, the Senate president, Jose Federico de Carvajal. 
asserts that “nothing is preventing a leveling out of 
jurisdictions (among all of the autonomous communi- 
ties) in a more or less brief period of time.” Carvajal. 
who confirms that the debate on the State of Autonomies 
will be held in October or November of this year, says 
that it 1s “indispensable” for the Senate to play its role as 
a chamber of territorial representation, unless we want 
the Spain of Autonomies to “be left lame.” 
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[Box, p 46] 
The Struggie for the Maximum Degree of 
Self-government 


The political discussion of the autonomy pact revolves 
around a decision as to which of the two paths is really in 
keeping with the sense of the framers of the constitution. 
The procedure for expanding the jurisdictions of the 
autonomous communities 1s indicated in the constitu- 
tion and in the regional statutes themse! ves, specifically 
in Article 147.3, which allows for reform of the statutes, 
and Article 150.2, which facilitates the <clegation of 
State jurisdictions to the regional governments. 


Government and PSOE 


Both Felipe Gonzalez’ cabinet and the Socialist Party 
feel that the initiaiive for potential reforms must come 
from the central government under an organic law, not 
from the regional executive branches, albeit always with 
the approval of the affected parties. Thus, the Socialist 
group in the Congress of Deputies will oppose the reform 
of the statutes proposed jointly by the CDS, PP, and 11! 
[United Left}. Felipe Gonzalez and his party are opposed 
to the statutes being reformed in the various regional 
legislatures. 


Besides stating that it is in no hurry to put the finishing 
touches on the State of Autonomies, the government is 
indicating that “in talking about a reform of the statutes, 
there are those who are thinking exclusively about an 
increase in jurisdictions and reaching the ceiling set in 
the text of the statutes themselves, and there are those 
who, in talking about reform, are proposing changes 
other than taking on new jurisdictions.” 


Felipe Gonzalez thus wants to negotiate such reforms 
with the nationwide parties while at the same time 
involving the regional institutions. 


The government's spokesman in this negotiation will be 
the minister for public administrations, Joaquin Almu- 
nia, and representing the PSOE will be the former 
minister of transportation, Abel Caballero. 


PP and CDS 


The representatives of the two parties defend reform of 
the statutes and cite Article 147.3 of the constitution to 
back their proposal. AP and CDS feel that these talks 
could be an avenue for dialogue, but they emphasize that 
their position is based on having the support of the 
autonomous communities and that such support is not 
compatible with the talks among the political forces. 


Jose Maria Aznar, who is in charge of autonomous- 
community policy for the People’s Party, indicated at 
last January's congress that in light cf the current situa- 
tion, a mayor accord on developing the constitution and 
the statutes must be based mainly on the following 
points: recognition and acceptance of the initiative from 
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the Assemblies of the autonomous communities to 
amend the statutes; framework for negotiation estab- 
lished in the texts of the respective statutes; determina- 
tion of the jurisdictions to be transferred in accordaace 
with the texts of the statutes; timetable for transfers of 
new jurisdictions in accordance with the areas involved; 
and an agreement on a new system of autonomous- 
community financing based on criteria such as gradual 
joint financial responsibility for the autonomous com- 
munities, and reform of the systems of correction and 
delegation. 

IU 


The United Left coalition is proposing a reform of the 
Statutes of the autonomous communities that gained 
autonomy under Article 143 of the constitution. It is also 
in favor of transferring new legislative and executive 
powers to all of the autonomous communities and wants 
them to take part in determining the State's negotiating 
position vis-a-vis the European Community, to be 
present in Community agencies and and to 
have full capacity to apply the directives of the European 
Community in their territories. 


The representatives of United Lefi feel that new tech- 
niques of vertical and horizontal cooperation must be 
used to allow the autonomous communities to be fully 
involved in determining the State's political position on 
all matters of general interest. 


Preliminary Agreements 
35480114 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA 
in Spanish 18 Mar 89 p 18 


[Text] Madnd (EFE}—The central government and the 
autonomous communities have reached several agree- 
ments to coordinate relations between the two levels of 
governments and to define their respective powers with 
a view to complying with EEC commitments. The min- 
ister for public administrations, Joaquin Almunia, who 
met on Thursday with officials of the various autono- 
mous communities, reported that the mechanisms for 
cooperation provided for in the three agreements 
reached would be developed at a similar summit meeting 
before the end of Spain's presidency of the EEC. 


The first of these agreements establishes that the State, 
through the government and Parliament, has exclusive 
jurisdiction in the area of foreign affairs, which does not 
mean that the autonomous communities cannot be 
involved when the time comes to define Spain's position 
in EEC debates and on the way to enforce the resolutions 
that have been adopted. 


The need to respect the powers of EEC institutions is 
also emphasized, while recognition of the powers of the 
State and the autonomous-community administrations 
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is reaffirmed. “The complexity of this distribution,” 
Almunia said, “must not cause one of the parties to try 
and appropriate powers that do not belong to 11.” 


send a discussion document to the vanous autonomous 
communities so that they can analyze the elements of 
sector coordination between the government of the 
nation and the autonomous-communitly executives with 
a view towards expanding them and correcting the 
shortcomings that currently exist. 


The agenda for these contacts, which Almunia described 
as sector conferences, includes study of the information 
that the autonomous communities currently have on 
EEC institutions and how to avoid potential disputes 
before the European Court in Brussels if the autonomous 
communities fail to comply with EEC accords. 


The agenda a!so seeks to establish an arrangement under 
which Spain's representative on the European Commis- 
sion can channel demands from ‘he autonomous com- 
munities, guide the communities in , etting access to the 
aid provided for in the EEC’s structural funds and 
establish the “ground rules” for the autonomous com- 
munities’ presence overseas “to prevent disagreements 
from arising.” The minister emphasized that the agree- 
ments adopted “have been very well received by the 
autonomous-<community representatives.” and he 
announced that they would be embodied in future 
accords on mutual cooperation. 


The EEC Presidency 


Almunia said that at this meeting the autonomous- 
community advisers were also briefed about how Spain 
is doing as president of the EEC. The secretary of state 
for the European Communities, Pedro Solbes, gave a 
rundown of the work that the government has done 
during these 2 “2 months, particularly, at the request of 
the advisers, in the area of farm policy. exports and 
certain industrial! sectors. 


Almunia indicated that reform of the Senate was not 
taken up at the meeting, “because this 1s not the appro- 
priate place to discuss an issue that is the responsibility 
of the various parliamentary groups.” He asserted, 
though, that “it 1s more than obvious that the upper 
house can play a very important role in this process.” 

The minister underscored that “it is one thing for the the 
autonomous Communities to convey to the government 
their position on issues affecting them. and another thing 
for them to have an office to handle matters that concern 
them. The two are compatible, said Almunia, who added 
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that a mechanism needs to be established to regulaic 
decisionmaking and the enforcement of decisions by the 
autonomous communities. 


Overseas Trips 


The government does not interfere in the agenda of the 
autonomous-community presidents when they travel over- 
seas, Almunia noted. “What we have are guidelines 


SPAIN 
from the Ministry to inform these delegations of 
some aspects of the country that they are going to visit and 


to make available to them the services of Spain's embassies 
and consulates.” Almunia acknowledged that “on some 
occasions frictions have been caused by statements from 
some officials whose views did not square with our foreign 
policy and by the signing of accords on matters that are the 
jurisdiction of the government of the nation and of Parlia- 
ment, accords that thus lack legal validity.” 











15 May 1989 NORDIC COUNTRIES “7 
Denmark means he will get the massive support at an carly stage 
that can provide the necessary background music when 
the political discussions begin,” said another source 

* Schluter Impatient To Effect Economic Agenda close to the prime minister. 
The move for a popular referendum is characteristic of 
the style Poul Schluter adopted after the KVR govern- 
* Appeal to Voters ment was formed. The pian to cut bureaucracy, the New 
36130060a Copenhagen TERLINGSKE TIDENDE Year's remedy with wage reductions and tax cuts and the 
in Danish 22 Mar 89 p 4 proposal for a popular referendum on user fees are clear 
signals from the prime minister that 2 new course is 
[Article by Michael Ulveman: “Signal From Schluter"— needed, according to Conservative sources. And the 
first paragraph 1s BERLINGSKE TIDENDE introduction] results of the new course must be apparent before the 
next Folketing election, which the government expects to 

take place 3 years from now. 


[Text] Prime Minister Poul Schluter concocted the idea 
of an advisory popular referendum on user fees and tax 
relief on his own. After 7 years in power the prime 
minister 1s tired of slow results. 


Prime Minister Poul Schluter is sitting at a hotel in 
Chrstiansfeld on the Island of Sit Croix in the West 
Indies and analyzing the political debate in Denmark. 


machine at the prime minister's hotel concern reactions 
to the government leader's latest surprise bid: an advi- 
sory referendum on user fees and tax relief to be held this 
summer. 


In his summer house near Tullebolle in Langeland, 
Radica! leader and Economic Affairs Minister Nicls 
Helveg Petersen has chosen to maintain total silence on 
the prime minister's move. 


“Actually | would much rather not comment on that,” 
Helveg said. 


Niels Helveg's silence and Poul Schluter’s great interest 
in how the debate is going in Denmark are connected 
with the fact that the proposal was launched in BER- 
LINGSKE TIDENDE on Sunday without any prior 
discussions with cabinet ministers. 


“Thus 1s not something that was discussed with others. It 
is a combination of politics, psychology, a war of nerves 


and to some extent threats.” a leading government 
politician said of Schiuter’s move. 


The government considers the plan to cut business and 
personal taxes in return for the introduction of user fees 
amounting to around 20 billion kroner a “life or death” 
issue for the Conservative-Liberal-Radical Liberal 
[KVR] government. 


“There 1s no doubt that Poul Schluter considers this the 
most important project that has been launched in the 
past 7 years. For that reason he wanted to send a signal 
to the opposition and his partners in the government that 
this issue is almost a matter of life or death for the 
government. Schluter’s proposal calls for reactions. This 


- 
if 


same time sources close to the prime minister all 
agree that Poul Schluter now wants to see some 


“The prime minister has been in office for 7 years and 
now he wants to see major results. He is tired of things 
moving too slowly and the traditional nature of much of 
what is presented. He is tired of the criticism he runs into 


ever. Therefore, he wants to send his signals straight to 
the people. He does not want to leave Danish politics 
with the reputation that nothing happened during his 
term in office,” a government source said. 


BERLINGSKE TIDENDE has been informed that the 
prime minister was considering an advisory referendum 
most recently last fall if the government was unable to 
produce a satisfactory budget. In January the voters were 


around the country. And he is pretty good at i.” a 
cabinet colleague said of Poul Schluter. 


A comprehensive study from Arhus University, pub- 
lished only a few days after the prime minister made his 
move, showed quite symptomatically that Danes feel 
positively about a drastic remedy that will solve our 


“There are more among the people for Schiuter's nicas 
than there are in the Folketing. The popular perception 
of crisis that the four-party government profited from 











* Paper Lauds Goals 
36130060a Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 3 Apr 89 p 8 


[Editonal: “Schluter's Political Art”) 


[Text] The art of politics consists of seizing opportunities. 


The quotation is from Prime Minister Poul Schiuter. 
And he thus justifiably charactenzes himself as a politi- 
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that subject, cooperation can come about, since there we 
are more like competitors. Between these two extremes, 


Yellowknife, and the aim of the visit is the 
signing of the first cooperation agreement between the 
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Government aspires toward a cooperative agreement 
covering education and culture, fishing. environmental 


management. and tourism 














In the arcas of culture, education, and sports, m scems 
the pots of similarity far outweigh the differences 
which may exist. So im these fields there will be numer- 


Likewrse, as regards environmental protection, so many 
entirely obvious. 


Quite naturally, high hopes are being pinned on the 
cooperative agreement which Prime Minister Dennis 
Patterson and Jonathan Motzfeidt, the pnme minister of 
the home rule government, will sign tomorrow. With this 
agreement, the cooperation which began under the aus- 
prces of the Inunt Circumpolar Conference will acquire a 


* MP Henrik Lax Views ‘Crisis Management’ 
36500076 Helsinks HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
in Swedish 15 Mar 89 p 2 


Henrik Lax, Swedish People’s Party: “Crisis Manage- 
ment”—first paragraph is HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
mtroduction} 


[Text] Small states have a chance of keeping out of 


It «8 no small amount of 
resorts to when in HUFVU ADSBLADET of 6 
March | 989 he charges Finland with engaging in arma- 
ment “while most European states. are planning exten- 
sive disarmament measures.” Al the same time, he 
oo wr entire defense doctrine, maintaining that 

\ vy cannot defend itself. In that case, why do 
. red Forces, he wonders, revealing a trau- 


it goes without saying that Salmen has encountered 
Opposition mm many quarters. Feelings. however, should 
not prevent an objective discussion concerning the very 
important issue of how to develop our defense im accor- 
dance with the demands of our time 
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It 1s only by means of land forces that an occupation may 
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Finally a comment on the notonous cross missiles 


signs of relaxation between the 
have yet 


i 


ihe 





imgre- = be created into which the troops could move. 


* Conflicting Feelings 


3617007 3a Hetsinks HELSINGIN SANOMAT 


in Finnish 19 Mar 89 p Bi 
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Leadership Backed Into a Tree 


“Well, we ran into a tree rear end first here, but for a 
good cause,” the veteran Communist Arvo Aalto, whom 
the new brooms swept out of the Communist Party 


leadership a year ago, said with a smile. 


Aalto himself suggested the unification of the SKP and 
the SKDL in the 1960's, but the time was not ripe then. 
Moscow would have had a stroke, and people did not 
dare to take this nsk. 


Now the indications are favorable, and the time is right, 
although he understands well that the plan will upset 
many old Communists. For them it is really a big jolt to 
give up the SKP name and party card. 


“People’s feelings really should not be disparaged, but 
Communists are rational. I trust their analytic ability. | 
myself intend to take the new party card. I have the 
feeling that, if the affair is managed well, the new party 
will have a place in society.” 


The present SKP and SKDL leaders’ assessments about 
the possibilities for the new party to succeed are based on 
an internal “hunch.” In public opinion polls, SKDL 
support has increased by about 10 percent, although the 
party leadership cannot answer the question as to where 
the additional support is being obtained. 


The new party, which has the working name of leftist 
alliance, is supposed to be founded so rapidly that it can 
participate in the parliamentary elections in 1991 and 
the subsequent negotiations about forming a govern- 
ment. The goal is 15 percent of the votes. 


A conference to establish the party is planned for next 
March—unless the rising opposition swells so widely 
that the party leadership has its legs knocked out from 
under it. 


The leaders have plans that are broad in scope but as yet 
uncrystallized. They are striving for a party in which 
sheep and goats—Communists, socialists, semisocialists, 
Greens, and other citizens who are concerned about the 
fate of humanity—<an feel at home. 


There is no intent to reserve any special position for the 
Communists. Up to now, they have considered them- 
selves a vanguard, and the breaking up of the old 
positions could become a bad stumbling block for the 
planners of the new party. The whole project could 
collapse if the SKDL’s socialists and Communists begin 
to fight about who will have the last say in the new party. 


The SKDL and SKP leaders are well aware of the 
dangers, and, partly for this reason, the surprise attack 
was set in motion. The faster the project is carried 
through, the less time quarrels about prestige will have to 
come to a head. 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 


Are There Any Outstanding Leaders? 


There has not yet been any serious discussion about the 
party's name, since pithy proposals are lacking. There is 
fairly general unanimity, however, about the fact that the 
word “communist” would not appear in either the party 
name or ‘he program. 


Finding outstanding figures for the party leadership is at 
least as difficult as inventing a name. Wahistrom and 
Kakela hardly come under consideration, but cither 
party secretary could be suitable. The Communists” 
godfather, Aarno Aitamurto, shudders at the thought of 
a discussion of leaders at this stage. “This could wreck 
the whole affair.” 


He could not resist letting slip, however: “As far as the 
name 1s concerned, we shall produce such a surprise that 
the editors will drop their trousers!” 


Outside the SKP and the SKDL, not much sleep was lost 
when the news about the disappearance of the Finnish 
Communist Party rushed to the world. The taistoites, 
separated from the mother party several years ago, 
hastened to condemn the project, but, at the same time, 
the began to nourish hope that the current would 
change and they would receive reinforcement from their 
old party. 


The SKDL and SKP leaders do not deign to believe that 
the taistoites have influence. They are just as uncon- 
cerned about a possible reaction from the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union. They emphasize that what is 
being formed is a purely domestic party, which will seck 
partners for international cooperation primarily among 
European social democratic parties. 


Old Wine in New Botties? 


The ideological differences between Finland's Commu- 
nists and Social Democrats have already faded away 
almost to insignificance, and, with the new party, it is 
intended to destroy the remnants of the old collection of 
Communist cliches. 


The Social Democrats are unwilling to comprehend why 
the SKDL and SKP troops do not come straight to them 
instead of founding a new party. The Social Democrats 
suspect that what is planned is just a change of name, the 
soiled cover being replaced by a new one. 


Tammisola parried the doubts vehemently. “If it starts 
to look like that, the project is really not relevant.” 


Saime Kandolin has attempted to outline for herself the 
political mission of the new party. 


“4 ask myself where the ideals of the left can be imple- 
mented best. In my opinion, the response is that, in the 
Nordic countries, people's incomes are fairly well 
secured, social justice is reasonably implemented, and 
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there are no problems with human nghts and freedoms. 
The task of the left is outlined on this basis very well, in 
my opinion. | feel that it is the further development of 
the Nordic welfare state model.” 


Even the most old-fashioned Communist certainly 
understands the development of the welfare state, but 
more will be demanded of him if the party leadership's 
plans are carned out. 


The Communists are supp: sed to be educated to become 
good protectors of the environment. If there has been a 
conflict between nature and jobs, the Communists up to 
now have automatically given priority to jobs. Now they 
are supposed to be sprayed green. If the brainwashing 
does not succeed, a year from now there will be four 
party leaders who have at least lost prestige—if they are 
not actually out of office—in Finland. 


* Districts Discuss 
36170073a Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 20 Mar 89 p 3 


[Article datelined Kemi: “Unification of the Left 
Aroused Joyful Enthusiasm in Lapland: At the Commu- 
nists’ District Meeting, People Were Waiting in Line at 
the Speaker's Rostrum”) 


[Text] Will Lapland’s Communists wreck the new leftist 
party” 


Not really. The beginning of the SKP’s Lapland District 
organization's meeting was still joyful. The crowd assem- 
bled in the Kemi labor hall had had about a week to 
consider the idea of unifying the SKP and the SKDL, 
and the initial shock had changed into enthusiasm. This 
is just what was supposed to happen. 


“Actually, the women of Lapland are already ahead of 
the game because the two women's organizations will 
have a joint district secretary in the fall,” the rag rug 
raffle techet sellers, Elli Tuohimaa and Maija-Liisa 
Rokkonen, noted. 


“This was to be expected. Movement 88 was a dress 
rehearsal for the whole affair.” 


The district organization's leadership really has done 
work on behalf of the unification idea. The various 
sections of the organization refined the proposal for the 
meeting on the previous day until late at night. The 
paper, which required a good workweek, is under the 
direction of the district secretary, Paavo Suosalo. Ar 4, in 
the paper, unification is accelerated. 


“The proposal is being sent to the central committee, 
and its message is clear: The new party is to be set up 
within a year,” Suosalo said. “There is little time, since 
it will take half a year to change the SKP rules.” 


built on the foundation of the SKP program. 


The old meeting routines have been swept into history to 
open a new era. No longer do the old men from the 


people began to line up at the speaker's rostrum. 


The MP from Sodankyla, Asko Apukka, seemed to feel 
that he had been walked over, but was still able to cast 
doubt on the speed with which the project had been 
initiated. 


“There are many representatives here without mandates 
from their local organizations. There has not been time 
to hear the veteran Communists.” 


The Name Generates a Lot of Talk 


At the midpoint of the first day of the meeting, the 
message of those attending the meeting was clear. Cer- 
tainly Lapland’s Communists are in favor of the idea of 
unification, but... 


Even in several positive speeches, open questions began 
to spring up. What will be the fate of Lapland’s 22 labor 
halls? How will the real estate and debts be transferred” 


The metaphors supporting the unification are being 
refined. Is what is coming new construction, a general 
overhaul, surface repair, or are they just changing the 
wallpaper as in the Center Party? 


And, if they build a new house, whose furniture will be 
installed in it? Whose organizational rules? 


And what will the house be called? When an election 
worker cursed the leftist organizations’ endless alphabet 
soup of abbreviations, another representative admitted 
being attached to it. To one person, the combination of 
the letters SKP was sacred, while another thought they 
were a good gesture toward Moscow. A third person, on 
the other hand, wanted to preserve the consonants 
SKDL. 
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Aitamurto considered that property arrangements are a 
matter for lawyers and bureaucrats, which can be taken 
up in detail when people have had time to get things off 
their chests. For Aitamurto, the name is a greater source 
of concern. 


“We hear about it all the time. If someone could just 
think up even a nickname.” 


“What Is Wrong With the Word Communist?’ 


“What is wrong with the word communist,” Juhani 
Ulkuniemi from Rovaniemi asked and completely lam- 
basted the plans. 


“The party has gone from one blunder to the other, and, 
now that its affairs have reached bottom, it is already 
doing away with itself.” 


With regard to the unification questions, Ulkuniemi 
demanded that complications be clarified and that vig- 
orous research activity be begun. 


The proposal presented by the district committee will 
crumble and give rise to new proposals, until it dissipates 
somewhere among the continually postponed ballots. 


The Lapland Communists want it all: a shining future 
and also a traditional past. It is only the wretched present 
day that some are willing to give up. 


* Far Left 
36170073a Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 12 Mar 89 p 12 


{[Article: “Leftist Alliance Undermines Extreme Com- 
munists: “Reijo Kakela Forming Unnatural Alliance 
With the Conservative Party”) 


[Text] Both the leftist Communists and the Communist 
Labor Party, which separated from them, are concerned 
about the desire of the SKDL and the SKP to enter the 
government. 


The deputy chairman of the SKP(Y) [Finnish Commu- 
nist Party (Unity)}, Esko-Juhani Tennila, emphasized on 
Monday that things are badly mixed up on the left. “First 
Kalevi Sorsa (Social Democrat) took the SDP [Finnish 
Social Democratic Party] into an unnatural alliance with 
the Conservative Party, and now Reijo Kakela (Commu- 
nist) and his crew intend to do the same,” Tennila said 
on Monday in Kemi. 


He proposed that all the leftist parties and groups 
organize a joint seminar to draft a truthful and tenable 
assessment of the Conservative Party. In this way, he felt 
the mistakes in constructing alliance policy and govern- 
ment images could be overcome. 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 


According to Member of Parliament Tennila, the Con- 
servative Party has not made any significant changes, 
although it has had to take wage earners into account in 
its policy up to a certain limit. He noted that, by its basic 
nature, the Conservative Party is still a preserver of 
tradition and one that approves and increases inequality. 


KTP Assesses Leftisi Alliance 


The revolutionary wing of the leftist Communists, which 
broke away and is trying to have itself registered this 
spring as the Communist Labor Party (KTP), assessed 
the effects of the unification plans of the SKDL and the 
SKP over the weekend. 


In the opinion © vw KTP, founding a leftist alliance 
means that the S.. JL is giving up its role as the leftist 
Opposition in its parliamentary policy in order to make 
itself suitable in the eyes of the Conservative Party as a 
participant in the government. 


In the KTP position paper, it is also stated that the 
persons who are founding a leftist alliance are rejecting 
all remaining leftist principles in their policy. 


* New Party by 1990 
36170073a Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 28 Mar 89 p 2 


[Editorial: “The Fourth Card Confuses the Patterns”) 


[Text] The positive reception accorded the unification of 
the SKDL and the SKP in the organization hearing 
indicates that the new party will be founded im accor- 
dance with the speediest possible schedule or next year. 
The leftist alliance will thus be 2 contender already in the 
1990 parliamentary elections. 


The merging of the SKDL and the SKP would be a 
historic event because it would wipe off the party map 
the old communist party name, which has aroused fear, 
disgust, and respect. The national political effects of the 

would be a matter even more important than 
that. The leftist alliance threatens to smash the national 
political structures that became stabilized in the 1980's. 


In Finland, people have believed that the most signifi- 
cant decisions are made in the power play among the 
three large parties, i.c., the SDP, the Conservative Party, 
and the Center Party, while other parties have the roles 
of extras. It has been assumed that one of the parties 
would inevitably drop out of the 1991 negotiations on 
forming a government. There has also been speculation 
about which two parties would form an alliance in an 
attempt to decide the name of the president to be clected 
in 1994. 


The establishment of the leftist alliance confuses the 
picture. Merging is more likely to increase than to 
decrease the support for the people's democrats. Some of 
those who have been sojourning will return to their roots 
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If the significance of the SMP [Finnish Rural Party] 
declines at the same time, the leftist alliance may become 
the fourth card in politics. If things do turn out that way, 
nothing will seem as clear as it was before. Four cards 
give rise to more combinations than do three. 


The party secretary of the Center Party, Seppo Kaari- 
ainen, has already had time to whine. His first reaction 
was fright. He announced his fear that the cooperation 
between the SKDL and the Center Party would break 
off, and the new party would worm its way into the good 
graces of the SDP and the Conservative Party in its 
longing to enter the government. The fear is legitimate, 
but it is premature. The Conservative Party, too, could 
be alarmed because the strengthening of the leftists’ 
influence will revive the possibility of a popular front. 
For it, the outcome of having to be in a government with 
two lefiist parties would not be a good solution, either. 


One might think that the leftist alliance would threaten 
SDP support above all, but, in fact, the SDP does not 
have any direct fear at least of losing votes. The SDP did 
not profit from the Communists’ long party quarrel and 
the splitting of the SKP. If it did not gain any additional 
support for itself from the SKDL, then, by the same 
token, it will not be losing any purloined votes. 


On the other hand, the leftist alliance would give rise to 
political problems for the SDP. When the SKDL quit the 
government in 1982, the SDP came to represent the sole 
leftist voice in the government. It was also able to reduce 
its protection on the left side because there was not 
strong competition from the squabbling Communists. 


If the SKDL and SKP merger leads to electoral success. 
the new party cannot be ignored in the negotiations to 
form a government. According to President Mauno 
Koivisto, the attempt by the victors in an election to 
enter the government is a “very laudable endeavor.” 


A leftist alliance would be ideologically close to the SDP, 
but would cooperation with a second leftist party in the 
government be a relief for the SPD? The SDP has waved 
the baton in Holkeri's government. The SDP often found 
the SKDL ministers’ shenanigans and exemptions a 
burden. It had to make difficult compromises. 


Uniting forces will not solve the problem. The party 
policy lines are more important. If it moves to the nght 
hke the SDP in the new situation, the door to the 
government may open all the faster. 


* Ex-CP Chief Comments 
3617007 3a Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish | Apr 89 p 18 


[Article by Matti Virtanen: “Arvo Aalto Clarifies His 
Attitude to Realistic Socialism”) 


[Text] The former chairman of the Communist Party, 
Arvo Aalto, has written articles as a basis for the pro- 
gram work of the merging SKDL and the SKP at the 
request of the party's program and strategy department 
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Aalio’s first article, which has just appeared, is called 
“Socialist Theory and Practice.” The former Communist 
leader gives an accounting of so-called realistic socialism 
in the 21-page paper. 


The opening sentence tells cautiously what it 1s about. “It 
is Obvious to all that the socialist countries have run into 
great difficulties.” It is not enough to shove the blame 
onto Stalin's back alone—Marx and Lenin, too, take 
their lumps from Aalto. 


He treats critically the whole Marxist ideology: the 
materialist concept of history, relations between the 
material base and the superstructure, the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, the state and power, as well as the 
doctrine of the person and contradictions. 


In Marx's historical materialism, the production forces 
and production relations are thought of as being driven 
to a contradiction, which is resolved of a socialist revo- 
lution. Aalto asks among other things whether revolu- 
tions have been implemented as predicted. 


The answer is in the negative: Productive forces have 
developed rapidly in the capitalist countries. “What ts 
significant is the fact that the development of the pro- 
ductive forces in capitalism has not been hampered in 
the way that Marx predicted, and not a single socialist 
revolution has occurred on this basis,” Aalto writes. 


On the other hand, the social ownership of the means of 
production adopted by the socialist countnes has turned 
out to be problematical. In Aalto’s opinion, the worst 
thing is the fact that the lead enjoyed by the capitalist 
countries has ceased to increase. 


‘Thievery Is Commonplace’ 


“Socialism was supposed to end the waste characteristic 
of capitalism. This has not been accomplished,” Aalto 
stated. He supposed that one reason was the Soviet 
Union's abundant natural resources. “There has been 
enough to waste, and this has surely had an effect in 
promoting bad conduct.” 


The waste has had unpleasant consequences. “The own- 
ership of the means of production by society has not to 
date generated a way of production that is in the slightest 
extent more friendly to nature.” 


Marx writes that workers are alienated in capitalism 
because they cannot decide on the results of their own 
labor. In socialism, things are supposed to be different, 
but, according to Aalto, Marx's insight does find confir- 
mation in the socialist countries. 


“In them the workers have become alienated from their 
labor even more so, if possible, than in the developed 
capitalist countries. A negligent attitude toward the use 
and development of socialist property is very common. 
Thievery is widespread.” 
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As a model of labor morale, Aalto cites capitalist Japan, 
which has succeeded in creating “the most far-reaching 
interest of the workers in carrying out their work skill- 
fully and carefully and in the success of the enterprise.” 


One-Party System a ‘Symptom of Weakness’ 


Aalto has never been enthusiastic about the class strug- 
gic. In his opinion, it has been used to shore up the 
party's power. “The concentrated power of the dictator- 
ship has been used not only to silence and destroy the 
enemies of socialism but. as we now know, also against a 
great many honest persons and those who had carried 
out the revolution. 


“Now we know from experience what should have been 
clear otherwise: that the disappearance of unsuitable 
class contradictions 1s not accompanied by a disappear- 
ance of conflicts. The attempt to stifle conflicts by means 
of force dams them up, and sometimes the dams burst 
uncontrollably.” 


In place of the single-valued class struggle and the 
one-party system, Aalto would like diverse values 
because a society having a single truth is “spiritually 
poor.” The one-party system enshrined in the constitu- 
tions of the socialist countries is, in his opinion, a sign of 
political and ideological weakness. 


In Aalto’s opinion, emphasizing Marxism and Leninism 
as a state ideology has “promoted the transformation of 
the most progressive social science of our era into a 


dogma. 


Ideal of Freedom Betrayed 


Marx's concept of the person as the product of society is 
put in a questionable light in Aalto’s analysis. He wants 
to devote greater attention to a person's idiosyncracies, 
genes, psyche, senses, and drives, and their effects on the 
individual's life and development.” 


In the socialist countries, people are treated according to 
Aalto as a mass, a troop, or a party of soldiers. This has 
not had good results. “The practical application of this 
way of looking at people hinders the development of 
talents and personalities and propagates narrowminded- 
ness; it turns life into a hell for many sensitive peopic.” 


According to Aalto, the building of socialism to date has 
betrayed the socialist ideals of a more beautiful human 
freedom. 


“Ideological dogmatism, a bureaucracy that buries the 
individual, the fear generated by misuse of power, the 
need to doubt one's comrade, the loss of trust, and many 
prohibitions and restrictions work in one direction, in 
such conditions, human freedom does not live.” the 
former SKP leader writes. 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 


Arvo Aalto does not find socialism completely bankrupt, 
however. Here and there he praises the present Soviet 
leadership and its reformist line. Among other things, 
the positive world political situation is, in his opinion, 
the result of Moscow's peace policy. 


* Conservative Party Head Suominen Profiled 
361700736 Helsinka HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 2 Apr 89 p B2 


{Article by Anneli Sundberg: “Is the Conservative Party 
Flaring Up? Ilkka Suominen Soft Pedals Tax Squabbies. 
His Party Is Said To Be Doing Unusually Well™] 


[Text] It is a shame that the bank director Jaakko Lassila 
and other burgers who have lost faith in the Conserva- 
tive Party did not see tne party chairman Ilkka Suomi- 
nen thus in the carly morning, freshly showered and 


well-groomed. 


One could hardly look more bourgeois than the very 
relaxed minister of commerce and industry, who exuded 
an aura of power and prosperity. His voice is a shade 
sharper than it was 2 years ago, when Suominen was still 
the leader of the opposition and could be interviewed by 
anyone at all. 


In the shirt pocket over his heart, a blue cornflower is 
blooming. The same conservative symbol is found in all 
of his white shirts—someone has to hold the Conserva- 
tive Party's flag high. Prime Minister Harri Holkeri is 
not the one for this. He wails like a visionary who thinks 
great thoughts but does not become involved in daily 
political toil. 


Holkeri's prime minister dream does not seem to capti- 
vate his party's leader. 


“I would state as my own opinion that the prime 
minister 1s always his country’s leading statesman. The 
prime minister neither can nor should forget this—and 
his duties include a very large amount of daily politics.” 


Actually, it seems likely that the mode! of a politically 
castrated prime minister would fit Suominen well, since 
he seems to have found a completely new change for 
himself recently. His gestures, airs, and speeches create 
the impression of a man who believes in himself and 
looks forward with confidence to the future. 


If critecism has caused wounds, they have been carefully 
bandaged. The Finnish center is breathing on the back of 
the Conservative Party's neck, and favor bobs up and 
down in the public opinion polls, but Suominen keeps 
repeating like an incantation that things are going well 
for the Conservative Party. 


The parhamentary group rebelled against the govern- 
ment’s tax policy, there ts anger in the letters to the 
editor, and business leaders how! that the Conservative 
Party 1s permitting the Social Democrats to guide itself, 











certain extent they have not been abie to analyze where 
we are and where we are going. Part of the rebellion has 
been a quite normal political act.” 


If the rebels accomplished anything visible, at least they 
succeeded in riveting the hated tax minister, Ulla Puo- 
lanne, to the government more firmly than before. 
Suominen was quiet for a long time but finally saved the 
tax minister from the wolves by assuming the responsi- 
bility for the tax policy in the name of the whole 
ministerial group. 


“Only cowards feed women and children to the wolves!” 


The last word has not been spoken in the tax discussion, 
although the government was able to temporarily quiet 
the irate persons by promising corrections in next year's 
budget. Suominen himself admitted that taxes are the 
touchstone of the conservative government. 


“I did not make taxes a government question in connec- 
tion with the fall budget negotiations for nothing. It is 
self-evident that the Conservative Party is not going to 
become the tax-raising party. 


If anyone had the delusion that the Conservative Party is 
the tax-lowering party, he can forget 1. Suominen does 
not understand where the misconception dwelling in the 
readers’ columns came from. 


“The government does not say that we will lower taxes. 


No demand for lowering taxes is found in our election 
program, either. Come and look, if you wish!” 


Even the Social Democrats Are Not Irreplaceable 


Suominen does not see any reason to assess anew the 
direction of government policy or to raise the profile of 
conservative ministers. The Social Democrats, however, 
do have this need, if one believes Suominen. 
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“I am surprised at people who allege that the Conserva- 
tive Party is marching to the Social Democrats’ beat—in 
a collectivist and socialist direction. On the contrary. 
The government has made a lot of decisions that indicate 
something very different. The gradual privatization of 
State enterprises could hardly be calied socialism.” 


Then the Social Democrats have become bourgeois? 


“That is what has happened during the last 10 years. In 
1977 the Social Democrats changed their economic 
policy substantially. They became supporters of a mixed 
economic system and, since then, have followed a policy 
that would be hard to call socialist.” 


At the same time, Suominen recalled the communist 
ernment, and he backed off a little. 


“I do not want to say in any way that we dictate in the 
government. Decisions are made together for the good of 
the nation.” 


At present, the communists are constructing a new leftist 
party, which would participate in the parliamentary 
elections already in 1991 and in the government negoti- 
ations following them. Suominen has been ready in 
nists, and he holds the same attitude toward the new 
leftist party. Theory is quite a different matter from 
practice, however. In no event would Suominen enter a 
government in which the leftists hold a majority. 


He considered it an impossible idea that, when the new 
leftist party has been implemented and is successful, it 
could replace the Social Democrats in the government. 


“It would have to grow a great deal indeed and be very 
discreet. In addition, the Social Democrats would have 
to become substantially smaller. There are a lot of ifs 
here, but in political development anything 1s possibile. 
No one is or should be irreplaceable in a democratic 
country.” 


Suominen Is Confident as a Goat 


Suvominen himself concluded a secret agreement with the 
Center Party about a bourgeois government on the eve of 
the parliamentary elections, but he received a bloody 
nose. Now it seems some Conservatives are regretting. 
Suominen learned from his humiliation at least that one 
should not count one’s chickens before they are hatched. 
He is not the first one to call for a bourgeois government. 


“Everything depends on the clection result and on how 
this government's cooperative spirit lasts. If the cooper- 
ation goes well up to the elections, then of course it 
provides a certain basis for assessing the future after the 
elections.” 











“In that respect, | can only say that it will not be an 
unknown person.” 


But a woman” 


“A person. It will be a person.” 


* Conservative Party Voters Seen Frustrated 
36500091 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
in Swedish 17 Apr 89 p 2 


{Editorial by Bjorn Mansson: “The Abandoned Right 
Flank”—first paragraph is HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
introduction] 
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At the same time the upward trend of the Center Party 
was confirmed, this time by no less than 5 percent since 
the parliamentary clection—which should give the party 
15 additzonal seats. 


Gallup figures have varied, but the flow from the gov- 
ernment party 'c the Center opposition reappears in all 
of them. The trend is also credible because it is logical, in 
a situation where the party's Achilles’ heel, the taxes, 1s 


self-critical debate within the party naturally continues. 
The principal catalyst for the critics is the chief editor, 
Jarmo Virmavirta. 


Not so long ago he threw out the challenge that the party 
should consider reyecting Harm Holker as the presiden- 
tial candidate if his party fails, and the party suffers a 
loss in the parliamentary election 2 years from now. 


Previously the outspoken Virmavirta had advocated that 
party chairman Iikka Suominen should leave his post 
this year to make room for fresh new forces. 


Last week Virmavirta went further along this line, and 
more clearly explained his view: 


“Suominen is not the ‘ideological soul of fire’ that the 
party needs in a situation wherein it should ‘stand up 
and be independent.” The party has become an ‘exten- 
sion of the minister group.’ and should ‘finally rise up,” 
which cannot happen under Suominen’s leadership.” 


Instead, according to Virmavirta, Suominen could aim 
at 1994. He explains this by saying that the Center Party 
and Paavo Vayrynen would find it casier to accept 
Suominen than Holker as president. 


There is something in that reasoning, which however 
seems to avoid the possibility that Suominen will not 
make it to the decisive second round of the election 
without Vayrynen and Sorsa, for cxampic. Ii is not, after 
all, written in the stars that “even” Holker should do it. 


But that is another story. 


The difficulties that the Conservative Party is having 
with its identity have also given rise to another debate 
which, simply stated, concerns the need for a “genuine™ 
party on the night in Finland. 


The point of departure, which the Conservative Party 
itself is proud of, is that the party long ago abandoned its 
role as a conservative party in the traditional sense of the 
word, and onented itself toward the political middie. 


In this latest regard the party 1s not at all unique in our 
country, our entire political system seems to have the 
same tendency. Just look at the planned alliance of the 
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left, which with the best goodwill in the world could not 
be interpreted as anything other than an attempt by the 
far left to orient itself toward the middie, closer to the 
Social Democrats. 


In the middle is where the voters are found. 


right-wing party should be needed to stand to 
the right of the current Conservative Party. 


For example, criticism of the party by businessmen can 
hardly be dismissed as extremism. 


The situation is really not new, it arose in the seventies 
ately, to become stylishly liberal in Kekkonen's republic 
by moving leftward. 


As long as the party stood in opposition to the center-left 
coalitions, it was still regarded as a party of the nght. 
With the conservatives in the government, the void is 
emphasized 


Over the years tore has been no shortage of efforts to fill 
that void. The party register abounds with parties whose 
names reveal such ambitions: “I: Party,” 


Only one of these small parties, however, has been 
considered a serious attempt to break the Conservative 
Party's hegemony on the right) The Constitutional 
Rightist Party. 


Obviously, however, the Constitutional Rightist Party 
was doomed to fail from the beginning, perhaps even 
before it was led by a Swedish-Finn, Georg C. Ehrnrooth. 
But Ehrnrooth did not succeed in enticing Tuure Junnila 
of the Conservative Party nght wing with him, or even 
his close friend from his Swedish People’s Party days. 
Victor Procope. He had to be satisfied with lesser-known 
conservative defectors such as Kullervo Rainio and 


The Constitutional Rightist Party became a regional 
party, limited to bilingual voting circles, and following 
became the party's only delegate in the entire country— 
it must be regarded as defunct. 


In their own way the Rural Party and the Finnish 
Christian League have also filled the vacuum on the nght 
in Our political scene—or rather helped to maintain 
could have expressed itself in other ways. 


tudes among the people, and they can in that respect be 


Borg estimates that the niche for a renovated Conserva- 
tive Party is 5-8 percent of the voting public, with a part 
of the Conservative Party's supporters understood as an 
additional contribution of passive voters. Furthermore, 


social order in a new party of the right. 


Potential voters obviously should be found, as well as 
issues to promote. Bul that does not mean that a new 
party would be casy to create. Also needed are credible 
leaders. 


What established conservative politician would be fool- 
ish enough to take the risk? Our party and the election 
law changes do not exactly favor beginners. 


Or what is the likelihood that a Finnish equivalent of 
Carl 1. Hagen, Mogens Glistrup or Jorg Haider will be 


Factors opposed to the formation of a successful party of 
the right in Finland include dissatisfaction with taxes 


and hatred of foreigners. 
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Despite the dissatisfaction just now with tax rei rm, we 
do not have as high taxes as Denmark, for exar ple. And 
despite preyudice against foreigners msing to the surface. 
it will be a long tume before there are enough objects for 
this prejudice to give them political weight. 


And how should the “economic™ dissatisfactions of the 
mght among businessmen and the well-to-do be recon- 
ciled with prejudiced conservative attitudes im other 
groups within a party” 


The Conservative Party therefore hardly needs to fear 
competition from any new party on the nght, but on tne 
other hand surely from the middie. 


And dissatisfaction can naturally also find exprossion in 
rendering new voter groups passive. 


It is, however, hardly good for the functioning efficiency 
of a democracy that a meaningful opinion exists that 1 
has no channel for political representation. 


Norway 


* Fur, Whale Boycott Hurting Greenlanders 
36390058 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN A 
MAGASINET in Norwegian 22 Mar 89 pp 8-12 


[Article by Per Lars Tonstad: “Thule—The World's 
Icebox” —first paragraph is AFTENPOSTEN A MAGA- 
SINET introduction] 


[Text] Nature has shaped their lives. Until now. Modern 
times have caught the hunters of Thule in Greenland by 
surprise. The 10 years of home rule have not decreased 
the pressure on their lifestyle 


Thule in northern Greenland has all of $00 inhabitants 
but 1s nevertheless overpopulated This unique society in 
the world’s icebox is the polar Eskimo's center, the 
world’s most northerly settlement. It consists of the 
scattered colored splotches from a few houses sprawled 
over a hillside, surrounded by ice and mountains. ice and 
mountains. Seldom have we observed such a special 
lifestyle, never have we met prouder people. 


But Thule, or Qaanaag, which is the spot's correct 
Greenlandic name, is a village in upheaval. While the 
younger generation crawls up onto the sofa and watches 
Amencan television, its parents hitch up the dog team to 
the sled and set off on a month-long polar bear hunt. 


Different cultures meet, different worlds collide. oppos- 
ing values have to be tested among people in close 
contact with one another. What will tomorrow be lke” 


“Nature has shaped our lives. This is a people of hunters 
which has always managed by itself, Developments in 
recent decades have been a shock to the residents of 


ing are the basis of the community 
On a spring day in Qaanaag, the silence is almost 
ter. ifying. Only a faint mechanical hum from the water- 
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any event, the Inuit have become tenants im their own 
houses. Denmark continues to make foreign and security 
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policy and has its say m other social areas. Tukumeg 
Qavigag docs not wish to say whether or not home rule 
has been a biessing for the most northerly population in 
Greenland. 

“Danger is that Thule will become a society administered 
from without. People become powerless. It is jsut as far to 
Nuwk, the capital of Greenland, as i is to Copenhagen 
The languages are different and the lifestyles entirely 
different. The polar Eskimos do not want to become a new 
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How can the future of the polar Eskimo be ensured” 


“Before the foreigners came here, the polar Eskimo had 
no idea of the Wutside world. Today this people has great 
respect for that outside world. We believed the new 
just as innocent as we are. Our advantage is 
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transport. The negative consequences of letting snowmo- 
biles loose were too great. 


We leave Qaanaag on a helicopter for the American base 
at Thule on a sunny spring day. Outside it is -25". An 
average springtime temperature Beneath us we see chil- 
dren playing soccer on an improvised soccer field on the 
ice of the ford. In August the ice wil break up, and the 
first supply ship from Denmark will be able to drop 
anchor. 











tion, they will have to come to him. Not the other way 
around. However, things are not as simple as 





population. Hoewever, a good politician must regard 
himself as a servant of the population.” 


“Gro believes that is the power and the mghts of 
politicians and bureaucrats that have to be secured, 
whereas 11 1s the nghts and the power of ordinarly peopic 


that have to be safeguarded.“ 


“Gro believes that the problems of the world are what 1s 
most impo-ctant to the Norwegian people But the most 
important thing 1s the struggle for beticr conditions for 
patients, the elderly, and the handicapped ~ 
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now coming.” sand the crown prince of the Progress 
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of petrification. Today impatient voters who want to get 
to accomplish tasks not through elections, but by taking 
them into their own hands. 


Backwater 


The Socialist Left is not alone in having ended up on the 
sedelines. In actuality, this is not a problem of the parties 
at all, but of the voters. The point of a ballot is, indeed, 
that it should be used to obtain certain results: to 
promote or prevent a particular development. This effect 
is as @ rule guaranteed in a two-party system. If the 
difference between the two parties is small, one at least 
gets to vote for what he likes most and to vote against 
what he likes least. But in a multi-party system like ours, 
parties can continue to receive votes long after they have 
landed in a political backwater. It takes time for the 
voters to discover what has happened. It is difficult for 
them to imagine that their parties are not seeking power, 
or are obtaining power without using it, or are using it for 
entirely different purposes than intended. 


What is special about the 1989 election year is that 
almost all of our parties seem to have suffered the same 
derailment, in one way or another. Most eye-striking, of 
course, is the non-socialist majority which has ended up 
in Opposition not only to the Labor Party but even more 
so to each other. The usual way to explain this is that 
they stand far apart from one another politically. But a 
more correct description is that they have come to stand 
far from one another politically because some of them 
are not being run with the necessary desire for power. 
They have nothing that forces them together. 


This applies first of all to the Center Party but also to the 
Christian People’s Party. Kjell Magne Bondevik hardly 
belongs to the those in the Christian People’s Party who 
are least interested in governing, he has rather more 
interest in governing than most of his party colleagues. 
But this should preferably be a Bondevik government. 
And this ambition does not particularly go along with 
closer relationships with the Conservatives. 


Protest Party 


The Progressive Party is derailed in a different way. The 
party voted to hold expenditures down and with this 
brought a socialist government to power, so that taxes 
and expenditures went up. This could just as well be said 
to correspond to expectations. For the Progressive Party 
was established as a protest party where, to begin with, 
reaction plays a greater role than results. But sooner or 
later, protest must be transformed into policy, into 
action. This is Hagen’s problem. He has gotten a growing 
flock to turn their backs on old solutions. Bui when will 
he get the flock to do more than to stand with their backs 
to them? 


tainly between halfhearted presentations of their own 
policies and disheartened invitations to others. 


ground, with others’ ideas. The danger in this is that part 
of the voters will have difficulty in recognizing the party. 
But the real crisis will come when the party no longer 
recognizes itself. 


* Labor Party Ties 
3639007 1a Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
1 Apr 89 p 8 


[Article by Thorieif Andreassen: “Socialist Left Says No 
to Closer Collaboration With the Labor Party™] 


[Text] Apparently there is only a small minority at the 
Socialist Left's national congress who will advocatc 
closer collaboration with the Labor Party. 


One of the people who is opening the door for closer 
cooperation with big brother is deputy leader Per Eggum 
Mauseth from Oslo. He believes that all indications are 
that the Socialist Left will make a strong comeback in the 
Storting after the fall elections. 


“This can create a new situation in Norwegian politics. 
Everything indicates that the Labor Party and the Social- 
ist Left are closer to getting an absolute majority than the 
former governing parties. If that happens, both the Labor 
Party and the Socialist Left have an obligation to discuss 
what such a majority will be used for,” Mauseth under- 
lined at the national congress yesterday. 


He thinks that the congress should make it clear that a 
stable Labor Party and Socialist Left majority will 
straighten out the Norwegian economy after the election. 
Per Eggum Mauseth added that this necessarily implies 
that the Socialist Left will obtain greater influence over 
the implementation of policy than in earlier periods with 
a corresponding majority. 


Nonpolitical 


Per Eggum Mauseth was far from being impressed by the 
oprosition parties in the Storting. “Today we have the 
closest thing to a nonpolitical Norway. The non-socialist 
parties are like cats circling a hot porridge. Small ripples 
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are turning into big waves, indeed so big that Kare 
Kristiansen’s latest political fuss turned all of Easter into 
a painful Good Friday for poor Kjell Magne Bondevik. 


From what AFTENPOSTEN has learned, party leader 
Erik Solheim will not say a single word about collabora- 
tion with the Labor Party in his address today. For her 
part, the party's parliamentary leader, Hanna Kvanmo, 
warns against the Socialist Left becoming a hostage 
the Labor Party. 


Environmental Protection 


In his opening address at the national meeting, Kyellborg 
Lunde plumbed for environmental initiatives “as a ben- 


developments around are now gone. When is she going 
to begin the turn-around operation? The Socialist Left 
has taken up the challenge in the program draft which 
the national meeting will adopt.” 


fF nemies 


The deputy leader of the Socialist Left pointed out that 
Defense Minister Johan Joergen Holst has used | 3 times 
more for the Defense establishment than Minister Sissel 
Ronbeck has used for her environmental budget. 


“The increase in this year's defense alone 
matches almost the entire environmental budget.” The 
Socialist Left thinks that Norway seeds a better defense 
against the real enemies. The destruction of the environ- 
ment 1s the greatest threat to our existence. It 1s high time 
that we change our picture of the enemy,” thinks Kjell- 
byorg Lunde 


No Argument 


The situation is such that there is no argument about who 
will be clected to the Socialist Left's top levels. The 
clection commitice has nominated Enk Solbeun for reelec- 
tion as leader. It 1s also supporting reelection of deputy 
leaders Kyelibjorg Lunde and Per Eggum Mauscth. 
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* Report on Congress 
3639007 la Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
3 April 89 p 7 
[Article by Thorieif Andreassen: “Socialist Left Sweeps 
Disagreement Under the Carpet™] 


[Text] Yesterday the Socialist Left's national congress 
became Hanna Kvanmo's own. The queen of the Social- 


| 
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In this controversial matter the national mecting 
adopted a wooly but collective initiative: The question 1s 
to be discussed further within the party. 
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Also the Socialist Left's attitude toward the Labor Party 
split the national congress in Skien. After intense lobby- 


ing activity, they were in agreement that the Labor Party 
will be dependent upon the Socialist Left if the two 


however,” says the new women's policy leader. Bente 
Sandvik, Bacrum, took over as planned as party secre- 
tary following Hilde Vogt Hedmark. 


Demand for Labor 
Organization L nemployment 


The Socialist Left national congress is strongly critical of 
the government's employment policy. The Labor Orga- 
nization (LO) is called upon to make a 
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state employees. The national conference is requesting 
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the government to intervene so that of the state and 
communes will continue to have the same wage condi- 
tions and so that a large-scale conflict will be avoided in 
the commuznal sector. 


Nuclear Weapons 


The Socialist Left's national congress 1s demanding that, 
within NATO, the government have Norway veto new 
nuclear weapons in Europe. The party also opposes any 
agreements which can bring nuclear weapons into Nor- 
wegian waters 

Further, the conference strongly emphasized that the 
Socialist Left opposes the Government's proposal to 
open the southern part of the Barents Sea to oil explora- 
tion. Instead of expanding oil activities, the Socialist Left 
thinks that Norway ought to take up contact with the 
Soviet Union with a view to halting, or at least restrict- 
ing, the oi! exploration that 1s already going on. 


* Center, Conservative Parties Far Apart 
36390069a Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
5 Apr 89 p 2 


[Editorial: “One Too Many™] 


[Text] Lack of nonsocialist cooperation will be a problem 
for the opposition in the upcoming election campaign: 
How can anyone believe these parties will be able to get 
together after the election when it 1s impossible now” But 
there is a problem that could be greater for them than 
lack of cooperation. And that is an attempt to cooperate. 
One that does not lead anywhere. 


After the experiences of the last 3 years we understand 
why Conservative leader Jan P. Syse does not really see 
any point to getting involved in new rounds of talks with 
the Center Party. He has a right to feel that this party, 
which has taken paints to keep the Labor Party in power 
since 1986 and has moved closer and closer to the Labor 
Party, cannot be expected to contribute very actively to 
the forging of a nonsocialist policy. 


After all the point of new talks is not to make the 


participants appear willing to cooperate, but to have 
them actuaily lay the foundation for a new government. 


It 1s indisputable that not much can be expected from the 
Center Party here. Its financial policy spokesman has 
stated that the Center Party is closer to the Labor Party 
than it is to the Conservatives. The party has declared 
that it could not contemplate remaining in a government 
that raises the question of Norwegian EC membership. 
And there were protests at the Center Party congress 
against party participation in a government headed by 
the current leader of the Conservative Party. Where then 
is the Center Party's determination to govern? Or its 
ability to do so” 








to start without the Center Party. 
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by Kurt-Johnny Olsen: “Bondevik Entangled in 
Conflict” —first paragraph is AFTENPOSTEN 
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between the Christian People’s 
group and Odelsting president Kare 
more heated than peopic onginally 
until over a week later that Kjell 
ik distanced himself from the charges that 
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group mecting, which incidentally he left 
over, Kristiansen also signalled that he 
holiday to assess his own relations 
the group. Outwardly the group's leadership and 
heated. However AFTENPOSTEN has been 
informed that things were not nearly as idyllic as they 
might at first have seemed. 


One of the charges directed at Kristiansen during the 
meeting was that after the 1981 clection he was willing to 
go a long way toward accepting the Lonning proposal 
and the Stalsett draft for a new abortion law in order to 
become part of the Willoch government. The Christian 
People’s Party [K RF] rejected both abortion proposals at 

stage. The Stalsett draft proposed a commitice 
consisting of the secking the abortion, a doctor 
and a third person selected by the woman. Briefly, 

Per Lonning’s proposal involved having the 
attending physician and the child's parents sign a joint 
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that this life can be terminated only when the interests at 
stake have been weighed against the new human being’s 
right to live. 
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Kare Kristiansen docs not wish to comment on what 
happened at the harrowing group meting and considers 
the matter closed as far as he is concerned. 


AFTENPOSTEN has learned from other sources that 
Agnes Reiten (More og Romsdal, product representative 
for Kjell Furnes) and Kare Gjonnes were especiaily harsh 
in their criticism of the former party chairman . But the 
names of people like Per Aas and Solveig Sollie were also 
Bondevik, did not dissociate himself from the remarks. 
Therefore it attracted some attention when Bondevik 
confirmed at the reconciliation meeting with Kristiansen 
after Easter that the latter had never sown any doubts 
about his own position on the abortion issue in 1981. He 
himself had participated in the government negotiations 
and knew exactly what had happened. 


Repudiated 


Kristiansen was also sharply criticized at the meeting for 
having been too hard on central committee member 
Kristin Aase, who had just publicly advocated free 
abortion. This was refuted by saying among other things 
that the party leadership itself had publicly criticized her 
much more harshly before that. Kristiansen’s public 
criticism of the party leadership on this point was also 
criticized along with the fact that he had related the 
Kristin Aase issue to the right/left struggle in the party. 
This last matter in particular had caused tempers to flare 
even before the group meeting started. 


After Easter, Bondevik publicly repudiated the accusa- 
trons at the group meeting that Kristiansen had compro- 
mused the party's stand on the abortion issuc. The 
Storting group followed his lead the next day and did the 
samme thing. A week later there are open reports of an “icy 
relationship between Kristiansen and the rest of the 
Storting group.” So far there has been no sign of an 
attempt at reconciliation. 


* Christian People’s Party ‘Rebels’ Warned 
3639007 1b Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
3 Apr 89p7 


[Article by Kurt-Johnny Olson: “Christian People's 
Party Rebel in Central Committec””] 


[Text] Things now appear calm within the upper crust of 
the Christian People’s Party; intensive work is going on 
within the party in order to find solutions to the Easter 
rebellion that can provide a lasting opportunity for 
undisturbed work. One of the proposals is to offer Ivar 
Grimsmo one of four places on an important commitice 


The three other rebels are also well known figures in the 
Christian People’s Party: former General Secretary 
Daniel Kristiansen, the former editor, Bjarne Stoveland, 
and the former youth organization secretary, Helge 


Rosacg. 
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From what AFTENPOSTEN has learned, there is talk of 
offering Grimsmo a place on the strategy committec, 
which is headed by the party's deputy leader Jon Lille- 
tun. The committee functions as the preparatory organ 
for the Central Board and handles political matters as 
well as organizational questions. In recent times, it has 
particularly concentrated on questions which relate to 
the forthcoming election campaign—on a work plan and 
profile matters. Party functionaries describe the strategy 
committee as an important idea bank for the Christian 
People’s Party. 


Candidacy 


Grimsmo’s candidacy for this committee was no doubt 
brought up during the most hectic days of the recent, so 
well-known Easter rebellion. Grimsmo, who, until a few 

years ago was responsible editor of the party's organ, 
FOLKETS FRAMTID. has more recently not held an 
office in the Christian People’s Party. Many describe 


him as one of the party's leading strategists and political 
thinkers. AFTENPOSTEN was told directly: 


“A party should get some good advice if it is not 
interested in making use of such a resource.” 


Others do not conceal that, by offering Grimsmo mem- 
bership in such a broadly important committee, one can 
avoid future actions—and complaints about too little 
effort being made to get non-socialist government coop- 


Contact The Conservatives! 


At the same time, Odelsting president Kare Kristiansen 
has come out and warned the party leadership against 
not reacting to the massive reaction that has come from 
the grassroots level in the party concerning the question 
of cooperation and the political course for the future. 


“It will have a direct effect if the leadership does not take 
note of these reactions—not only discuss this, but let it 
find expression in concrete action. It is especially impor- 
tant, as a first step now, to take up direct contacts with 
the Conservatives and to enter into concrete talks about 
what kind of cooperation platform can now be estab- 
lished. It will be a direct slap in the face of the opposition 
within the Christian People’s Party if, instead, they 
institute negotiations with the Liberals who, at this time. 
are tied into cooperation with the Labor Party and with 
the Center Party, which has given a clear indication that 
it stands closer to the Labor Party than the Conserva- 
tives im economic policy.” 


Kristiansen believes that the unrest in the Christian 
People's Party will not abate until something happens in 
terms of concrete action—not only in words. 
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* Plan Outlines fer Nuclear Power 
36500085 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
29 Mar 89 p 12 


[Arucle by Ake Ekdahl: “Expensive Energy Forms 
Replace Nuclear Power™] 


[Text] The first two nuclear power plants can be shut 
down as planned in 1995-96. Rep’xcement energy has 
been developed in sufficient volume to allow the indus- 
try to stop worrying about a shortfall of electricity. But it 
will be expensive energy from newly built facilities 
operated with orl, natural gas, coal, and hydroelectric 
power. 


In an internal party communication entitled “Quick 
Facts About the Energy Situation” 


supply can increase by 14-16 TWh [terwawatt hour] in 
the mid-1990"s, at the same time as approximaicly 10 
TWh of nuclear power electricity will disappear when 
two reactors are to be closed at Barseback and Ringhals. 


It is not a matter of whether the shutdown will take 
place, but of how it will be done, Dahi writes in her 
memorandum. Parliament has put in a control station 
for 1990, when the government's ability to replace 
nuclear power in a socioeconomically defensible manner 
is to be examined. There is no return from the decision 
to abolish, in Dahl's opinion, and before the district 
conferences and May Day mectings she now wants to 
show party members how the government will make the 
beginning of abolition of nuclear power credible. 


More Effective 


This involves more effective use of existing energy- 
producing facilities, more budgeting, but considerable 
new additions of energy as well, primarily on the clec- 
tricity side and at the facilities in southern Sweden, in 
order to reduce the problems of transmission. 


New production installations for electricity production 
are planned for operation with natural gas, coal, oi! and 
hydroelectric power in already existing power plants. 


¢ Sydkraft [Southern Power Co.] is building a pilot 
facility for gasified coal, which is to provide 20 MW 
in 1990. Gasified coal is a new and commercially 
rather untested technique, which is considered to 
have environmental advantages. 

¢ Vattenfall [National Hydroelectric Power Adminis- 
tration] is expanding for 125 MW of natural gas at 
Stalibacka (Trolthattan) in 1991. 

¢ Sydkraft is expanding a gas turbine facility in Halm- 
stad to 180 MW in 1991. 

* Vattenfall is building oil-fired power plants for 280 
MW in 1992 at Nynashamn, the old Nex. Negotia- 
tions are under way might now for Vattenfall to join 











will be focled by gasified residual oils. The residual 


. Sydkraft is building a 3x100 MW natural gas plant in 
Barseback for 1994. 


Beyond the capacities indicated in the abovementioned 
new facilities, Dah! wants to include 1.5 TWh in energy 
deliveries from the thermal power plant in Vartan and 
1.5 TWh from yet another expansion and increase in 
Capacity at existing hydroelectnc plants, among them an 
expansion of Klippen in Ume River, on which the 


government is expected to pass a decision shortly. 


Together, this will provide 14-16 TWh of new electrical 
energy for 1994-97. For fiscal years 1989-91 the admin- 
istration has proposed a i2-bdillion-kronor investment 
framework for Vattenfall. Since last year, Vattenfall is to 
be operated with a demand for yield that might be 
required from normal industrial activity. 


On paper this looks reassuring for the energy supply. 
although energy consumption continues to increase by 
tho 5-00 camels Geen tao btn og ema aed eee 
increase for the last few boom years. Bottlenecks in 
power transmission to southern Sweden are still a con- 
cern, and as late as during the cold spell in December the 
year before last the oil-fired reserve plants at Karishamn 
had to fire up in order to cope with the peak load. 


Mild Winter 


The following mild winter had a favorable effect on the 
energy savings. 


If the projects now listed by the government actually 
become reality over the next 5-6 years, the electricity- 
intensive industry ought to be able to manage satisfac- 
torily the first stage in the conversion of the 

system. Director-General Ulf Larsson will still have to 
show how the price of electricity influences the condi- 
tions for mmternational competition, how employment 1s 
affected and how the nuclear power plants which are to 
continue until the year 2010 are coping with the need for 


competent personnel. 


The environmental problems of increased amounts of 
carbon dioxide and sulfur dioxide in the air from new 
gas. coal and oi! facilities could become a political 
concern for the government. The Energy Administration 
and the Environmental Conservation Agency are study- 
ing an ecological energy system and are to submit a 
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tal Conservation Agency was charged last fall with estab- 
lishing an action program against air pollution and 
acidification no tater than 30 March 1990. 


A so-called environmentally optimized energy system 1s 
to be discussed during a mayor environmental mecting of 
the parliamentary parties and the government's Environ- 
mental Advisory Committee some time next year. 


* Uncertainty Continues Over Ties to EC 


* Customs Union Weighed 
36500081 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
13 Mar 89 p 12 


[Commentary by Sven Svensson: “Carisson's Difficult 
Road Into the EC”—first two paragraphs are DAGENS 
NYHETER introduction} 


[Text] Today, Monday, the Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee 1s meeting at the palace to make the fina! decision on 
Sweden's position before the mecting of EFTA [Euro- 
pean Free Trade Association] prime ministers in Oslo on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 


Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson is pusing the issue of 
close cooperation with the EC, the European Commu- 
nity, in order to remove it from the 1991 clection 
campaign 

Third time lucky—well before the 1991 election. Prime 
Minister Ingvar Carlsson is hoping that will be the case 
at the EFTA-EC mecting in Holmenkollen this week. 
Carisson is the minesweeper who consistently trics to 


It will not be easy to stay on the right course. Sweden's 
future relations with the EC are a Social Democratic 
“mine™ that could casily blow the party up. Balancing 
between neutrality and international cooperation ts no 
easy task for an export-dependent country like Sweden. 


This ts the Social Democratic dilemma: 


Sweden wants a cooperation with the EC that 1s as close 
and enduring as possible, but the EC wants only mem- 
bers to enjoy the fruits of cooperation. 


For the Social Democrats Swedish membership in the 
EC is ruled out as long as Europe is divided into two 
military blocs. The result of the line of argument ever 
since Tage Erlander's 1961 speech to the Metalworkers 
Union 1s that the Social Democrats have their hands tied 
behind their backs in spite of perestroyka and glasnost. 


Thus i «s vital for Ingvar Carlsson from a partisan 
viewpoint to have the Oslo meeting lead to a result that 
will solve the EC affilhation problems facing Sweden and 
the Social Democrats once and for all. For this reason ut 








From the Swedish point of view West European integra- 
thon 1s one long sad story in which a new chapter will now 
be written. The EFTA free trade association was formed 


But the EFTA was gradually “thinned out.” England and 
Denmark (plus Ireland) became EC members in 1973, 


The EFTA’s goal of eliminating customs between mem- 
ber countries was achieved in 1966, 3 years abcad of 
schedule, but building a bridge to the EC has gone more 
slowly. Sweden applied for association with the EC in 
1961 and submitted a so-called open application in 
1967, but the final result was a negotiated agreement in 
June 1972 on a free trade area for industrial products. 


Import duties between the EFTA and the EC were 
virtually eliminated in July 1977 and after that a number 
of technical trade barners also disappeared. 


Al a joint ministerial meeting between the EFTA and the 
EC’s Council of Ministers in Luxembourg in 1984 guide- 
lines were drawn up for a European economic coopera- 
tron area. All trade barnmers would be eliminated and the 
two trade blocs would start cooperating on research and 
development, transportation, fishing, agriculture, energy 


and the environment, cic. 


Developments have at least partly outrun the Luxem- 
t's idea of a gigantic free trade ares 


burg 
between the EC and the EFTA. In EC's so-called white 
book of 1985 the EC Commission presented a proposal 
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for an internal market among the 12 member countries 
that would involve the free flow of goods, services, 
capital and people and in January 1989 EC President 
Jacques Delors tned to gauge the cooperative capability 
of the EFTA countries. 


Even if EC wants all the West European countries to 
participate in the integratson, the negotiation process 1s 
overburdened. The EC is very unwilling to negotiate 
with the EFTA countnes individually and many people 
also view the neutral countnes as an impediment. 


cement that holds things together. 


The host country, Norway, with open wounds from the 
1972 EC referendum is facing a Storting election this fall 
Center Party is opposed to supranational as it 
was in 1972, and the Socialist People’s Party does not 
want an, political cooperation with the conservatively- 
ruled EC. Gro Harlem Brundtland will have to make 
gentile telemark turns with the election in mind. 


Swiss objections to a customs umion and supranational 
cooperation are very well known. If we accept 4 customs 
union with a mutual trade policy against outside coun- 
tries like the United States and Japan, we might as well 
apply for membership, say the Swiss who do not even 
belong to the United Nations. And Austria is like the 
donkey between two wisps of hay: Should we apply for 
EC membership or not? 


Thus the question is what a joint but very diluted 
statement from the prime ministers in Oslo will really be 
worth in contacts with the EC when several EFTA 
countnes would much rather retain their own freedom of 
action. 


The jackpot question may be tested at the announced 
joint trade ministers’ meeting on 20 March between 
representatives of the two trade blocs. Holding 
moticy EFTA band together will be no casy 

task if the EC ministers press for a customs union and 
supranational organs. 


If the EFTA route finally turns out to be impassable in 
spite of all the good attempts, minesweeper Ingvar 
Carlsson will face the question of how Sweden can 
influence the decisionmaking process in the EC's Coun- 
cul of Ministers, the EC Commission with its 11,000 
employees, the EC Parliament, the EC Court and per- 
haps the highest council for heads of state and govern- 
ment leaders without applying for membership. 











form will probably be an election issue in 1991 after 
all. 


from both nght and 
faith with Cari Bildt and his Conservatives that the EC is 
a fateful issue for Sweden in the 1990's, while red/green 
forces in the Environment Party and the Left-Commu- 
nist Party [VPK] and to some extent the Center Party are 
doing their best to form a new popular front against the 
EC. The demand for a popular referendum on the EC 
may fall mght into their hands. 


* Green Leader Spurns Ties 
36500081 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 14 Mar 89 p 3 





requested. This led to a number 
of Riksdag motions and a debate article in DAGENS 


In other words the government has put the lid on after 
the Green Riksdag motions and my DAGENS 
NYHETER article’ Even so facts about EC adjustment 
are constantly leaking out here and there. Some fresh 


examples of this: 


A secret report on the effects of EC adjustment on the job 
environment was published in the journal of the 
National Board of Occupational Health and Safety, 
ARBETARSKYDD, No 89. Among other things it 
says that EC adjustment would lead to a weakening of 
Swedish regulations concerning asbestos and solvents 
and that the principles of chemical control and the 
evaluation of the carcinogenic properties of various 
substances would be changed to the detriment of the 
(One point is that the journal 
report from me, not from those who 
. Le., the journal's own publisher’). 


In a recent TT [press agency) interview (published in 
UNT on 17 February) the director general of the Con- 
sumer that “Sweden's dilemma ts that 
im general lower safety and quality requirements are 














In an article in ARBETET (23 February) the chairman of 
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view with the prime minister on 6 March in which he 
says he wants to avoid debate on the EC issue as we near 


that an open debate will never take place. That is 
unprecedented, but anything 1s possible in the business- 
dominated Swedish circus arena 
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be worth the paper i is 


fii 
b 
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Party says no to supranational inst- 
erode democracy and put more power in the 
of multinational businesses and central burcavu- 
but of course we say yes to constructive coopera- 
in Europe as a whole. However we have nothing 
inst strengthening EFTA in its capacity as an organi. 
cooperation and negotiation We support an 
that as a group to seck some concrete 
mation Measures among its members and with 

es in Europe, both East and West. especially 
environmental policy 1s involved But the cooper- 
must be based on international agreements. not 
directives. Naturally we are also positive 
measures to improve freedom of movement for 
people in Europe as a whole 


In addition, | have made a proposal to the party that we 
work for some form of environmental arbriration court 
on a European level (along the lines of the European 
Council's Commission on Human Rights) where people 
can appeal individual nations’ violations of environmen. 
tal conventions which they have signed 
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The joint proc! mation against EC adjustment that is 
currently being published with signatures from the Erv- 
ronmental League, the peace movement. various umon 
organizations, cultural figures. the Social Democratic 
Alternative, the Environment Party 


the (© ommunist 
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Left Party, the Center Youth League along with 
popular movements and organizations should 
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Just as the tree lovers in Bohus County 
for all trees im the world by embracing 


Feo ES 


If Ingvar Carlsson & Co. really try to implement the 
surreptitious adjustment to the West European empire 
of Jacques Delors (the czar of Europe, according to 
NEWSWEEK) that 1s concealed beneath the meaningicss 


In 1988 net direct investments in EC of 22.4 billion 
kronor were reported compared with 10.3 billion the 
year before, according to figures from the National Bank. 
In 1986 the figure was 6.4 billion kronor. 


The most attractive country last year was the Nether- 
lands It also accounted for the biggest increase from 0 7 
billion kronor in 1987 to 7.6 billhon in 1988. 


Great Britain was second with 5.3 bilhon kronor com- 
pared with 2.6 billhon in 1987. Number three was France 
with 3.6 bilhon, an increase of 1.1 billion from the 1987 
level 








* Parties Compete To Build Ties to Estonia 
36500083 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 19 Mar 89 p 14 


[Article by Kaa Encberg: “Now Everyone Wants To Be 
Friends With the Balts™] 


[Text] Nowadays, all the parties in Parliament are com- 
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* Members of New Papandreos Entourage Described 
35210103 Athens 1 KATHIMERINI in Greek 


23 Apr 89p 3 


[Artucle by a “Special Associate”: “The Ekali “Circle.” A 
Dommant New ‘Entourage’ Taking Shape Around 
Lean] 


[Text] “The prome manester lives locked up m a fortress. 
Nobody can see him unless he gets permission from 
Demutra or knows Voula~ 


These are words that hawe been heard very frequently 
sence October 1988, words uttered by munusters, officials, 
and “former fnencs”™ of Andreas Papandreou. 


Let ws make one thing clear. The attacks on Dimitra 
Loam stem from the mythology that views the Prime 
Minester's companion as a “Cerberus” out of her love for 


no longer do. We will leave i to you to guess who they 
are, 6 not particularly difficult to do so. 


year ago 6 another matter.” 
Inevitably, Loam: has much mm common with the Pres- 


Kotopouli's other surname is Tourloumousi, and that 
Ms Viakhopovlow’s first name 1s Roula 


Also mevitably, and to the extent that Papandreow has 
broken bus tees wath the old entourage, the Lian 
“entourage” « becoming domunant. By ihe way, 1 would 
of course be wery difficult to we | sami as another Kate- 
faras or Lowvarts just because beth were “frends of the 
Prme Minter” Thus, coexistence, which virtually 
turning into cohabitation. 1s leading to conflicts between 
the “new entowrage™” and the Prime Minister's children 
and between «t and party officials who “aren't flexible” 
Ci>vously by defimetron, Andreas Papandreou's children 
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says he has sought “help from the medical association, 
some sort of backing,” because the Prime Minister's 
entourage has made it clear to him that “if anyi ling 
happens to the Prime Minister, you won't even be able to 
get out of the country.” 


although his children teagres with this assessment. His 


medical advice. And this in order to vindicate both the 
expectations of the woman who is close to him and his 
own posthumous reputation. 


* Women's in Politics 
35210091 Athens TO VIMA in Greek 12 Mar 89 p 29 


Article by loanna Podimata: “Politics Is for Men.” 75.7 
Percent of Greek Women Consider Involvement in 
Public Affairs ‘So Complicated That People Like Us 
Can't Understand It'!"} 


[Text] Just a few months before the elections and while 
the party heads are feverishly preparing the lists of 
candidates for Parliament and for the European Parlia- 
ment, the Coordinating Committee of women's organi- 
zations and the women's sections of the parties are 
intensifying their efforts to introduce quotas for women, 
i.¢. to “guarantee women a 35 percent share in decision- 
making bodies.” Naturally women are also seeking the 
introduction of quotas for party candidates lists. This 
issue has been taken up by the European Parliament as 
well, for about 4 months ago it adopted a resolution 
Stating that “the EEC has invested in women and con- 
sequently it is necessary to take advantage of their talents 
and it therefore urges the introduction of quotas for 
women on party lists.” 


Among the countries of the European Community, 
Greece is the one with the smallest percentage of woman 
in positions of political power, since only 4 percent of all 
MP’s are women and 5 percent of ministers. In the 
country that gave birth to democracy and where the 
failure to exercise the right to vote is a punishable 
offence, the night to be elected is applied very unequally 
in practice, at the expense of women. 


On the other hand, we must admit that some significant 
steps have been taken in Greece in recent years to ensure 
the equality of the sexes, at least on the legislative level: 
family law has been amended, civil marriage introduced, 
and abortions legalized, while recently it was decided to 
subsidize women’s organizations and create a special 
research center for issues of equality between the sexes. 
However, as these regulations began to take effect in 
practice—except of course for the very recent ones—it 
became clear that they conflicted with deeply rooted 
social perceptions of traditional gender models and 


GREECE 


“roles,” which to a considerable degree rendered them 
ineffective. The number of civil marnages between 1983 
and today and their geographic distnbution in particular 
are indicative. 


Of particular interest from this point of view ts a recent 


for Equality, according to which 75.7 percent of Greek 
woman believe that “politics ts so complicated that 
people like us can’t understz.4 it.” The purpose of the 
study was to investigate the political behavior and beliefs 
of women in Greece. It was completed in May 1988 and 
was based on a representative sample of 2,000 women 18 
years old and above, while an additional sariple of | 000 
men was used for purposes of comparison. 


The conclusions could be described as unsatisfactory in 
principle, since to a considerable degree women's rela- 
tionship with politics reflects their social consciousness. 
They could also be described as just what had been 
expected, because of the peculiar nature of women's 
position in ‘ireck society, as well as the peculiar nature 
of Greek political culture. One might also argue that they 
contain the seeds of optimism since it is clear that the 
degree of political interest and participation 1s increasing 
among younger women. Another important finding is 
that women’s political behavior varies significantly 
depending on place of residence. profession, and level of 
education. However, let us take a closer look at the 
results of the survey: 


As regards interest in politics, 45.5 percent of women 
State that they are fairly interested or very interested in 
politics. Also noteworthy is the fact that there has 
generally been less interest in politics in the last 3 years, 
which means that the way political power is being 
exercised today puts everybody off, not just women. 


As for how well informed people are about politics, 29.1 
percent of women state that they read a newspaper daily, 
while the corresponding figure for men is 51.7 percent. 
This difference tends to decrease among younger people 
(18-29 years old), with only 13.7 percent more men 
reading a newspaper. Older women, with the least edu- 
cation, show the lowest percentages of information about 
politics and “involvement™ in it to a greater or lesser 
degree. More generally, we find that gender makes only a 
very slight difference in the responses of those with 
higher education, compared to those with little educa- 
tion. In a word, the more educated people are, the 
smaller the difference in responses between the sexes. 


Party identity is also interesting. Of women who vote for 
the three main partics, ND [New Democracy] voters 
have clearly the lowest percentages and KKE [Greek 
Communist Party) voters the highest, while female 
PASOK [Panhellenic Socialist Movement] voters almost 
always are in between. As for elections, the dominant 


phenomenon is that of homogencity in family voting 
behavior, while it is primarily younger women who state 
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* Problems of Textile Industry Examined 
355400866 Istanbul DUNYA in Turkish 
28 Mar 89 p 9 


[Interview with Nimar Foreign Trade Corporation Pres- 
ident Nurettin Celmeoglu, by correspondent Ayhan B. 
Egriparmak, in Adana, date and place not specified] 


[Text] 


Who Is Nurettin Celmeogiu? 


Nurettin Celmeoglu was born in Adana in 1946. He 
became a journalist in 1962. He worked in the European 
Exchange System in 1963 and the Reynold Construction 
Company in the United States in 1965. In the meantime 
he studied economics as an external student. 


When the Central Marketing Corporation (MEPA) was 
formed as a subsidiary of Turkiye Is Bankasi, he was 
hired by the company on behalf of Ceytay. After becom- 
ing the company's coordinator of branches, he left the 
company in 1985 and joined the Nimar Foreign Trade 
Corporation which was formed by six of his senior 
colleagues from MEPA. 


Celmeoglu is currently the president of this company. He 
is married and the father of four children. Celmeoglu 


speaks English, Arabic and Italian. 


Nimar Foreign Trade Corporation President Nurettin 
Celmeoglu noted that the textile industry is currently 
experiencing a serious crisis on a global scale and that all 
of Turkey is affected by this problem. Stating that the 
bottleneck in Turkey is noi caused by a single factor, 
Celmeoglu claimed that there has been a weakening in 
domestic and foreign markets and that Turkish consum- 
ers have been forced to limit their consumption to basic 
foodstuffs. Noting that enthusiasm for exports has faded 
in Turkey because of various developments, Celmeoglu 
said that the export business has become a highly risky 
business. He said: “In addition, adequate coordination 
between exporters, manufacturers and government agen- 
cies was never established. Business stalled. As a result, 
Turkey lost its markets. This is where the problem in 
exports stems from—the loss of the market with our own 
hands.” 


Noting that export prospects in 1989 are limited and that 
serious problems cxist in especially the textile area, 
Celmeoglu said that the markets lost can be regained and 
attempts can be made to enter new markets in 2 or 3 
years if the necessary steps are taken. 


Celmeoglu expressed the following views on the status of 
the domestic and foreign markets of the textile sector 
and the general state of the economy: 


[DUNYA] Mr Celmeoglu, by all measures the textile 
industry accounts for a significant share of the economy 
in both developed and deveiuping nations across the 


Turkey and the world. How do you explain this? 
[Celmeoglu] | agree that the textile industry 1s in a state 


because production costs are rising. As 
oped nations find it more economical to fill 
needs from nations which can produce «:xtiles 
cost, and they have begun buying less of semiprocessed 
or intermediate textile products. For example, the EC 
nations which have traditionally been large buyers of 
yarn, now prefer to buy finished fabrics and manufac- 
tured clothing. 


ik 
i 


As for the crisis in Turkey, naturally the situation cannot 
be explained by a single factor. I think that domestic and 
foreign markets have been shrinking. The situation at 
home can be directly attributed to the decline in the 
people's purchasing power. People who could afford to 
buy four suits in the past, now manage with two shirts. 
Families have made drastic reductions in their spending 
on clothing. Our people pay great attention to their food. 
They may worry about wearing old clothes and not 
keeping up with fashions, but they know that if they do 
not cat well their health will suffer. 


[DUNYA] Although Turkey's installed textile manufac- 
turing capacity and export potential was well-cstab- 
lished, large investments were made in this sector in the 
1980's. This resulted in intense competition among 
companies in the home market. This, coupled with the 
failure of the companies to expand into foreign markets, 
compounded the sector's existing problems. What can be 
dene to extricate the textile sector from these and other 


symilar problems? 


{Ccinecoghu) We cannot disapprove of new investments 
as jong as they pay some attention to integration. Turkey 
is still a country which can sell 80,000 to 100,000 metric 
tons of cotton a year. This means that Turkey needs 
plants which can process at ‘east this amount of cotton. 
In addition, if it is desired to process the yarn manufac- 
tured from cotton further—that is to weave, dye, print or 
knit it—and a coordinated marketing policy is imple- 
menied, we must not be afraid of new investments. Let 
me add that when | say new investments | do not mean 
that they should be restricted to yarn and raw cloth. On 
the contrary, new investments must be such that we can 
reduce our yarn exports and increase our cloth sales and 
eventually reduce our cloth sales and increase our gar- 
ment exports. Meanwhile, marketing 1s the vital point. In 
my opinion our first target must be to produce a higher 
quality or a higher value-added version of whatever we 
are selling today. Today, we can sell 110,000 metric tons 
of yarn of which 95,000 metric tons go to countries 
which have quotas. This is very interesting. In today's 
market we can sell No. 6 open-end yarn from the same 














No. 18.5 yarn, then theoretically they would make 


ered crude yarn. If we could study it and produce No. 
40/2 rather than No. 20, the unit price of the fabric 


products increase if the “futures market” that is in 
Operation in many countries 1s introduced to Turkey? 





TURKEY 


[Celmmeoglu] This question can be combined with the 
answer I gave to your previous question. Given that 
there is no futures market in our country and that we do 
not believe one will be operational soon, we are saying 
that the government can brndge this important gap with 
our proposal which is risk-free and which is hard to 
abuse. 


[DUNYA] What are your expectations for 1989 as an 
exporter of textile productr? 


[Ceimeoglu] Whether I like it or not I cannot be an 
exporter in 1989 with these conditions. We do not have 
any chance in textiles. We lost our markets to others 
because of the reasons | mentioned earlier. We thought 
that the market would accept whatever we dictated to it. 
It is we, the textile manufacturers, who did that. That is 
where we guided the government, we must openly 
acknowledge this. Today the textile manufacturers com- 
plain about the quotas and the distribution of the quotas, 
but in my opinion we have no mght to blame the 
Undersecretariat of the Treasury and Foreign Trade. 
That is what we wanted. Now the entire nation is 
suffering the consequences. 
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